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A plan and the act of planning can be defined in many ways, but 
its influence is indisputable.  Plans have the ability to shape our 

communities just as they shape our daily lives.  We structure our days 
around big plans and small, tasks and deadlines that require us to prioritize 
and synchronize efforts in order to accomplish objectives, those we set for 
ourselves and those others set for us.  We plan because planning helps us 
stay organized and on track to reach the goals that will ultimately better 
our lives and condition.  Plans provide a road map into the future and a 
framework upon which we can begin to make change.  Planning helps 
us through the decision-making process.  Planning focuses our efforts.  
Planning defines what success looks like, and helps us to achieve it.

Twin Falls County 2020 – Vision for the Future is a plan for the future 
of the Twin Falls County community, comprised of County residents and 
business owners as well as the individuals who reside in the many cities 
and towns that make up the County’s overall geography.  It looks forward 
twenty years and considers where the County has been, where it is at 
today, and where it hopes to go in the future.  This plan is intended 
to be a living, breathing representation of the community’s values, a 
collective vision, and representative of the actions necessary to realize 
shared goals.  It is aspirational while at the same time focused on the 
nuts and bolts that make plans so invaluable by identifying partnerships, 
prioritizing actions, and approaching the County’s future potential with 
an eye towards meaningful, incremental, and achievable progress.  The 
plan serves to inspire County residents toward the change they have 
articulated through this comprehensive planning process. 

Why We Plan

A detailed proposal for doing or 
achieving.  An intention or decision about 
what is going to happen in the future.  To 

decide on and arrange in advance.



8| TWIN FALLS COUNTY - 20|20 VISION FOR THE FUTURE

THE PLANNING PROCESS
Counties in Idaho are required to adopt comprehensive plans to guide planning and zoning 
decisions within their respective boundaries, and the process and requirements for doing so are 
set forth in state statute.  The process Twin Falls County undertook to develop this plan is two-fold, 
beginning with a comprehensive “audit” of the existing plan in the winter of 2018.  The outcome 
of the audit recommended a full rewrite of the comprehensive plan in place of merely updating 
demographic information and maps.  Rather than focusing on existing conditions and static goals, 
the recommendation to rewrite was grounded in a robust public engagement process and visionary 
approach to create a user-friendly and meaningful document accessible to both County leadership 
and the public.
 
In the fall of 2019, the rewrite of the County’s comprehensive plan began.  The comprehensive 
planning process was intensive, conducted over the past year and allowing many voices and 
perspectives to be heard. The development of this plan involved four key steps; beginning with 
discovery and followed by direction, design, and implementation.  Through discovery, Twin Falls 
County’s history and background were assessed, data collected and existing conditions examined, 
creating a deeper understanding of development patterns and trends to allow for a fundamental 
insight of the community’s identity. The outcomes of this research ultimately informed the goals 
and objectives for community consideration in the direction phase, and led to the content update 
you’ll find in the following chapters as well as the development framework reflected in the future 
land use map and the implementation strategies outlined to achieve the future goals identified for 
the County.

The direction phase of this planning process focused on the identification of overarching community 
values, the creation of a collective vision, and further refinement of issues and opportunities 
impacting Twin Falls County. This phase and outcomes are discussed in greater detail in Chapter 
4 – The Community’s Plan, with conversations and activities centered around answering the 
following questions: 

 � What do I love or value most about my community today?  

 � If given the opportunity, what would I change in the future?

 � Where and how should we grow? 

 � What are the priority development needs of my community? 

 � In 20 years, I envision Twin Falls County to be…



Orion team member Carol Rhea discusses planning and design fundamentals with local youth at the kick-off 
open house in December 2019.
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The outcome of conversations centered around these questions was a collective vision for achieving 
better development results over time. Through community workshops and open house events, 
stakeholder roundtables, and a community-wide survey, residents offered their ideas and input 
toward a better future for the County.  Use of a project website and active print, web and mixed-
media campaigns provided continued information on the plan’s progress and opportunities to 
provide input.

All of the information collected during the discovery and direction phases of the planning process 
was used to inform the writing of the plan (the design phase) and the implementation strategy. 
The plan sets forth a community-wide vision for the future, building on past events and present 
characteristics while focusing on opportunities for growth and prosperity informed by meaningful 
engagement with stakeholders. The plan serves as an umbrella to other planning efforts and policy 
development in the County, helping to guide area-wide and neighborhood-scale plans and analysis 
and informing necessary updates to regulation. It takes into account the importance of agriculture, 
the natural environment, growing population, housing concerns, and economic opportunities, as 
well as the unique character and quality of life that provides a sense of place and cultural identity 
in Twin Falls County. The plan examines the ways in which the County uses land and looks to create 
a place-based method of guiding future development that takes into account the County’s unique 
position in the State of Idaho, preserving important landscapes while offering appropriate and 
well-scaled opportunities for growth and prosperity in the coming years. 



STATE AUTHORIZATION
Planning and zoning authority is granted through the Local Land Use 
Planning Act of 1975, specific to the Idaho Code §§67-6501 to 67-6539 
(“LLUPA”).  This plan has been developed in conformance with the 
requirements outlined specifically in §§67-6508 pertaining to planning 
duties as they relate to the County’s role in the development of a 
comprehensive plan.  This section of statute authorizes the Twin Falls 
County Planning and Zoning Commission to conduct a comprehensive 
planning process that is designed to prepare, implement, review and 
update a comprehensive plan.  Under this provision, the comprehensive 
plan applies to all land within the physical borders of Twin Falls County 
and property that is located within the jurisdiction of the County.  As 
required by statute, this plan considers existing conditions, current 
and future trends, overall compatibility of existing and future land 
uses, and sets forth desirable goals and objectives for the planning 
components listed below, as illustrated through maps, charts, tables, 
pictures and more.
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PLAN ORGANIZATION AND APPROACH
The Comprehensive Plan contains an overview of existing conditions, future projections and 
guidance on seventeen specific planning components required by the LLUPA: 

 � Property rights

 � Population

 � School facilities

 � Economic development

 � Land use

 � Natural resources

 � Hazardous areas

 � Public services, facilities and utilities

 � Transportation

 � Recreation

 � Special areas or sites

 � Housing

 � Community design

 � Agriculture

 � Implementation

 � Public airport facilities

 � National interest electronic transmission corridors

Whereas the previous plan broke each of these elements into their own chapter with goals specific 
to each, this plan recognizes that many of these components are interrelated and should be 
discussed in a more comprehensive manner that recognizes the relationships between the economy 
and recreation, connectivity and cost of living, development character and property rights.  In 
reorganizing the plan’s structure, each of the required components is noted below in the respective 
chapter it is addressed, to ensure conformity with the LLUPA.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER & SECTION STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS ADDRESSED

Chapter 1 – Introduction None

Chapter 2 – Twin Falls County: A Brief History 67-6508(a) Property Rights

Chapter 3 – Twin Falls County Today

The Land 67-6508(e) Land Use
67-6508(f) Natural Resources
67-6508(g) Hazardous Areas
67-6508(k) Special Areas or Sites
67-6508(n) Agriculture

Population and Demographics 67-6508(b) Population

The Local Economy 67-6508(d) Economic Development
67-6508(n) Agriculture

Land Use and Development Patterns 67-6508(e) Land Use
67-6508(n) Agriculture

Infrastructure 67-6508(c) School Facilities and Transportation
67-6508(i) Transportation
67-6508(j) Recreation
67-6508(p) National Interest Electric Transmission 
Corridors
67-6508(q) Public Airport Facilities

Lifestyle 67-6508(c) School Facilities and Transportation
67-6508(h) Public Services, Facilities and Utilities
67-6508(j) Recreation
67-6508(k) Special Areas or Sites
67-6508(l) Housing
67-6508(m) Community Design
67-6508(n) Agriculture

Chapter 4 – The Community’s Plan None

Chapter 5 – A Vision for 2040 67-6508(e) Land Use
67-6508(m) Community Design

Chapter 6 – Next Steps: A Vision Realized 67-6508(o) Implementation



INTRODUCTION |13

HOW TO USE THIS PLAN
This plan has been developed to be engaging and informative - something you can pick up and 
reference or read cover-to-cover and gain a clear picture of the County’s priorities. The document 
represents a complete overhaul of the County’s existing comprehensive plan and its organization is 
significantly different.  While the 2008 plan served as a solid foundation for existing conditions, its 
focus was less on the future and more on cataloging the present.  This plan builds on the existing 
conditions of that report and updates relevant demographic, economic and housing data to ensure 
an accurate starting point based on where Twin Falls County is today – these existing conditions and 
future trends are discussed and analyzed in detail in Chapter 3. The vision and planning principles 
inspired through the public process, as well as the process itself is discussed at length in Chapter 4, 
and this information is synthesized in Chapter 5 which establishes a place-based approach to future 
land use throughout the County, as detailed through the development of placetypes that reflect 
both existing conditions and future aspirations for development in both urban and rural areas of 
the County. Finally, Chapter 6 outlines a detailed implementation strategy that focuses on specific 
goals, objectives, and actions required to realize the vision for the next twenty years.

 
 

Preliminary Assessment – Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan 1 

PLAN EVALUATION MATRIX 

PPllaann  SSeeccttiioonn  RReevviieeww  NNootteess  RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  FFrraammeewwoorrkk  
 Format Content Approach Update Overhaul 
GGeenneerraall  NNootteess 

• A more visually interesting and graphically-rich document would invite the reader to explore the plan and 
greatly improve reader comprehension and ease of use. 

X    X 

• Why the landscape orientation?  Doesn't make sense given map orientation. X   X  
• “Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan” header seems more appropriate as a footer – gets a little 

crowded up top with titles. 
X   X  

• No interactive features for web compatibility – scanned PDF, not searchable, hard to navigate online/on a 
computer 

X    X 

• Lacking vision statement  X X  X 
• Consider a chapter on intergovernmental and jurisdiction coordination – it is talked about across the board 

with no clear guidance on who or how, but is clearly an important issue. 
 X  X  

• Would be helpful to identify organizations represented by comprehensive plan committee members  X  X  
• Plan update should use maps more readily to convey concepts and baseline information over text. X X X X  
• Better quality maps are needed for clarity and to convey information.   X  X  
• The way cities and towns are called out on (most) maps is distracting – identify these differently moving 

forward. 
 X  X  

• The structure of the goals, objectives and policies is hard to follow; suggest locating all in one place, in a 
chart or matrix, and restructuring around the vision or planning principles 

X  X  X 

• Policies as written aren’t always policies – some are actions.  Many use passive languages.  X   X 
• No real implementation strategies in terms of timeline, measures of success, responsible entity or funding 

options 
 X X  X 

• No prioritization of policies (action items) – where to begin, what should come first?  X X  X 
AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeennttss 
County Officials • Need to find out more about the comp plan committee structure and process 

followed in 2007.  Was this effective?  Seems large. 
  X X  

Table of Contents (TOC) • Numbering format is not ideal; would suggest reformatting in TOC and 
throughout using a standardized, more intuitive organizational structure 

X   X  

• Would suggest a standard organization structure for each chapter - right now 
they all have goals, objectives and policies but the organization of other 
elements is inconsistent 

X   X  

• Page numbers are equally confusing – with a more streamlined document the 
need to break page numbers down by chapter would become irrelevant. 

X   X  

A sample page from the Comprehensive Plan Audit matrix. 
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PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

To be successful, the comprehensive planning process does not simply end with the writing and 
adoption of a plan. Plans must be translated into policies and projects that can be successfully 
implemented. Implementation of a community’s plan includes the determination of specific actions, 
appropriate policies, definitive projects, and supportive management methods. Chapter 6 of this 
document provides specific guidance and prioritized next steps the County, partnering organizations, 
stakeholders and community leaders can take to realize the goals and vision established by this 
plan. The implementation strategy recognizes that many efforts must be collaborative and that 
working in partnership with city representatives from Twin Falls, Buhl, Kimberly, Murtaugh, Filer, 
Hansen, Hollister, and Castleford will be critical to the success of this document.

Equally vital to the effectiveness of this plan is a fundamental understanding of how local regulation 
facilitates the implementation of the community vision and goals established by this document. If 
a community cannot attribute positive outcomes to its planning tools – such as the zoning code 
or subdivision regulations - those tools should be reformed, redrafted, or discarded.  Chapter 6 
focuses especially on how the County’s development code (zoning and subdivision), environmental 
regulations, and administration of local areas of impact can positively influence future development 
in the County and create cohesion through implementing the vision and values set forth in this 
plan. 

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE
The vision statement below is a reflection of community priorities established through the public 
process undertaken in the development of this plan. It serves as the keystone of this document, 
establishing the framework upon which the overarching goals for the next 20 years can be realized 
through set policy and a clear action.  As part and in support of the overall community vision, the 
statement below establishes a set of planning principles that will serve as a guidepost to organize and 
prioritize implementation strategies moving forward.  

The process through which the vision and planning principles were established is described in greater 
detail in Chapter 4 of this plan.
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Rooted in the very soil that sustains us, embodying the western spirit 
of independence, we face the future with resolve.  We know that as we 
grow, we are most successful when we grow together.  We recognize 

that change will come and our community’s resilience requires seizing 
opportunities to expand our horizon while protecting and supporting 

the place - and people - that have made us who we are today.  Our 
vision for the future relies on preserving individual freedom while 
capitalizing on collective strengths; working together towards a 

common goal through innovation, collaboration, and determination.  As 
a county and community, we will do this by:

 Â Balancing private property rights with the community’s vision;

 Â Preserving our rural character through conscientious land use and design;

 Â Supporting our agricultural base while building on opportunities for industry 
diversification;

 Â Protecting and expanding access to open spaces and recreational assets for 
residents and visitors;

 Â Improving connectivity between people and places, enabling the efficient 
movement of goods and services throughout the County and beyond;

 Â Advancing economic diversity through new opportunities and supporting 
existing industry, building on core strengths while exploring new and 
innovative pursuits;

 Â Making fiscally responsible decisions based on the availability of community 
resources, infrastructure, utilities and 
service delivery; 

 Â Maintaining housing attainability and 
choice for all residents by expanding 
options and eliminating barriers in 
appropriate areas;

 Â Ensuring  a clean and healthful 
environment for all residents of Twin 
Falls County.
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Twin Falls CounTy - a BrieF HisTory
CH.2
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THE PLANNING AREA
Named for the nearby waterfalls along the Snake River, Twin Falls County 
is located in the heart of southern Idaho (see Map 2.1 – Vicinity Map on 
the following page), bounded on the north by the Snake River Canyon 
and on the south by the Idaho-Nevada border.  With a land area of 1,925 
square miles (roughly 1,232,064 acres), the County is well known for its role 
and influence on the agricultural economy in the state and throughout the 
region, and boasts a high quality of life grounded in natural resources and 
recreational amenities.  Federal and state lands situated in the southern 
portion of the County comprise well over half of the total acreage and 
include the scenic Sawtooth National Forest, the Salmon Falls Canyon 
area and large open expanses of rangeland. A historic system of dams 
and irrigation canals constructed at the turn of the century in the northern 
portion of the County have sustained agricultural pursuits in the region 
for over one hundred years, leading to the region’s nickname: the “Magic 
Valley.” The name refers to the introduction of irrigation and the eight 
county region’s transition from high arid desert to productive farmland.  
Another result of the water infrastructure was the settlement of many of 
the County’s cities between 1900 and 1910, including its largest city and 
the county seat, Twin Falls (see Map 2.2 – County Map).



CUSTER COUNTY

OWYHEE COUNTY

ELMORE COUNTY
BLAINE COUNTY

CASSIA COUNTY

BUTTE COUNTY
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Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA, Sources: Esri, Garmin, USGS, NPS

MAP 2-1 VICINITY MAP
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The County’s population has continued to grow at a steady pace since the adoption of the previous 
comprehensive plan, especially in and around the incorporated communities including Twin Falls, 
Kimberly, Murtaugh, Hansen, Filer, Hollister, Castleford, and Buhl.  This growth is due in large 
part to the City of Twin Falls being the trade center of the Magic Valley region; the hub for local, state 
and federal agency offices; and the largest localized concentration of residential and commercial 
development along the I-84 corridor.  Over the past decade the City and County have continued 
to see the economy expand and diversify, capitalizing on a strong agricultural presence along with 
the growing need to incorporate processing and production opportunities alongside ranching and 
crop production.  While growth slowed temporarily during the recession years, the County did not 
experience the same contraction other areas of the state, region and nation felt.  With a relatively 
low cost of living and an abundance of open lands, natural resources and opportunities to recreate, 
the County continues to draw residents and visitors alike.
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MAP 2-2 COUNTY MAP



TWIN FALLS COUNTY - A BRIEF HISTORY |21

PLAN JURISDICTION
In accordance with statute, this Comprehensive Plan 
applies to areas of the County under the jurisdiction 
of the Twin Falls County, which generally means all 
areas within the County boundary except for the 
incorporated cities (see Map 2.2 – County Map).  

The communities of Twin Falls, Kimberly, Murtaugh, 
Filer, Buhl, Hollister, and Hansen have all established 
areas of impact for their jurisdictions.  These areas 
are shown on Map 2.2 and illustrate the geography 
in which the cities expect to grow and annex into the 
future.  Of these communities, Twin Falls, Kimberly, 
Murtaugh, and Buhl have recently adopted 
comprehensive plans that account for land use and 
regulation within their designated impact areas.  
Filer, Hollister, and Castleford have adopted plans 
that are ten years or older and may not accurately 
reflect land use and future development conditions 
within their jurisdictions.  Each city and the County 
are required to establish ordinances that specify 
which comprehensive plan and regulations apply 
to the impact area, allowing that selection to be 
either the City or County’s plan, regulations or a 
combination of both (Idaho Code §67-6526). 
 
The Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan does 
not override existing plans or the underlying land 
use for areas located within the established areas of 
impact.  Rather, the intent is for it to recognize their 
influence and inform future land use, development 
and regulation within the County’s jurisdiction. Due 
to case law interpretation of Idaho Code §67-6526, 
impact areas will be administered by the County, 
regardless of which plan or regulation is in effect; 
therefore, it makes sense to view these areas and 
the plans that guide them as reflections of citizen 
interest and input into where and how growth will 
occur in those communities, in relation to where 
and how growth will occur in the County.  If anything 
has been learned over the past ten years, it is that 
growth does not occur in isolation and its impacts 
are felt countywide.



PLANNING MILESTONES

The following timeline highlighting development 
milestones in Twin Falls County paints a portrait of 
how the County came to be today, and how strongly 
agricultural development has influenced its trajectory.

1864

1870’S

1890

1904

1905

 � 1864 – The first permanent settlement is 
established in the plan area, a stage stop at 
Rock Creek near the present-day townsite.  

 � 1869 The Transcontinental Railroad is completed 
and gold is discovered in the canyon below the 
Twin Falls area.

 � 1870s – Ranching becomes prominent south 
of the Snake River Canyon and ranching is the 
prominent source of the economy.

 � 1880s - The Oregon Short Line railroad is 
completed, extending rail service to the north.  

 � 1890 – Numerous agricultural operations are 
established in the Snake River Canyon.

 � 1900 – Twin Falls Land and Water Company 
established and water rights granted.

 � 1904 – The City of Twin Falls is founded as 
a planned community, designed by celebrated 
Franco-American architect Emmanuel Louis 
Masqueray (the city is officially incorporated in 
1905).

 � 1905 – The Milner Dam and its accompanying 
canals are completed, as part of the Twin Falls 
South Side Project and under the provision of 
the Carey Act of 1894.

 � 1907 – Twin Falls County is officially 
incorporated, and the city of Twin Falls becomes 
the County seat.

 � 1909 - The privately-owned Twin Falls Land 
and Water Company is reorganized as the 
shareholder-owned Twin Falls Canal Company, 
becoming a major regional economic center 
serving the agriculture industry.

 � 1911 – The Twin Falls County Courthouse is 
completed.

 � 1927 – Twin Falls-Jerome Intercounty Bridge 
opens to traffic.

 � 1935 – Idaho Power Company dams the 
southern two cataracts for hydro power.

 � 1960s – The I-84 freeway is completed north of 
the canyon.



1911

1964

1976

2012

2016

 � 1964 – The College of Southern Idaho is 
established in Twin Falls.

 � 1974 - The daredevil Evel Knievel attempts 
to jump across the Snake River Canyon on 
a steam-powered rocket.

 � 1975 – State Legislature enacts the first 
issuance of the Local Land Use and Planning 
Act (“LLUPA”) allowing local jurisdictions to 
create planning and zoning regulations.

 � 1976 – The Perrine Bridge finished 
construction and is officially dedicated, 
replacing the former Intercounty Bridge across 
the Snake River.

 � 1983 – LLUPA is amended significantly for the 
first time under emergency procedures at the 
state level.

 � 1987 – First documented BASE jump from the 
Perrine Bridge.

 � 1990 – The County begins to experience 
growth in the tech industry, including Dell 
computers.

 � 1998 – Twin Falls County updates their 
Comprehensive Plan, Maps, and Zoning Code.

 � 2006 – Dell announces it will close its Twin 
Falls facility.

 � 2008 – Twin Falls County updates their 
Comprehensive Plans and maps.

 � 2009 - The Walmart Supercenter opens in Twin 
Falls, bringing a large number of jobs and 
becoming a regional draw for travelers and 
residents.

 � 2012 –Chobani Yogurt Company opens the 
world’s largest yogurt manufacturing plant and 
state-of-the-art processing facility in Twin Falls.

 � 2013 – The previous Magic Valley Regional 
Medical Center Building is converted and 
renovated to the new Twin Falls County West 
Annex. 

 � 2013 – Glanbia opens its new headquarters in 
Twin Falls. 

 � 2016 – The Cliff Bar Facility is completed. 
 � 2020 – Initial study is conducted on the 
potential of the Third Crossing Bridge by the 
Idaho Transportation Department. 



Comprehensive Plan, Adopted 7 November, 2016

TWIN FALLS COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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PAST AND PRESENT PLANS

There have been numerous efforts, both locally and regionally, to plan for certain 
aspects of the County’s future.  In addition to the 2008 Twin Falls County 
Comprehensive Plan, the following planning documents served a role in the 
creation of this plan.  In many instances the goals, policies and action items found 
in Chapter 6 cross-reference specific guidance provided in these plans. Similarly, 
future land use recommendations found in Chapter 5 reflect the public input and 
guidance that went in to creating comprehensive plans for each of the communities 
and their impact areas within the County.  This plan is intended to facilitate cohesion 
between these and other planning documents, building a framework for the future 
of the County rather than operate in cross-purposes with one another. Present and 
past plans and planning efforts considered include the following:

 � Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan (2008)

 � Twin Falls “Grow With Us” Comprehensive Plan (2016)

 � First Amended Comprehensive Plan of the City of Murtaugh (2019)

 � City of Kimberly Comprehensive Plan (2019)

 � City of Buhl Comprehensive Plan (2017)

 � City of Filer and Area of Impact Comprehensive Plan (2005)

 � City of Hansen Comprehensive Plan (1996 as well as current working 
draft)

 � Hollister Comprehensive Plan (1996)

 � Castleford Comprehensive Plan (2003)

 � Coordinated Water Resource Management Plan for the Counties of 
Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln and Twin Falls (2018)

 � Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument (Idaho) – Final General 
Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (1996)

 � Twin Falls County Planning and Zoning Continuity of Operations Plan 
(2013)

 � Thousand Springs Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan (2007)

 � Twin Falls County Multi-Jurisdiction All Hazard Mitigation Plan (2013)

 � Twin Falls Master Transportation Plan (2009)

 � Twin Falls Highway District Five-Year Road Capital Improvements Plan 
(2017)

 � Twin Falls County Groundwater Quality Improvement Plan (2020; 
currently being updated)
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COMMUNITY 
CHARACTER

Twin Falls County’s character can be summed 
up in one word – rural.  While cities like Twin 
Falls and Kimberly exhibit characteristics of 
a more urban environment, the majority of 
county land is open, undeveloped and in large 
part will remain so.  The irrigated portion of 
the County is characterized by significant areas 
of intense agricultural production, including 
row and specialty crops along with livestock 
production. There is a large manufacturing 
base for food products in and around Twin Falls 
that includes warehousing, processing, trout 
farming and dairy alongside the more traditional 
crop production and processing applications.  
Development tends to be concentrated closer to 
the incorporated areas where jobs and services 
are located, leading to an organic development 
pattern that is more densely focused in and 
around cities and more scattered and remote 
in the other areas of the County.  This pattern 
also reflects the type of development and scale 
in which it occurs. Development in urban areas 
not only tends to be more dense but typically 
offers more varied housing types. For example, 
multi-family options versus traditional single 
family development patterns may be more 
prevalent compared to rural parts of the County.  
In general, development occurs on smaller lots, 
includes a generous mix of uses, and reflects 
more traditional orientation of lots and blocks 
toward the street.  By contrast, development 
patterns in the rural areas of the County tend 
toward large estate-type lots, single family 
dwellings and a limited mix of uses organized 
around the availability of roads, highways, and 
irrigation.
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The southern portion of the County is 
dominated by rangeland administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the 
National Forest Service.  Recreational amenities 
and access to open space are guiding tenants 
of living in Twin Falls County, and maintaining, 
improving, and expanding access to recreational 
pursuits is important to preserving the character 
of the landscape and the County’s identity. 

This plan seeks to further define and describe 
why the rural character is so important to Twin 
Falls County and its communities through a 
fresh look at land use and how development 
could – and should – occur in rural places versus 
urban areas. This concept is discussed at greater 
length in Chapter 5 but the planning principles 
set forth in the previous chapter, and confirmed 
by the public who participated in this process, 
highlight the importance of maintaining a sense 
of place that reflects the Western heritage and 
rural qualities the County’s residents hold so 
dear.
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LAND OWNERSHIP AND 
PRIVATE PROPERTY

Balancing public priorities with private property 
rights is necessary. There are many opinions, 
often varied, surrounding what the term 
“property rights” actually means to an individual 
and where that balance point exists.  When 
asked in the community survey to describe this 
term, responses ranged from a reference to the 
Gadsden flag, “Don’t tread on me,” to a quote 
attributed by the respondent to Will Rogers 
“Your freedom to swing your fist ends where 
my nose begins.” These varied viewpoints are 
discussed in detail in Chapter 4 and illustrate the 
challenging and complex political landscape 
residents and elected officials must navigate 
when dealing with property rights.

The rights of private property owners and how 
they are upheld are very important to westerners, 
Idahoans, and residents of Twin Falls County.  
Past plans have included a lengthy, detailed 
and often confusing legal analysis of property 
rights, one that fails to accurately convey the 
importance of this concept and why and how 
planning can help protect and preserve the 
rights of all property owners, regardless of 
political opinion or personal view.  This plan will 
correct that situation. 
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The bottom line is that zoning and planning 
law lies at the intersection of major, legitimate 
governmental powers and significant individual 
rights. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes’ quote in 
this regard is a classic statement:

The discussion surrounding private property 
rights is an integral part of Idaho statute and 
planning laws, and essential to any discussion 
on land use.  This is especially true as many of 
Idaho’s communities have seen rapid growth 
and development in recent decades. The Idaho 
Land Use Handbook written by Allen, Meyer, 
Nelson and Lee, provides valuable background 
and insight on property rights and land use, as 
well as context related to state and federal court 
rulings and interpretation over the years.   The 
act of planning and resulting land use regulation 
inherently restricts individual property rights.  
As one of the fundamental rights guaranteed 
by the United States Constitution, this conflict 
between the government’s authority and 
individual property rights is at the heart of 
most land use disputes, especially in the West.  
In his written dissent on the 1983 City of Ada 
v. Henry ruling by the Idaho Supreme Court, 
Justice Bistline had this to say on the subject 
of zoning: “It is a strange West which we now 
have where a man of industrious nature is 
by a bureaucratic ordinance deprived of the 
right to build his own house on a ten acre 
tract.  And for what reason?  Because it has 
been thought better that the law should 
be that a single dwelling not be erected 
on less than 80 acres!  The proposition is 
basically so monstrous as to be undeserving 
of further comment.”  While this perspective 
remains prevalent today, the balance between 
the rights of the individual property owner 
and the values established by the community 
through efforts such as this comprehensive plan 
have been further defined by legal challenge 
and outcomes at the local, state, and federal 
level.  It therefore remains imperative that this 
plan establish a thoughtful role for government 
regulation of future land use based on citizen 
involvement and support.

“Private property rights are 
considered one of the pillars 

of capitalist economies, 
as well as legal systems 
and moral philosophies 
with roots in Roman and 

Medieval English law.  Fee 
simple landownership 
is the highest form of 

landownership recognized 
by law and comes with 

fundamental rights 
regardless of the kind of 

land you own or where that 
land is; however, where 

local zoning regulations are 
in place or when a bank or 
lender holds a mortgage 

on your property, the right 
to possess or control what 
happens on that physical 
property is often limited.”

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes
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A foundational element of this plan is to fulfill 
the requirements of this law and provide a 
solid aspirational and inspirational plan for Twin 
Falls County.  Relying on a process steeped 
in public participation and looking to define 
the character and qualities of distinct areas 
of the County rather than relying solely on 
traditional definitions of land use, this plan 
aims to build community consensus on the 
vision for countywide growth and development 
over the next ten to twenty years.  Equally 
important is ensuring residents understand the 
relationship zoning and subdivision regulations 
play in enabling, encouraging, and protecting 
the community’s agreed-upon vision through 
minimal yet balanced regulation.

Following years of legal challenge and 
precedent at the national, state, and local level, 
land use regulation or action established that it 
must not be unduly restrictive so that it causes 
a “taking”.  The Fifth Amendment of the United 
States Constitution states “nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without 
just compensation.”  In the context of a land 
use regulation such as zoning or subdivision 
control, a regulation or decision cannot deprive 
the owner of economically viable use of their 
property.  Defining “economically viable” can 
be challenging and determined on the factual 
details in each circumstance. For example, 
where a property is zoned for residential or 
agricultural use, but the owner wishes to operate 
a commercial business in direct conflict with the 
zoning regulation, the courts have deemed such 
cases to be a limitation and not a deprivation 
since the property still retains value under the 
zoning rules that apply.  The importance of this 
issue is to ensure that each action or decision 
taken on property is based on sound reasoning 
from requirements in the zoning code that is 
adopted by the community at large.

In 1994, the Idaho State Legislature amended 
Section 67-6508 of the Idaho Code to include 
“an analysis of provisions which may be 
necessary to insure that land-use policies, 
restrictions, conditions and fees do not violate 
private property rights, adversely impact values 
or create unnecessary technical limitations on 
the use of property.”  The comprehensive plan’s 
role in establishing future land use is elevated 
as a result of this amendment, and the plan’s 
relationship to where and how the County is zoned 
or the regulations updated as a result.  Under 
the Local Land Use and Planning Act, zoning 
regulations must be made in conformance with 
the comprehensive plan.  One of the required 
elements of a comprehensive plan is that future 
land use is considered, which ultimately lays the 
foundation for any changes or amendments to 
the zoning code.  The public’s awareness of and 
input on the future land use element is critically 
important.  
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Twin Falls CounTy Today
CH.3
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THE LANd

Like so many western communities, the landscape of Twin Falls County 
plays a definitive role in the livelihoods of county residents.  The 

landscape that exists today is diverse, the combined result of Mother 
Nature and human intervention.  It has a significant impact on agricultural, 
economic, and recreational pursuits as well as the appropriate and 
sustainable location for future development. 
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GEOLOGY
The County’s wide-ranging natural features 
includes geomorphic conditions that make 
up the rivers and plains to the north and the 
hillsides and more mountainous terrain toward 
the County’s southern borders.  

Twin Falls County lies within the Snake River 
Plain Sub-Region of the Columbia Plateau 
Physiographic Province. The northern portion 
of the County is characterized by a broad, 
gently undulating basalt plateau which supports 
the County’s prime agricultural lands.  This 
plateau is also where the major population 
centers in the County are located due to its 
relatively flat terrain and soil types that can 
support more intensive development and the 
infrastructure required.  The northern portion 
of the County is also home to the Snake River, 
Rock Creek and Salmon Falls Creek drainages, 
characterized by deep canyons cut into the 
basalt plateau.  These areas support significant 
recreation opportunities for County residents 
and tourists, and offer striking views that often 
attract development, creating conflict along the 
canyon rim.

The Snake River Plain is an area of 10,800 
square miles bounded on the north, east, 
and south by mountain ranges and alluvial-
filled intermountain valleys and on the west 
by a broad, lava-capped plateau.  The most 
predominate rock type underlying the plain is 
Quaternary Basalt which is very porous. While 
this type of rock is present in Twin Falls County, 
it is interspersed with denser, less permeable 
rock formations that impact water recharge 
characteristics and create a separate aquifer 
system from the larger Snake River Plain. Flow 
of water in the aquifer underlying Twin Falls is 
generally in a northwestern direction; however, 
faults present in the basalt can form barriers 
that impede or change the movement of 
groundwater in certain areas of the County.

The geology of Twin Falls County includes 
the mineral resources such as sand and 
gravel deposits that are typically extracted for 
economic gain.  Alluvial deposits tend to be 
located along rivers and streams including the 
Snake River, Cedar Draw, and Rock Creek.  Other 
mineral resources such as deposits of diatomite, 
a fossilized algae deposit consisting almost 
entirely of silica, can be found northwest of Buhl 
near Banbury Hot Springs.  Pumice deposits 
originating from volcanic activity in the region 
are located near Hollister.  Knowing where and 
how these formations and deposits occur is 
important in determining appropriate land use 
in the County, to allow for their extraction when 
appropriate and necessary.  
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Additionally, soils that have a high water table, 
are subject to flooding, or are in drought areas 
may qualify as prime farmland soils if the 
limitations are overcome by adequate drainage, 
flood control measures, or irrigation.2   The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) defines prime 
farmland as areas best suited to producing 
food, feed, foliage, fiber, and oilseed crops, at 
sustained high crop yields.  Designated prime 
farmland that falls outside of USDA definition 
can also be made by local resource agencies. 
For example, a unique crop such as a vineyard 
may be considered as prime farmland soils if the 
soils beneath it meet that purpose. To date, no 
unique cropland survey has been completed in 
Twin Falls County and the potential to expand 
this designation is unclear.

In addition to their characteristics supporting 
prime farmland, silt loam soils are also good for 
sewage disposal systems, making these lands 
equally attractive for development.  Shallow 
soils located near the canyon rims, shallow 
and unsuitable clay soils in the western part of 
the County, and shallow bedrock protruding 
in some areas create barriers to development 
potential, further driving interest toward the 
easy-to-develop silt loams. 

 

SOILS
Understanding the soil types and characteristic 
in Twin Falls County is equally important 
when determining areas that are suitable 
to accommodate future development 
(including septic drain fields and foundations).  
Understanding soil types is also critical in 
determining the presence of prime agricultural 
soils in order to protect and preserve those 
areas for their agricultural value.

Silt loam is the predominant soil found on 
irrigated land in Twin Falls County. This soil type 
is very fine and highly subject to water erosion. 
Studies have shown that 0.25 to 20 tons of 
soil per acre are washed away in irrigation 
wastewater per year.1   Basalt bedrock underlies 
the surface soil at varying depths. In some 
instances, the basalt is quite shallow, producing 
rock outcrops and stones on or near the surface.

Map 3.1 shows the general soil types found in 
Twin Falls County.  Of the soils identified, those 
categorized as Portneuf, Purdam and Sluka silt 
loams have the best characteristics for prime 
farmland designation.  Based on information 
provided by the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS), soils supporting prime farmland 
are characterized by:

• Adequate and dependable water 
supply from precipitation or irrigation

• Slopes ranging from 0 to 6 percent

• Favorable temperatures and growing 
season

• Acceptable levels of acidity and 
alkalinity

• Acceptable levels of salt and sodium

• Few to no rocks

• Water and air permeability

• Lack of erosion

• Lack of water saturation for a long 
periods of time due to flooding

• Soil depth adequate for plant roots and 
cultivation

To date, no unique cropland 
survey has been completed 
in Twin Falls County so it is 
unclear to what extent the 
potential exists for USDA 

prime farmland.
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IRRIGATION
Surface water is the main source of water for 
irrigation use for the majority of croplands. The 
Twin Falls Canal Company diverts water from 
Milner Dam and delivers water to approximately 
203,000 acres of irrigated cropland and 4,000 
water-users  through a system consisting of 
110 miles of main canals and over 1,000 miles 
of laterals and drains. The High-Line Canal 
and Low-Line Canal are the main canals that 
supply water to laterals and farms. The Canal 
Company also holds storage rights of 96,000 
acre-feet at Jackson Lake and 150,000 acre-
feet at American Falls. Peak irrigation season is 
June, July, and August, although the irrigation 
season extends from March 15th through mid-
November. The Milner Irrigation District is the 
largest irrigation district in the County, serving 
approximately 13,500 acres of irrigated land. 
Other irrigation districts include the Southwest 
Irrigation District, Salmon River Canal Company, 
Magic Water Users, Cedar Mesa Reservoir and 
Canal Company, and a few independent water 
user groups.

WATER RESOURCES
Water resources in Twin Falls County are essential to both agricultural and recreation economies, 
and serve as a defining characteristic of the Magic Valley landscape.  Water quality and availability 
directly impacts farming operations, tourism and the success of many businesses and industry 
that have made Twin Falls County their home. Without effective protections and management 
of these vital resources, the County’s agricultural base is at risk. Proactive land use policy and 
regulation plays an important role in water resource management, preserving wellhead zones from 
encroachment and irrigation infrastructure from external impacts; limiting densities where soils and 
infrastructure may be incapable of handling runoff and potential contamination due to infiltration; 
and protecting the public health and safety when it comes to hazards related to waterways (such as 
flooding) and groundwater quality.

SURFACE WATER
The Snake River and its tributaries are the 
surface waters in Twin Falls County. This system 
supports irrigation, recreation, and wildlife 
and fish habitat. The Snake River watershed 
is commonly referred to as the Upper Snake 
River Basin and drains an area of approximately 
35,857 square miles spanning Idaho, Wyoming, 
Nevada, and Utah.  Major surface water 
tributaries of the Snake River within the County 
include Rock Creek, Deep Creek, Mud Creek, 
Cedar Draw, and Salmon Falls Creek; nearly all 
of these carry substantial amounts of irrigation 
return flow and/or groundwater discharge.   
Other significant surface water drainages 
include Cottonwood Creek, McMullen Creek, 
Fifth Fork of Rock Creek, Shoshone Creek, and 
Big Creek.  While these are less significant for 
irrigation purposes, nearly all rivers, creeks, and 
streams in the County hold recreational value 
for the public. 

There are two major reservoirs located in 
Twin Falls County; Salmon Falls Reservoir and 
Cedar Creek Reservoir.  Salmon Falls has an 
active capacity of approximately 230,000 acre-
feet, which includes 48,000 acre-feet of dead 
storage in Cedar Creek Reservoir on average. 
Other reservoirs of significant yield are located 
on Deep Creek, Heil Draw, Cottonwood Creek, 
and along various laterals of the County’s canal 
system.  In addition to serving a critical role 
in farmland irrigation, these reservoirs hold 
recreational value for residents and visitors 
alike.

Opposite Page: View of the Salmon Falls 
Reservoir. 





The Snake 
River Plains 

Aquifer is one 
of the largest 
groundwater 

systems in the United 
States, bordering 
Twin Falls County 

to the north. 
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aquifer and the livelihood of many Idahoans. 
Continued efforts will be key in maintaining the 
viability of this resource for years to come.

Groundwater is a vital resource for residents 
of Idaho and Twin Falls County; nearly 95 
percent of the state’s drinking water comes 
from groundwater, and 100 percent of Twin 
Falls County’s drinking water comes from 
the ground.  Around 69 percent of County 
residents rely on municipal systems in Twin Falls, 
Filer, Castleford, Kimberly, Hollister, Hansen, 
Rogerson and Murtaugh for their drinking water.  
In addition, there are other public water systems 
within the County serving development that 
include subdivisions, mobile home and trailer 
parks, campgrounds, recreational vehicle (RV) 
parks.  Given the reliance on groundwater as a 
resource, the quality of that resource is of critical 
importance in maintaining the health and well-
being of County residents.  The Twin Falls County 
Ground Water Advisory Committee is currently 
updating the organization’s Water Quality 
Improvements Plan (2020), the outcomes of 
which can help guide future policy with an aim 
toward preserving and protecting this resource.

Water rights are a state-wide issue and the 
Magic Valley is no different.  Upstream from 
nearly all irrigation uses the average annual flow 
of the Snake River is about five million acre-
feet; once irrigation diversions at Milner Dam 
come into play, that flow is reduced by nearly 
half to roughly 2.5 million-acre feet per year.  A 
moratorium issued by the Idaho Department of 
Water Resources remains in place under which 
no new surface water rights are being issued 
in the County for consumptive uses beyond 
domestic wells.  Existing surface water rights are 
still able to be bought or transferred.

GROUNDWATER
The Snake River Plains Aquifer is one of the 
largest groundwater systems in the United 
States, bordering Twin Falls County to the north.  
The aquifer provides the largest inflow of water 
to the Snake River from Milner Dam to King 
Hill (known as the Middle Snake River reach), 
supplemented by a shallow aquifer in the region 
that also discharges into the Middle Snake River 
reach. 

The primary source of recharge to the aquifer 
groundwater system is from seepage of surface 
irrigation water from the Twin Falls Canal 
Company. Other sources of recharge include 
the Salmon Dam Reservoir system, reservoir 
irrigation supplies, and the precipitation that 
accumulates and is transported via drainages 
from the mountains to the south. With the 
moratorium placed on surface water rights, 
impacts to groundwater quality and quantity 
have been exacerbated over time.  While an 
aquifer recharge program has been established 
in conjunction with the Southwest Irrigation 
District to address seasonal fluctuations to 
recharge rates, straining demands for irrigation 
and potable drinking water and made worse 
by increasingly common drought seasons.  
Measures to limit groundwater consumption 
and curtail the irrigation season have been put 
in place over the last five years, as a result of 
settlement agreements aimed at protecting the 



TWIN FALLS COUNTY TOdAY |41

surfaces temperatures of 20 degrees Celsius or 
above are located in the county.  Current uses 
of these valuable resources are direct use (such 
as the heating of public buildings, homes, and 
greenhouses, and the raising of fish and other 
aquatic species) and power generation.  A 
moratorium remains in place preventing future 
development of this resource due to declines in 
the geothermal aquifer system.

WIND AND SOLAR
Wind, solar, and other renewable energy 
resources continue to warrant exploration 
in Twin Falls County.  While there are no 
commercial windfarms established at present, 
the climate, topography and landscape in the 
County make it an excellent candidate for future 
investigation.  Similarly, solar energy array and 
capture is slowly taking root as a viable energy 
source in the Magic Valley; Idaho Energy 
recently entered into agreement to purchase 
energy from the 120 MW Jackpot Solar plant 
planned for construction south of Twin Falls. It 
is scheduled to come online in December 2022.

ENERGY RESOURCES
Like many western states, Idaho is rich with natural resources that offer energy solutions not enjoyed 
by their eastern counterparts.  Especially prevalent are renewable energy options – and potential 
– to serve the residents of the County and beyond.

An energy corridor exists in the south portion of the County. Energy corridor 368 in Region 6 
serves residents and connects northwest services including oil, gas, and hydrogen pipelines and 
electricity transmission and distribution facilities. A 5-mile easement exist for movements to avoid 
conflicts such as natural resource, wildlife, and cultural or historical areas of interest. This corridor 
has been designated since 1993 and continues to be developed with an unknown completion 
date; additional details and mapping information related to the corridor can be found by visiting 
the West-wide Energy Corridor Information Center.

HYDROELECTRIC
Hydro-electric power is a significant energy 
resource in the state and in Twin Falls County 
specifically.  In 2019 Idaho produced 9,112 
billion kilowatt-hours of hydro-electric energy.3  
Most hydroelectricity in the nation is produced 
by large dams built by private money with 
federal permits; in Twin Falls County this 
includes Shoshone Falls, the Milner Dams as 
well as Upper and Lower Salmon Falls. Much 
of this infrastructure is owned and operated by 
Idaho Power, including 17 substations along 
the Snake River and the associated transmission 
and distribution lines.

GEOTHERMAL
Geothermal water sources are also a source 
of energy in Twin Falls County.  Many of these 
resources are found in the northwestern and 
eastern parts of the County, particularly along 
the Snake River at Salmon Falls Creek and around 
Deep Creek at Banbury Hot Springs.  According 
to the Idaho Department of Water Resources, 
approximately 56 thermal water sources have 

https://corridoreis.anl.gov/maps/
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Natural vegetation along rivers, streams, lakes, 
and reservoirs, known as riparian areas, are 
biologically diverse and productive systems. 
The Snake River, Salmon Falls Creek and 
Reservoir, Roseworth Reservoir, Rock Creek and 
other surface waters provide important nesting, 
migratory resting, winter and brood rearing 
habitat for a wide variety of waterfowl, shore 
birds, and wading birds. Common breeding 
and nesting birds include:

• Canada Geese

• Mallards

• Cinnamon Teal 

• Great-Blue Herons

• Double-Crested Cormorants

• Pied-Billed Grebes

Species of special conservation concern 
including the Tundra and Trumpeter Swans, 
Lesser Scaup, Northern Pintail, Black-crowned 
Night Herons, Western Grebes, American 
Avocets, and White-faced Ibis are also 
associated with this habitat, either seasonally or 
year-round in Twin Falls County. 4

Riparian areas also provide important migration 
corridors for large and small animals such as 
mule deer, red fox, mink, muskrat and other small 
rodents, leopard frogs, and tiger salamanders.  
Rivers and streams in Twin Falls County also 
provide spawning and rearing habitat for 
salmonids (Rainbow and Cutthroat Trout) and 
other native fish species, can be a significant 
source of critical nutrients for downstream 
waters, and can dissipate runoff and reduce 
the impacts of downstream flooding. Trees and 

VEGETATION ANd WILdLIFE
Twin Falls County is home to a variety of native and non-native vegetation and wildlife.  The County’s 
riparian corridors are especially critical in supporting healthy habitat for fish and wildlife, although 
cultivation and grazing lands help support and connect these riparian corridors and provide critical 
open space to support a healthy ecosystem.

shrubs are an extremely important component of 
healthy, productive riparian systems, providing 
nest and roost sites as well as and cover for a 
variety of native birds and mammals, improving 
the complexity of fish habitat by contributing 
woody debris, stabilizing streambanks, and 
helping to maintain water temperatures in rivers 
and streams by providing shade. A number 
of species of special conservation concern in 
Idaho are dependent on riparian habitats for 
breeding, nesting, and foraging, including:

• Bald Eagles

• Swainson’s Hawks

• Willow Flycatchers

• Snowy Egrets

• Yellow-billed Cuckoos

• Townsend’s Big-eared Bats

• Common Loon

• Western Toad

The Snake River and many of its major 
tributaries are characterized by deeply incised 
basalt canyons. These steep and rocky canyons 
provide ideal breeding and nesting habitat for 
a number of raptors, migratory song-birds, and 
mammals. In addition, weather and geologic 
characteristics of the canyons produce suitable 
thermal conditions for foraging soaring birds 
(i.e. raptors).

Development in riparian areas and near canyon 
rims can adversely impact and have long-term 
implications for local populations of wildlife 
that are dependent on this type of habitat.  Not 
only are these areas typically more desirable for 
development because of their views or access 
to amenities, increased recreation along river 



TWIN FALLS COUNTY TOdAY |43

corridors can also impact important habitat. 
Because of these conflicting scenarios balancing 
development demands and preservation of key 
wildlife habitats becomes ever more critical.

Twin Falls County is home to vast natural 
landscapes beyond riparian areas and wetlands 
that support a network of critical habitat and 
threatened or endangered species. The greater 
sage grouse is prevalent in southern portions 
of the County, and recent development along 
the energy corridor has directly impacted 
habitat for the sage grouse and other species of 
concern. Additional species of concern in these 
areas include:

• Norther Goshawk

• Pygmy Rabbit

• Spotted Bat

• Wolverine

• Canada Lynx

• Sage Thrasher

• American Three-toed Woodpecker

• Flammulated Owl

• Great Gray Owl

Additional information on these and other 
species of concern prevalent in USFS Region 4 
and Twin Falls County specifically, including a 
detailed list of species by county, can be found 
by visiting Idaho Fish and Game.

Threats to habitat resulting from development 
also come in the form of invasive species.  
Invasive species are harmful, non-native plants, 
animals and pathogens that have the potential to 
damage the environment and local economies 
by disrupting both natural and managed 
lands.  Invasives are a problem because they 
are highly competitive, persistent, and can 
create monocultures that eliminate biological 
diversity. The County is currently combating 
the zebra mussle, an invasive species brought 
from other waterbodies both in and out of state 
by unclean boats and vessels, along the Snake 
River corridor and other waterways. Noxious 
weeds also pose a significant problem to the 
agricultural industry in Twin Falls County, and 
are managed aggressively by the County 
Weed Bureau to protect crops and animals so 
important to the County’s economy.

https://idfg.idaho.gov/species/
https://twinfallscounty.org/weeds/
https://twinfallscounty.org/weeds/
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CLIMATE ANd AIR 
QUALITY

The climate in Twin Falls County can be 
described as drier and sunnier than most.  
On average, the county see 10 inches of rain 
per year (compared to the national average 
of 38 inches) and 18 inches of snow per year 
(compared to 28 nationally); the County 
receives some kind of precipitation (rain, snow, 
sleet or hail) approximately 79 days out of the 
year.  Although deficient in moisture, Twin Falls 
County is prevalent in sunshine, averaging 210 
sunny days annually compared to an average 
of 205 for the rest of the country.  Summers 
are hot with the average temperature in July at 
89 degrees; winters are chilly with an average 
temperature of 20 degrees.  Breezy – sometimes 
downright windy - conditions are typical, which 
can help maintain air quality.

In general, the County maintains good air quality, 
although odors, fugitive dust, and particulate 
matter (PM10) have been identified as ongoing 
concerns. Odor issues typically originate from 
dairies and feedlots; the Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality (IDEQ) monitors these 
activities and enforces jurisdictional standards 
requiring an odor management plan from 
violators. The IDEQ also sets control standards 
for fugitive dust and has the ability to request 
dust management plans from facilities or 
operations which allow particulate to escape 
from their property boundaries.  With increasing 
residential development in parts of the County 
where road networks are unpaved, and visitors 
accessing recreation via unimproved gravel 
roads, concerns surrounding fugitive dust may 
intensify in the years to come without proactive 
planning and mitigation measures.  

NATURAL ANd 
MANMAdE HAZARdS

A variety of both natural and manmade hazards 
are present in Twin Falls County and have 
the potential to negatively impact county 
resources, residents, and the overall economy 
into the future.  It is increasingly important 
that the County identify these potential threats 
and mitigate them to the extent possible, 
especially where future development is being 
considered.  In many cases good planning and 
foresight provides the greatest opportunity for 
resilience in the face of disaster, offering a high 
level of mitigation by simply avoiding a hazard 
and minimizing its possible impact on public 
health, safety, and well-being.  Where proactive 
measures aren’t able to neutralize a threat, 
preparedness serves as the best defense for if 
and when an event occurs.  

In the recently updated All Hazards Mitigation 
Plan (AHMP) prepared by the Twin Falls County 
Department of Emergency Services, risks and 
hazards present in the County were prioritized 
as follows:

TABLE 3.1 RISKS AND HAZARDS
HAZARD 
RANKING HAZARD EVENT 

High Severe Weather 

High Wildfire 

High Drought 

Medium Flooding 

Low Dam/Canal Failure 

Low Earthquake 

Low Landslide/Mudslide 

A detailed assessment of each of these hazards 
is discussed at length in the AHMP, including 
a description of historic frequency, impact, and 
loss estimates.  A generalized discussion of 
each hazard and potential influence on policy 
and land use decisions is included below. 
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NATURAL HAZARDS

severe weather
Severe weather is perhaps the most prevalent 
and recurring threat when it comes to natural 
hazards in Twin Falls County, which is why it 
received a hazard ranking of “high”.  Weather 
events are impossible to control or plan for, 
can be widespread or localized and have the 
potential to cause serious structural damage and 
significant harm to populations at risk. Severe 
weather events can occur in every season in 
the County and include extreme heat and cold, 
lighting, hail, straight line wind, tornados and 
winter storms.

Wildfire
The threat of wildfire is a real and prevalent 
danger in the west, one that seems to grow 
each year with a changing climate and increased 
development in areas prone to fire (known as 
the Wildland Urban Interface, or WUI). As 
more people make their homes in rural areas, 
the threat to life and property from wildfires will 
continue to increase.  Contrary to popular belief, 
wildfires can and do occur in areas with limited 
timber, and are often more destructive due to 
the speed at which they move and consume 
fuels in a grassland setting.  The relationship 
between vegetation and fuel sources and the 
identification as Wildland Urban Interface can 
be seen on Map 3.2.  

In the last 13 years there has been a downward 
trend in the number of wildfire events in the 
County; however, the total acreage burned has 
increased during this same time. The year 2020 
did see an increase in wildfires in the south 
portion of the County. While wildfire can be 
healthy for a forest or prairie when managed 
appropriately, burning too much vegetation 
at one time can be devastating and have long 
term impacts on public health.  When much of 
the development occurring in Twin Falls County 
falls within an area deemed low-risk for wildfire, 
residential development that can and will 
continue to occur in remote, rural parts of the 
County will be inherently at risk for these types 
of events.  It will be important for the County 
to consider appropriate measures to mitigate 
risk to lives and property as a result of future 
development in these areas (see Map 3.3).   



MAP 3-2 WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE



MAP 3-3 WILDIFRE RISK



View of South Hills in Twin Falls County
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drought    
It should come as no surprise that given the 
significance of the agricultural economy in 
the County, drought ranked as a high-priority 
natural hazard.  Not only does drought have an 
immediate impact on crop production due to 
lack of water and moisture over an extended 
period of time, but the long-term implications 
of drought can create serious deficiencies in 
the County’s overall water supply system.  The 
availability of water as a result of the amount 
of precipitation received, evaporation and 
transpiration that occurs, and the rate of human 
consumption is of critical importance to human 
health and well-being, making the impacts of a 
drought significant and far-reaching.   

Flooding
Rivers and stream corridors in Twin Falls 
County may be susceptible to flooding – 
whether sustained river flooding or flash floods 
– depending on a number of factors.  The 
greatest potential for flash flooding is in the 
South Hills of Twin Falls County (see Map 3.4) 
where rapid runoff from storms combined with 
steeper slopes results in higher runoff velocities; 
however, flash flooding can also occur in urban 
areas where runoff rates are increased as a result 
of impervious surfaces.  By contrast, agricultural 
and residential areas along the Snake River 
are less susceptible to flash flooding but due 
to low-lying topography experience more 
traditional river flooding (see Map 3.5). This 
type of flooding is slower, transpiring over a 
number of days and allowing more time for 
preparation to take place, but can be even 
more destructive, especially when this type of 
event recurs annually. 



MAP 3-4 FLASH FLOODING POTENTIAL



MAP 3-5 FLOODPLAIN MAP
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occurred in or adjacent to Idaho (Borah Peak in 
1983 and Hebgen Lake 1959), the distribution 
of seismic activity near Twin Falls County 
indicates the Snake River Plain area has a low 
incidence of earthquakes. However, in the year 
2020 Twin Falls County did experience a seismic 
aftershock after a 6.5 M earthquake hit Challis, 
Idaho. Most risk of seismic activity comes from 
the northeast and southwest regions of Idaho 
outside Twin Falls County, as well as from Utah.  
Secondary impacts such as soil liquefaction as a 
result of seismic activity should be considered; 
however, soil mapping of the County shows 
the liquefaction potential for most soils is 
minimal, and where there is potential these 
areas are remote and typically have little or 
no development. Additional information on 
seismic activity and monitoring can be found by 
visiting the following websites:

• The USGS Earthquake Hazards Program 

• Idaho Geologic Survey 

• Earthquake Track 

landslides/Mudslides
Large landslides have naturally occurred in 
Twin Falls County over the past century and 
include a 1913 slide around Shoshone Falls, 
the 1937 Bluegill Slide located approximately 
6 miles west of Buhl, and a 1987 slide around 
Hagerman fossil beds.  While additional large-
scale slides may occur given the right set of 
conditions, the more present risk posed in 
the County results from smaller landslides 
and mudslides resulting from increased runoff 
linked to impervious surfaces, the after-effects 
of wildfire, and development on steep slopes.  

Historically flash flooding has been the more 
constant threat in Twin Falls County, with the 
most recent event being a 2014 flash flood 
along Rock Creek that washed out numerous 
roads and infrastructure.  However, the most 
recent flood to impact the County was a 
sustained flood along the Snake River in 
February of 2017, resulting from significant 
rainfall and snowmelt that resulted in 
widespread flooding and nearly $2.5 million 
worth of damage.  While these events 
may be few and far between, the ability to 
plan for and prevent similar situations from 
occurring must be at the forefront of land 
use policy decisions moving forward.

dam/Canal Failure
There has only been one known dam failure to 
occur in Twin Falls County – the Deep Creek 
Dam failure of 1910.  In recent history there 
are no known failures or breaches; however, 
the 1,000 miles of canal infrastructure and 
age of the 22 dams constructed in the 
County make this a possibility that must be 
considered in preparing for the County’s 
future.  Impacts resulting from dam failure 
can be devastating and often similar to 
flash or river flooding.  Should a canal 
failure occur, residents and livestock may be 
stranded or displaced.  While impossible to 
predict, proactively assessing and prioritizing 
improvements to this infrastructure, in 
coordination with the Idaho Department of 
Water Resources (IDWR), is key.

seismic activity and Earthquakes
Twin Falls County is considered to be 
in a moderate seismic zone; this is why 
the hazard ranking for such an event is 
considered “low” although the impacts of 
an earthquake could be quite significant if 
one should occur.  Although the two largest 
earthquakes in the contiguous United States 

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://idahogeology.org/
http://earthquaketrack.com/
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MANMADE HAZARDS
Unlike natural hazards, many of the manmade 
hazards present or possible in Twin Falls County 
can be proactively mitigated, successfully 
responded to or even eradicated through 
good planning, policy and decision making.  
Of course, this requires an understanding of 
all possible threats, potential impacts and 
foreseeable outcomes – and often manmade 
hazards can be harder to evaluate and control 
for given human nature.  Below is a list of the 
priority hazards identified in the All Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. While not discussed in depth 
in this planning document, each is covered 
extensively in the AHMP in terms of the type 
and frequency (where that data exists) and the 
anticipated impact:  

• Structural Fire 

• Radiological Event

• Hazardous Material Event 

• Riot/Demonstration/Civil Disorder 

• Terrorism

• Biological (Pandemic, vector borne 
diseases) 

• Cyber Security

• Utility Disruption 

Of particular interest is the biological hazard 
potential; given the current pandemic and 
resulting social and economic impacts affecting 
the nation, the County’s response to this 
and future scenarios will be on the minds of 
many residents and business owners as this 
plan is adopted.  Not only is the response to 
such a disaster important, but the long-term 
implications of having to plan for an environment 
where there may be need to physically separate 
from others temporarily, or increase sanitation 
measures indefinitely means that the plan, 
ensuing policy and possible design standards 
through zoning and development code may 
have to shift in order to contemplate these 
circumstances – and other manmade hazards in 
the future. 

Additional manmade hazards have been 
identified by the County Commissioners but 
not recognized in the AHMP. For instance, the 
County landfill is considered a hazardous site 
that requires mitigation through regulation and 
appropriate land use controls.   
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POPULATION ANd dEMOGRAPHICS 

POPULATION
Like many western states, Idaho’s population has grown steadily over the past decade. According 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, Idaho’s population was just shy of 1.3 million in 2000; by 2019 the state 
added over 500,000 people for a population of nearly 1.8 million, averaging an annual growth 
rate of over 2 percent. Twin Falls County followed a similar pattern during this same time period.  
In 2000 the County’s population stood at 64,366; by 2010 the Census recorded a population of 
77,230 and by 2019 the population had grown to an estimated 86,878 total residents.  Over the 
past decade the County’s population expanded by nearly 12.5 percent, with an average annual 
growth rate of 1.38 percent each year.

As expected, much of the growth in Twin Falls County occurred within the cities; in 2019 the 
unincorporated population of Twin Falls County was roughly 22,982, after subtracting the populations 
of all incorporated cities and towns from the countywide population total.  The population in the 
unincorporated areas represents 26 percent of the total population, illustrating just how much of 
the County’s overall growth occurs in the urban areas.  Table 3.2 below details the population 
growth and distribution across the six largest incorporated cities in the County between 2000 and 
today, by means of comparison.

TABLE 3.2 POPULATION CHANGE

2000 2010 2019 % CHANGE 
(OVERALL)

% CHANGE 
(AVG. ANNUAL)

Twin Falls County 64,366 77,230 86,878 35% 1.8%

Twin Falls 34,838 44,512 50,197 44% 2.3%

Buhl 3,912 4,122 4,499 15% >1%

Kimberly 2,597 3,264 4,196 62% 3.2%

Filer 1,831 2,508 2,939 61% 3.2%

Hansen 968 1,144 1,316 36% 1.9%

Murtaugh 137 115 206 50% 2.6%

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Given the average annual growth rate for the 
County between 2000 and 2019 was 85 percent 
of the state’s growth rate during that same time 
period, the average annual growth rate for the 
County through 2029 would be 0.94 percent.  
If we apply that annual average rate over a 
period of ten years we would expect to see a 
population of roughly 95,399 residents in the 
County by 2029.  While it stands to reason that 
the majority of the population growth would 
continue to occur in cities and towns, if we 
applied the same percentage as exists today of 
residents living in the unincorporated County, 
the population projection for that area would 
be 24,804 residents by 2029.  That means an 
additional 1,822 people will be added to the 
unincorporated County’s population over the 
next ten years.

Based on the population recorded in 2000, 
Kimberly and Filer have grown the most over 
the past 19 years, with average annual growth 
rates of over 3 percent.  Murtaugh and Twin Falls 
follow suit with average annual growth rates 
over 2 percent for that same time period.  Only 
Buhl has a growth rate of less than 1 percent, 
although the city still added population during 
this time period.  The rates at which these 
communities continue to grow will influence 
where and how development occurs within their 
jurisdictional boundaries as well as within the 
areas of impact surrounding them.  These areas 
of impact are considered appropriate for future 
annexation to support a growing population 
through provision of water, wastewater, and 
other public services.  Until this happens, 
however, managing growth and development 
in these areas remains a joint effort between 
each city and the County, thereby influencing 
the future land use outcomes of this plan.

Idaho’s population is projected to grow at 
an annual rate of 1.1 percent through 2029, 
according to the Idaho Department of Labor’s 
population model.  According to the model, 
the South Central region of the state where 
Twin Falls County is located is projected to have 
a relatively flat growth rate during this time 
period, ending 2029 with a total population of 
221,874 people.  The state’s model takes into 
account a number of factors including birth 
rates, death rates, and migration in and out of 
the state.  While the Department of Labor does 
not provide projections for individual counties, 
we can apply certain assumptions based on 
historic averages to anticipate a population in 
Twin Falls County ten years from now.  
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AGE
When considering the true impacts of 
population growth, age becomes especially 
important to the conversation surrounding 
land use, housing type, the local economy, 
public services and healthcare, recreation and 
schools.  As populations age, sources of income 
shift alongside priorities.  It is important to 
understand this demographic in order to plan 
for and help prioritize the range of needs of the 
community.

According to data provided by the U.S. Census 
Bureau approximately 48 percent of the total 
population is male and 52 percent of the 
population female.  The median age of the 
population as a whole is 34.7 years, with women 
on average being slightly older (median age 
of 35.2 years) than men (median age of 34.2 
years). 
 
Looking at the population as a whole, nearly 31 
percent of the population is 19 years or younger.  
The next largest group are those between the 
ages of 20 and 35 years old, at 19.5 percent.  
This means over half of the population is 
under the age of 35, which indicates Twin Falls 
County’s population is very young, especially 
when compared to statewide demographics 
where the median age of an Idaho resident is 
36.1 years.  Only 16.3 percent of the County’s 
total population is 65 years and older, while 
33.5 percent (almost exactly 1/3) of the total 
population falls between the ages of 35 and 55.  
The age pyramid below on this page (Figure 
3.1) illustrates the relative comparability 
between the ages of men and women in the 
County.  

FIGURE 3-1 POPULATION PYRAMID

When viewed through a different lens, 53 
percent of the County’s total population 
falls between the ages of 20 and 65, which 
represents the age group most likely to be 
employed, otherwise considered the workforce.  
Based on this evaluation the availability of jobs, 
quality education, housing, playgrounds and 
recreational opportunities as well as goods 
and services catering to younger generations, 
especially families and individuals who are in 
the prime of their careers, will be especially 
important to attracting and retaining this 
population. Since many of the job opportunities, 
public services and amenities are located in 
cities and towns, younger populations tend 
to locate in and around incorporated areas, 
while older populations are more prevalent in 
the unincorporated county.  This distinction 
between age groups and geography must be 
considered when planning for future land use, 
housing needs, connectivity and access to 
goods and services throughout the County.
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RACE AND ETHNICITY
Race and ethnicity in Twin Falls County has not 
changed significantly in the last twelve years.  
As in 2008 the majority of the population 
(approximately 95 percent) identifies as white; 
the remaining 5 percent of the population is 
comprised of Asian (~2.8 percent), American 
Indian and Alaska Native (~1.6 percent), and 
other populations.  Black or African American 
populations and Native Hawaiian and Pacific 
Islander groups make up less than one percent 
of the remaining population according to 
current U.S. Census Bureau estimates.

The Hispanic population in Twin Falls County 
continues to grow, as it did back in 2008.  Today 
an estimated 14,845 residents are Hispanic or 
Latino; this makes up over 17 percent of the 
total population, nearly double what it was 13 
years ago. This increase may be due, in part, 
to the prevalence of agricultural employment 
opportunities that require a migrant workforce.

POPULATION MIGRATION 
PATTERNS

One of the key influences in determining the 
County’s annual growth rate is the number of 
people moving into the County from other parts 
of the state, country, and internationally. Table 
3.3 below illustrates net migration patterns 
between 2009 and 2018 for Twin Falls County.

TABLE 3.3 COUNTY-TO-COUNTY 
MIGRATION FLOW

YEAR NET MIGRATION

2009 -146

2010 79

2011 -139

2012 334

2013 135

2014 746

2015 1176

2016 1008

2017 281

2018 1016
Source: Economic Research Division, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Low to negative net migration numbers in 2009, 
2010 and 2011 are indicative of the impact the 
economic recession may have had on Twin Falls 
County’s population; during this time period 
many people were having to relocate in order 
to find work or to address impacts of economic 
strain.  Large migration numbers in 2014, 2015 
and 2016 can be directly linked to national 
immigration policy; similarly, the significant drop 
in migration numbers in 2017 may be indicative 
of a policy shift as administrations changed.  
By all indications net migration continues to 
contribute to population growth in the County, 
although recent reports in the spring of 2019 
signaled a slowing of in-migration in the years 
to come.5 
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THE LOCAL ECONOMY
Land use and economic development trends go hand in hand when looking to direct and support 
future growth and opportunity, allowing the County to prosper and advance in the regional, state, 
and national economy. The information below provides a snapshot of current conditions and trends 
based on the shifting economic landscape since this plan was last written. However, when evaluating 
future trends related to the economic climate in the County, economic development partners  such 
as Southern Idaho Economic Development, the Twin Falls Area Chamber of Commerce, Region IV 
Economic Development Corporation, the Idaho Department of Commerce and Labor, and others 
are all valuable resources the County and its constituents should consult for the most up-to-date 
information.

In 2018 the median household income in Twin Falls County was $50,778 compared to a median 
income of $49,118 in 2017, representing an annual growth rate of 3.38 percent.  Since 2013, the 
median annual income for residents in the County has increased nearly 20 percent.6  However, median 
incomes in the County remain substantially less than the median annual income of $61,937 for this 
same time period across the entire United States.

TABLE 3.4 HOUSEHOLD INCOME (2019)

INCOME NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS % OF TOTAL

Less than $5,000 463 1.5

$5,000 to $9,999 1079 3.4

$10,000 to $14,999 1536 4.8

$15,000 to $19,999 1557 4.9

$20,000 to $24,999 1660 5.2

$25,000 to $34,999 3076 9.7

$35,000 to $49,999 4300 13.5

$50,000 to $74,999 7594 23.8

$75,000 to $99,999 4936 15.5

$100,000 to $149,999 3398 10.7

$150,000 or more 2251 7.1
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unemployment and Poverty
Average unemployment in the County in 2018 was 2.7percent, compared to a rate of 3.8 percent 
for Idaho and 4.9 percent nationwide. Twin Falls County ranked 29th—from highest to lowest—out 
of Idaho’s 44 counties in terms of unemployment.7  

In 2018, approximately 14.8 percent of the population living in Twin Falls County was determined 
to be living below the poverty line, a figure that is marginally higher than the national average of 
13.1percent during that same time period and continues to be an average of 1 percent or more 
above the statewide poverty percentage.  The City of Twin Falls, by comparison, had an annual 
average poverty rate of 15.7 percent, consistent with trends exhibited in the 2008 comprehensive 
plan.  Individuals most likely to be living in poverty in 2018 were males aged 6-11, followed by 
females aged 25-34 and then females aged 18-24; this could indicate that young, single-parent 
households where the female is the primary breadwinner may be more susceptible to poverty, a 
trend that is reflected in national statistics as well.

Educational attainment
According to recent ACS data, just over 87 percent of the population aged 25 years and older in 
Twin Falls County has graduated from high school or the equivalent. Roughly 21 percent of the 
population holds a bachelor’s degree or higher.

The total student population in 2017 in Twin Falls County was 6,966, with women making up 
the majority at 4,365 female students. The College of Southern Idaho traditionally makes up the 
majority of degrees conferred, with 1,054 awarded during that same year. However, the Aveda 
Institute and D&L Academy of Hair Design also offer certificate programs in the Twin Falls area. 
Most students graduating in Twin Falls County identify as white (approximately 73%), followed 
by Hispanic or Latino (18.7%). In 2017 the most popular majors were Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
General Business Administration and Management, and Registered Nursing.

KEY INDUSTRIES
From 2017 to 2018, employment in Twin Falls County, ID grew at a rate of 2.03%, from 38,900 
employees to approximately 39,700 according to ACS data. The largest industries recorded 
during this timeframe included Retail Trade, Health Care & Social Assistance, and Manufacturing. 
The highest paying industries are Mining, Quarrying, & Oil & Gas Extraction (averaging $72,250 
annually), Utilities (averaging $46,705 annually), and Transportation & Warehousing, & Utilities 
(averaging $46,083 annually).

The following table shows the number of private businesses, average employment, and total wages 
by industry in Twin Falls County during the 4th quarter of 2019.  Industries have been classified 
according to the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) which is the standard used 
by Federal statistical agencies in classifying business establishments for the purpose of collecting, 
analyzing, and publishing statistical data related to the U.S. business economy.8   
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TABLE 3.5 KEY INDUSTRIES

NAICS 
CODE NAICS TITLE NUMBER OF 

ESTABLISHMENTS
AVERAGE 

EMPLOYMENT TOTAL WAGES

11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and 
Hunting 199 Withheld Withheld

21 Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas 
Extraction 2 Withheld Withheld

56 Administrative and Waste Services 135 3407 $20,571,670.00

23 Construction 328 1650 $18,550,496.00

61 Educational Services 18 69 $351,000.00

52 Finance and Insurance 148 1029 $15,776,030.00

51 Information 24 396 $4,085,324.00

55 Management of Companies and 
Enterprises 19 290 $5,041,762.00

31-33 Manufacturing 109 4662 $69,665,654.00

54 Professional and Technical Services 240 1156 $14,841,337.00

53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 110 335 $3,135,719.00

44-45 Retail Trade 344 5154 $38,241,613.00

48-49 Transportation and Warehousing 160 1745 $18,101,755.00

22 Utilities 14 206 $4,038,122.00

42 Wholesale Trade 157 1450 $20,274,746.00

72 Accommodation and Food Services 199 4023 $16,190,574.00

71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 45 321 $982,984.00

62 Health Care and Social Assistance 444 5976 $66,914,656.00

81 Other Services, Except Public 
Administration 185 1058 $8,674,806.00

Total, All Industries 2880 35133 $348,623,165.00

Of those employed in the County’s workforce in 2018, the most common jobs held by residents were 
Sales and Related Occupations (4,230 people), Office and Administration Support (4,004 people), 
and Management Occupations (3,726 people).  The least common jobs held uncluded those in 
the Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media Occupations, Fire Fighting and Prevention 
and Other Protective Service Workers (including Supervisors), and Legal Occupations. Additionally, 
the self-employment rate in 2018 was 22.9%, compared to 25.7% for Idaho and 23.1% for the US. 
This rate of self-employment demonstrates a slight increase since the 2008 plan was written and 
approximately 21.4% of the population was self-employed (as of 2002 data). Self-employment 
and proprietorships may be expected to increase in the coming years, as remote work grows 
in popularity following the national pandemic and improved connectivity through technological 
advancements and expansion of wireless, and broadband infrastructure.
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Compared to other counties, Twin Falls County has an unusually high number of residents working 
in the specialized sectors of Farming, Fishing, & Forestry Occupations (6.2 times higher than 
expected). It is no surprise that Twin Falls County’s economy is primarily driven by, and dependent 
upon, agriculture and the specialized employment needs of that industry sector.  

According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture County Profile for Twin Falls County, the agricultural 
economic represents 9 percent of the state of Idaho’s agricultural sales, with 25 percent of those 
sales in crops and 75 percent in livestock, poultry, and products. 

TABLE 3.6 TOTAL AND PER FARM OVERVIEW

DATA 2017 % CHANGE 
SINCE 2012

Number of farms 1,211 -6%

Land in farms (acres) 46,809 -3%

Average size of farm (acres) 387 +3%

Total
Market Value of Products sold $680,238,000 +13%

Government payments $4,456,000 +22

Farm-related income $17,935,000 +37

Total farm production expenses $557,701,000 +13

Net cash farm income $144,928,000 +20

Per Farm Average
Market Value of Products sold $561,716 +21

Government payments $12,377 +111

Farm-related income $35,727 +34

Total farm production expenses $460,529 +20

Net cash farm income $119,676 +28

The table above reaffirms on nearly every level that the agricultural economy in Twin Falls County 
remains strong, with the overall and per farm average market value of products sold and farm-
related income up a significant percent since 2012.  However, the number of farms and acreage 
being farmed continues to decrease, with the average farm size simultaneously increasing over 
time. This belies the agricultural industry is evolving, continuing a structural shift that started in 
2002 toward a consolidated and more corporate structure, and toward more integrated systems 
of supply and marketing chains. It also showcases a significant increases in government payments 
per farm over the five year period from 2012 to 2017, a trend that may not be sustainable in the 
long term.
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PARTNERSHIPS
Continued economic resilience in Twin Falls County will be determined by a number of factors, 
not least of which are the industry partners and economic development professionals at the local, 
regional and state levels working to attract and retain a qualified workforce, diversify economic 
opportunities and expand growth in key industries already sustaining the County’s economies.  The 
following agencies and organizations will be critical allies in the implementation of this plan and the 
County’s overarching desire to stay resilient in the face of changing economic landscapes resulting 
from regional, state and national trends and policy decisions.

• Southern Idaho Economic Development

• Region IV Economic Development Corporation 

• Idaho Small Business Development Center

• Southern Idaho Tourism

• College of Southern Idaho

• Twin Falls Area Chamber of Commerce

• Buhl Chamber of Commerce

• Twin Falls Economic Development

• Mid-Snake Resource Conservation and Development Council

• Idaho Department of Commerce

https://www.southernidaho.org
https://rivda.org
https://idahosbdc.org
https://visitsouthidaho.com/waterfalls/?gclid=CjwKCAiAp4KCBhB6EiwAxRxbpGWq911PRztj0hvEeuiEPDtEkycMhXwKtILiZe87jq8hOkXwpI504hoCpl8QAvD_BwE
https://www.csi.edu
https://twinfallschamber.com
http://www.buhlchamber.org
https://twinfallsidaho.org
https://www.facebook.com/midsnakercd/
https://commerce.idaho.gov


KEY CONSIDERATIONS
While data is critical to understanding current conditions and past trends, it only tells a part of the 
story when it comes to the Twin Falls localized economy, recent trends, and future considerations. 
Stakeholder feedback from industry leaders over the course of the past year affirmed what much 
of the current data and trends represent: that the agricultural economy remains key to the County’s 
economic prosperity, but that like any industry it must grow and change with the demands of a 
growing population, technological advancement, available workforce, and new research and best 
practice.  Additionally, due to shifting demographics and populations regionally and nationally, the 
County has an opportunity to expand on existing economies and look to value-added agricultural 
industries, interest in recreational tourism and supporting business, and facilitate training 
opportunities that will support and increase a viable workforce for growing industry.  Key takeaways 
from the data analyzed and in conversations with stakeholders include: 

 � Maintaining quality of life. The cost of living is just one piece of the puzzle when it comes to 
quality of life. If the County wishes to attract and retain a high quality workforce, more needs 
to be done to provide incentives for young wage earners to stay, including more nightlife 
and social activities, recreation, supportive services (like daycare), and advanced education. 
Family-friendly indoor spaces are needed to attract employers and employees that have young 
families.  Partnerships between public agencies, private business, and non-profits could help 
facilitate access to resources and help with recruitment.  
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Family-friendly 
spaces are 

needed to attract 
employers

 � Housing as a key piece of employee 
attraction and retention. More homes 
were built in 2019 that in any year prior 
to the recession (total of 320); however, 
the industry is struggling to keep up with 
demand due to a shortage in labor force. 
This will continue to fuel increases in 
housing costs, which will have an impact 
on attracting and retaining a workforce if 
wages cannot keep up with that increase.

 � Opportunity awaits. The state of Idaho 
is first in the country for inbound moves 
from another state.  Programs like SEID’s 
“The Secret’s Out” podcast aim to 
capitalize on national and international 
interest in Idaho as a whole and the Twin 
Falls regional specifically. Recreational 
tourism and the growing ability for remote 
work has the potential to catalyze growth 
in the Magic Valley exponentially in the 
years to come, and it will be imperative 
the County and cities have considered 
future growth and development in a 
cohesive manner. An expanded tourism 
economy is feasible for Twin Falls County; 
however, more accommodations to include 
short term rental options are needed, 
in addition to recreation facilities like an 
expo or conference center and supporting 
infrastructure to serve larger events. While 
this type of development may be more 
appropriate within city limits, County 
partnership is imperative to the success of 
this type of facility.  

 � Economic diversity means a multi-prong 
approach. Value added industry is at 
the forefront of the agriculture economy 
nationwide, and should be in Twin Falls 
County as well. Value-added agriculture 
means those agricultural practices that 
enable farmers to align with consumer 
preferences for agricultural or food products 
with form, space, time, identity, and quality 
characteristics that are not present in 
conventionally-produced raw agricultural 
commodities. Localized food networks 

and food processing is key to this type of 
industry. The City of Twin Falls is seeking to 
attract more of these business types, and 
the County should seek opportunities to 
support them as well, where appropriate. 
Additionally, interest in agritourism 
continues to grow, and the County is well-
positioned to capitalize on this trend in the 
years to come.

 � Capitalize on changing demographics. The 
dairy industry has changed the seasonality 
of the agricultural industry; and immigration 
shifts have changed the landscape in terms 
of the workforce availability for year-round 
industry.  

 � Think beyond agriculture. Growth in 
manufacturing is not only possible, but 
desireable; opportunities for expansion in 
the research and development field is also 
ripe, especially as university enrollment 
increases and additional focus areas and 
programs are added. Business incubator 
and accelerator spaces are needed to 
promote diversification, and while these 
will often be best suited for location in the 
cities, certain conditions may require larger 
sites or campus environments for testing 
and product development that can be 
readily accommodated in the County.
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LANd USE ANd dEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS
Twin Falls County continues to follow the national trend of converting prime farmland to urban 
or industrial uses, although the pace of development, and ultimately this conversion, has slowed 
some over the past decade. It is a known fact that prime farmland is often level, well-drained, and 
deep, which makes it attractive to builders and developers, especially where septic drain fields are 
a requirement of development.  Much of the area that has been previously developed in Twin Falls 
County was once prime farmland, setting up a challenge in preserving what remains of this precious 
resource while also balancing the logical approach that future development be concentrated in 
areas where access to infrastructure and services is already present. 

Of the land area currently being farmed, 55 percent is in cropland, 42 percent is pastureland 
and the remaining three percent is woodland or in other use. The majority of agricultural activity 
occurs in the northern portion of the county because of readily available irrigation water, good 
soils, and a localized climate that supports a long growing season.  There are 241,479 acres of 
farmland presently irrigated in Twin Falls County, which makes up just over half of the land in farms 
in the county. It is important to note that most of the development in Twin Falls County has also 
occurred in the northern portion of the County, resulting in a natural and ever present conflict 
between developed areas and those areas retained in agricultural use. Despite these historic 
development trends, the vast majority of acreage in the County remains undeveloped, and is not 
likely to develop in the future given environmental and infrastructure constraints. The following 
considerations remain front and center when considering characteristics of future development 
and land use regulations for Twin Falls County:

 � Preservation of rural community character

 � Protection of scenic viewsheds

The 
conversion of 

prime farmland 
to other uses puts 

pressure on lands that 
are less productive 

than prime 
farmlands.

 � The interface between urban and rural, especially 
adjacent to areas of impact

 � Gateways to and through Twin Falls County’s 
incorporated communities, especially the City of Twin 
Falls
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EXISTING LAND USE
Existing land use is often mis-characterized as being the use of land permitted through zoning.  
In fact, however, these are two different concepts.  Existing land use refers to the current use of 
a property based on taxable records; each property owner is taxed based on how a property is 
used according to state tax rates established (i.e. commercial, residential, agricultural, etc.). Zoning 
is based upon the land use designations established in the comprehensive plan, looking toward 
future growth and development potential.

TABLE 3.7 LAND USE IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY

LAND USE ACREAGE % OF TOTAL ACREAGE

Rangeland 829,100 68.3%

Agricultural 372,500 29.6%

Forest 8,800 0.7%

Water 8,200 0.6%

Urban Lands 7,800 0.6%

Total 1,254,400 100%

Land use is also dependent to some degree on land ownership, which is described in Table 
3.8 below.  As can be seen, a relatively small percentage of the total acreage is held in private 
ownership.  It is on these private lands that tools such as zoning and development regulations are 
most frequently applied; however, land use regulation should be looked at holistically to reduce 
conflict, especially between agricultural and residential land uses in the unincorporated areas.

TABLE 3.8 LAND OWNERSHIP IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY

OWNERSHIP ACREAGE % OF TOTAL ACREAGE

BLM 521,850

50.3%
Forest Service 92,810

National Park Service 4,307

Department of Defense 480

Private Land 581,910 47.3%

Idaho Department of Lands 29,464

2.4%Fish and Game 112

Other State Lands 8

Total 1,230,942 100%



Additionally, areas of impact were designated 
according to established geographies around 
Buhl, Filer, Kimberly, Hansen, Hollister and 
Murtaugh.  These land use designations are the 
basis upon which zoning may be adopted or 
updated in the state of Idaho; however, the current 
zoning regulations have not been updated since 
the adoption of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan.  
This creates inconsistency and conflict between 
the plan’s vision and the code’s ability to carry 
that vision forward.  Furthermore, the 2008 land 
use designations provide little context beyond 
acceptable uses that may be considered in each 
area.  This comprehensive update  expands 
land use designations developed in 2008 upon 
use  and specific characteristics that make areas 
of the County unique and different from others, 
contributing to sense of place, community, and 
the rural feel. The new land use designations, 
called “placetypes”, are described in greater 
detail in Chapter 5 and are intended to provide 
more context.
 

The 2008 Comprehensive Plan characterized the county 
according to the following land use categories:

 � Agricultural Preservation – Intended to protect the non-irrigated, high-desert areas of Twin 
Falls County. 

 � Rural Residential – Intended to direct residential development toward identified non-prime 
agricultural land. 

 � Rural Planned Community – Intended to promote development consistent with small towns 
within the County.

 � Commercial – Characterized as either agricultural/commercial based upon the type of 
agricultural land uses certain types of commercial activity could support, or commercial/
mixed use.

 � Industrial -  Characterized as either agricultural/industrial based upon the type of 
agricultural land uses certain types of industrial activity could support, or industrial when 
certain types of land uses may not be appropriate within the city limits but could be 
compatible to the rural nature of the County even though they may not be agricultural in 
nature.

The existing zoning, which is not based on 
the 2008 land use map, includes the following 
districts:

• Agricultural Range Preservation 
• Agricultural 
• Rural Residential 
• Commercial 
• Industrial 
• Canyon Rim Overlay 
• Wellhead Protection Overlay
• Outdoor Recreation Overlay
• Airport Overlay

Once adopted, this plan will provide clearer 
guidance on the nuanced land use and design 
character respective to each district.  This 
may result in adjustments to existing zoning 
districts, the addition of new districts to better 
reflect the community-wide vision, and a more 
unified approach to land use and development 
through a comprehensive zoning code update 
that takes into consideration the many factors 
that account for community character.
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INFRASTRUCTURE
There is a strong relationship between transportation and land use. The distance from one’s 
home to one’s place of work, worship, and services directly correlates with overall cost of living. 
Encouraging appropriate mixing of uses, such as neighborhood scale commercial within residential 
areas will support walking to nearby retail facilities and shorten and reduce vehicular trips. Likewise, 
emphasis on strong neighborhoods that integrate parks, schools and mixed use will encourage 
walk ability and reduce vehicular trips.

As the County grows, there is a need to coordinate the roadway system and protect rights-of-way 
for future system improvements that serve both residents and key industries important to Twin 
Falls’ County’s overall economy both safely and efficiently. New development should protect street 
and road corridors so that they can mesh with the existing grid system to accommodate future 
transportation demands. Cul-de-sacs are discouraged because they provide poor fire access, 
walkability and neighborhood social life, and the local street network serving current and future 
subdivisions should be designed in a manner that promotes walking, bicycling, and interconnectivity 
(where appropriate) to serve the residents.  

In this same vein, it is important that this plan synthesize land use and future development with 
the anticipated level of service, ongoing maintenance needs, and potential conflict between use 
that such development may have on the County’s road network. Protecting the infrastructure that 
serves agricultural industry and limiting potential conflict between residents and pedestrians and 
agricultural shipments, deliveries, and machinery is critical. The existing transportation network 
and how the agricultural industry uses it is a key consideration when looking to identify areas 
appropriate for future residential development, bike routes, or recreational uses – and those areas 
that are not. Large development proposals that are likely to generate significant traffic are required 
to prepare a transportation study so their impact on the transportation system and surrounding 
land uses can be assessed. In addition, the study should examine ways of encouraging all forms of 
transportation such as transit, walking and cycling.

ROADS AND BRIDGES
Twin Falls County has a large transportation network composed of state and federal highlway 
systems.  Federal and state highways in Twin Falls County operate under the authority of the Idaho 
Transportation Department (ITD) and include US Highways 30 and 93. The only State Highway is 
Highway 74. US Highways 30 and 93 also serve as the primary truck routes through the County.

Twin Falls County is home to nearly one hundred bridges exceeding twenty feet in length. Four of 
these bridges have been recommended to be replaced, and eight others qualify for rehabilitation 
due to their height and ITD’s sufficiency rating criteria identifying them as too low low. All other 
bridges have a fair to excellent rating. 

A third bridge crossing over the Snake River continues to be a topic of discussion among residents, 
stakeholders, and elected officials. Over the past ten years the conversation has shifted from “if” to 
“where”, and the location of a third crossing continues to be evaluated today. This plan takes into 
account the reality that surrounds a third crossing and its inevitable impact on the transportation 
network as well as land use around its future location. This document identifies the importance of 
continued involvement in these discussions at the County level, and the likelihood that the future 
land use element contained herein will need to adjust once a location has been decided.
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
Facilities for pedestrians and cyclists are limited in most rural areas of the county. While sidewalks 
exist in some residential developments, they are not the norm. Multi-modal connectivity between 
developments is also limited, as the road infrastructure and right-of-way can’t always accommodate 
a bike lane safely, and conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists, motor vehicles and agricultural 
equipment happens frequently. 

Feedback from many stakeholder groups and members of the public throughout Twin Falls 
County identified the need for more, and safer, bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure to serve 
County residents and support recreational opportunities. Additionally, the Idaho Transportation 
Department (ITD) identifies four types of bicycle facilities and design standards appropriate for state 
highway roadways, including shared lanes, shoulder bike-ways, bike lanes, and separated multi-use 
(or shared use) pathways. Specific recommendations on where and how to integrate multi-modal 
infrastructure is discussed in Chapter 5 of this plan, as all aspects of mobility should be taken into 
account when evaluating appropriate land use and facilities necessary to serve development types 
and densities. 

TRANSIT
Public transportation options  continue to be limited in Twin Falls County, although interest in 
ride-share programs and expanded bus service to communities like Kimberly, Filer, Hansen, and 
Buhl is building as the population grows.  Currently, Trans IV Buses provides Twin Falls County 
a personalized public transportation system, and Dial-a-ride (DAR) is available to cater to those 
requiring additional assistance. DAR is a door-to-door program that is dispatch operated and 
integrates personal needs into a flexible weekly schedule.  Additionally, Magic Valley Ride Share is 
available to arrange car pooling options in the Magic Valley area.

Commercial transit options include the Salt Lake Express (formerly Trailways Express), a shuttle that 
commutes between Mountain Home and Salt Lake City on a near daily basis with a pick up near 
Twin Falls County (at the Flying J located just off the Twin Falls Interstate 84 exit). The County has 
many Greyhound, auto rental, and taxi services available to serve residents and visitors as well.

The following organizations are located in Twin Falls County and provide transportation services 
for senior citizens: Ageless Senior Citizens (Kimberly), Area Office on Aging IV (Twin Falls), Living 
Independently Network- SCRIP (Twin Falls), and West End Senior Citizens Center (Buhl).
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RAIL AND AIR INFRASTRUCTURE
Twin Falls County has two airports: Joslin Field, 
Magic Valley Regional Airport located in Twin Falls 
and Buhl Municipal in Buhl. Commercial air travel 
originating in Twin Falls County has increased 
over the past decade, following a decrease which 
preceded the previous plan’s development. While 
there are still no direct flights from Joslin Field to 
Boise or Southeast Idaho, multiple daily flights 
connect travelers to Lake City, Utah, via Delta 
Airlines, and service to Denver through United 
Airlines was recently added.  Additionally, the air 
cargo transport industry continues to grow, and 
both Joslin Field and the Buhl Municipal Airport 
serve a growing number of small private planes and 
crop dusters through the general aviation market.

Joslin Field, Magic Valley Regional Airport is located 
approximately four miles south of the City of Twin 
Falls. In addition to daily commercial, freight, and 
general aviation, this airport serves as backup for 
the Friedman Memorial Airport in Hailey, Idaho 
when conditions are unfavorable. It is also a hub for 
BLM firefighting efforts.

Rail transport is strictly commercial in Twin Falls 
County. No passenger rail service is available in 
to or out of the County. Eastern Idaho Railroad, a 
short line of Eastern Idaho Railroad, carries about 
100 cars per day within the County. The majority 
of the freight being carried is grain, potatoes, and 
other agricultural commodities.



70| TWIN FALLS COUNTY - 20|20 VISION FOR THE FUTURE

LIFESTYLE
Through feedback from residents, business owners, community leaders and visitors, it is evident 
that one of the many factors that makes Twin Falls County a desirable place to live and to work 
is the high quality of life experienced.  Quality of life can be defined as the standard of health, 
comfort, and happiness experienced by an individual or a group.  It is dependent on many factors, 
some that are quantifiable and others that are not, but the quality, availability and affordability of 
housing, access to a good education, connection to the physical environment, availability of quality 
healthcare, efficiency of public service delivery and overall safety are among the characteristics 
most described that make their lives and their communities rich.  In conversations and through 
survey responses residents repeatedly described community as one of the County’s greatest assets 
– the people, the neighborhoods, the resources and support they feel are available to them.  The 
following conditions describe qualities of that community held in such high esteem, that must be 
factored into continued quality of life for current and future residents of Twin Falls County.

HOUSING
The availability, affordability, and quality of housing is one of the defining characteristics of quality of 
life in any community.  Housing choice is important, as different options and price points are critical 
to serving the community and its members who are in different stages of life, or have different 
needs and wants, both personally and economically.  The desirability of the west has grown over 
the years, and Twin Falls County has seen an increase in housing price and a decrease in available 
stock similar to other cities and counties in the region.  With a workforce that is becoming more 
remote, many individuals can live and work from anywhere in the country and are choosing where 
they live based on want, not need.  Understanding the housing needs of a diverse population is 
essential to understanding how best to guide public policy and direct future development types 
and intensities to support a growing population. The following sections provide statistical data 
from Twin Falls County to help evaluate the needs of the growing population.
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occupancy Rates
As of 2019 there were an estimated 32,465 
housing units to serve the population in Twin 
Falls County. Compared to the 29,361 units 
that were available in 2005, this represents an 
11 percent per unit increase over the past 14 
years.  Roughly 7 percent of the existing units in 
the County were vacant at any given time over 
this past year, which is significantly higher than 
the state average of 1.2 percent for that same 
time period.  
  

TABLE 3.9 HOUSING OCCUPANCY

OCCUPANCY TYPE NUMBER 
OF UNITS %

Total housing units 32,465 100%

Occupied housing units 30,096 92.70%

Vacant housing units 2,369 7.30%

According to data provided by the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the homeowner vacancy rate in the 
County in 2019 was just 1.7 percent, while 
the renter vacancy rate was 3.9 percent; this is 
typical of many communities as rental vacancies 
tend to be more frequent and can extend for 
longer periods of time, even when housing in in 
high demand.

Housing Type
The type of housing available is defined by 
the number of units within the structure – for 
example, one unit typically defines a single-
family home, two units represents a more 
traditional duplex, three units and above is 
considered multi-family, and so on.  Mobile 
homes, as well as homes on boats or in RV’s, 
are also counted.  The table below describes 
the housing types available throughout Twin 
Falls County; this information is essential to 
community-wide understanding of supply and 
demand.

TABLE 3.10 HOUSING TYPE

TYPE NUMBER 
OF UNITS %

1-unit, detached 25,029 77.10%

1-unit, attached 833 2.60%

2 units 444 1.40%

3 or 4 units 1,693 5.20%

5 to 9 units 907 2.80%

10 to 19 units 497 1.50%

20 or more units 484 1.50%

Mobile home 2,570 7.90%

Boat, RV, van, etc. 8 0.00%

Total 32,465 100%

Based on this information provided by the 
Census Bureau, nearly 80 percent of the overall 
housing stock in the County is either one unit 
detached or attached, what would traditionally 
be considered a single family home.  The next 
largest category is mobile homes at 7.9 percent 
followed by three or four unit types that would 
be considered small-scale multi-family housing 
options.  A small percentage of duplex units and 
larger multi-family units – what would typically 
be considered apartments or condominiums – 
are present in the County.  This may have a lot to 
do with the water, wastewater, stormwater, and 
transportation infrastructure typically needed 
to serve development of this type and intensity, 
but also supports public input that more varied 
rental options for residents in the County are 
wanted – and needed.  
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Housing age distribution
The age of housing correlates to cost and 
affordability, both directly through home price 
and indirectly through maintenance and energy 
efficiencies.  While older homes can be highly 
desirable with upkeep, an aging housing stock 
typically indicates the quality of that stock is 
waning – especially where rentals are concerned.  
  

TABLE 3.11 AGE OF HOUSING

AGE NUMBER 
OF UNITS %

Built 2014 or later 395 1.20%

Built 2010 to 2013 1,176 3.60%

Built 2000 to 2009 5,940 18.30%

Built 1990 to 1999 4,654 14.30%

Built 1980 to 1989 2,931 9.00%

Built 1970 to 1979 6,354 19.60%

Built 1960 to 1969 1,916 5.90%

Built 1950 to 1959 2,950 9.10%

Built 1940 to 1949 1,898 5.80%

Built 1939 or earlier 4,251 13.10%

Total 32,465 100%

Consistent with the number of housing units 
added in the County’s recent past, only 4.8 
percent of the current housing stock has been 
built since 2010.  While significant development 
occurred between 1990 and 2009 when roughly 
1/3 of the County’s housing was built, the 
majority (63 percent) of housing in Twin Falls 
County is thirty years or older, and 33 percent 
of all housing units in the County are fifty years 
or older.

Household size
Household size relates directly to the housing 
type needed to accommodate a family unit 
comfortably.  In 2019 the average household 
size in Twin Falls County was 2.7, representing 
a slight increase from 2005 when it was 2.63.  
According to the American Community Survey 
estimates provided by the U.S. Census Bureau 
for this same year, the majority of households 
(27 percent) in the County included four or 
more people under one roof, a 1 percent 
increase over the past 14 years.  One-person 
households rose in number, from 24 percent in 
2005 to approximately 28 percent of the overall 
households 2019; two-person households 
decreased by 5 percent to 30 percent of the 
total, as did three-person households, from 16 
percent down to 1 percent. 

This shift in household size has implications on 
the existing housing stock and whether or not it 
is fulfilling the County’s current needs.  Looking 
at the size of the available housing stock by 
the number of bedrooms, the following table 
illustrates where existing housing may not be 
aligned well with household needs. 

TABLE 3.12 HOUSEHOLD SIZE

NUMBER OF 
BEDROOMS

NUMBER 
OF UNITS %

No bedroom 683 2.10%

1 bedroom 1,786 5.50%

2 bedrooms 7,404 22.80%

3 bedrooms 14,326 44.10%

4 bedrooms 5,965 18.40%

5 or more bedrooms 2,301 7.10%

Total 32,465 100%
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One-bedroom units – those typically serving a one-person household – account for only 5.5 percent 
of the overall housing stock available in the county.  It can be assumed that some one-person 
households may also need or want a two-bedroom unit, which make up almost 23 percent of the 
total stock.  However, two-person households may also want or need a two-bedroom unit which 
places significant strain on the number available, with 58 percent of households vying for just 30 
percent of the total housing stock available.  Three-bedroom units are by far the most prevalent at 
44 percent and could once again serve any size household; however, cost may become a factor here, 
especially when a one-person household only has access to a three-bedroom unit due to limited 
availability.  The average cost to rent a one-bedroom unit in Twin Falls County today is roughly 
$700/month; the cost to rent a three-bedroom unit is double that at $1,400/month. Similarly, the 
number of housing units that could comfortably accommodate a 4-person or more household 
based on number of bedrooms are lacking compared to other unit sizes; only 25 percent of units 
have four or more bedrooms.

Housing affordability
Of the 20,461 owner-occupied units in Twin Falls County, 65 percent are owned by mortgage while 
35 percent are owned outright.  The median housing value in Twin Falls County is $160,200; the 
table below illustrates the number of owner-occupied housing units available in price ranges on 
either side of this median.9     

TABLE 3.13 HOME VALUE

VALUE NUMBER OF UNITS %

Less than $50,000 1,537 7.50%

$50,000 to $99,999 3,111 15.20%

$100,000 to $149,999 5,081 24.80%

$150,000 to $199,999 4,523 22.10%

$200,000 to $299,999 3,628 17.70%

$300,000 to $499,999 2,085 10.20%

$500,000 to $999,999 448 2.20%

Total 20,461 100%

The median 
housing value 
in Twin Falls 
County is 
$160,200
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According to this data roughly 47 percent of the available housing units are valued between 
$100,000 and $200,000, which seems like an affordable range compared to the state median 
($298,257) or even national median ($204,900).  When the median household income of $50,778 
is factored in, alongside other costs of living that influence homeownership rates, loan approval 
and ancillary costs that impact the true cost of living such as transportation, health care, food, and 
utilities, the picture becomes more complicated. 

In determining housing affordability, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
indicates the maximum a family should pay for housing is 30 percent of their gross monthly income. 
Any more than 30 percent, and a family is considered cost-burdened, which means they often find 
themselves making tough choices when it comes to other needs.  The following data evaluates the 
cost of housing based on a percent of total income for both homeowners and renters in Twin Falls 
County. 

TABLE 3.14 PERCENTAGE OF INCOME PAID FOR HOUSING

% OF 
INCOME

HOMEOWNER 
HOUSEHOLDS 

(WITH 
MORTGAGE)

%

HOMEOWNER 
HOUSEHOLDS 

(WITHOUT 
MORTGAGE)

% RENTER 
HOUSEHOLDS %

Less than 
10.0 percent

5,623 42.40%

3,698 52.10%
1,230 14.10%

10.0 to 14.9 
percent 1,386 19.50%

15.0 to 19.9 
percent 734 10.30% 1,026 11.80%

20.0 to 24.9 
percent 2,447 18.40% 290 4.10% 1,332 15.30%

25.0 to 29.9 
percent 1,435 10.80% 295 4.20% 1,156 13.30%

30.0 to 34.9 
percent 1,073 8.10% 216 3.00% 688 7.90%

35.0 percent 
or more 2,690 20.30% 477 6.70% 3,271 37.60%

Total 13,268 100% 7,096 100% 8,703 100%

Based on the information above, over 28 percent of homeowners with a mortgage are considered 
cost-burdened based on the amount of their income that goes towards housing. Even more 
significant is the fact that nearly half – 45.5 percent - of renters in Twin Falls County are considered 
cost-burdened by these standards. 
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS
While Twin Falls County enjoys a relatively low 
cost of living compared to the region and state, 
this does not mean that housing is affordable 
for everyone.  Current data, verified by 
stakeholders in the housing profession, confirm 
that cost of housing is an issue – especially 
for renters.  Matching the type of housing to 
the individual needing it may factor into this 
disconnect; there are so many more renters 
than rental units available in the County, and of 
the units available they may not be of a size or 
price that a single individual or a two-person 
household finds affordable.  

It is evident that more studios apartments, one-
bedroom units or smaller single-family housing 
options are needed in the County; additionally, 
“missing middle” housing types including 
accessory dwellings, tiny homes, cottage courts 
and expanded duplex and triplex options 
may help alleviate some of the apparent 
demand for housing choice and variety.  While 
affordable housing tends to be viewed in terms 
of large-scale apartment-style development 
or mobile home parks, design standards and 
zoning best practice can help communities 
and neighborhoods accommodate a variety 
of housing types while maintaining existing 
character and reducing impact on available 
infrastructure and resources. Increased densities 
typically require infrastructure such as water, 
sewer, stormwater controls and adequate 
transportation systems to accommodate the 
impacts additional development creates. 
Because of this, expanded housing options and 
densities should be directed towards areas of 
the County and especially those adjacent or 
within existing areas of impact that can support 
additional population growth safely and 
efficiently.

Of course, housing affordability depends on 
much more than simply building more homes; 
costs are driven up as a result of barriers to 
construction, such as the cost of raw land or 
lack of property and lots that are ready for 
construction.  Contributing to this problem is 
the shortage of tradesman – framers, roofers, 
electricians, plumbers – that contribute to how 
many and how fast homes can be built to address 
the need.  Expanding educational offerings 
to including training in these professions is 
key in alleviating the housing availability and 
affordability issue.  

Housing must also address the needs of all 
Twin Falls County residents. While on average 
the population is young, older and aging 
County residents who live on fixed incomes 
and require assistance, access to medical care 
and public transportation are also important to 
factor into future land use and development 
demands.  Younger families and individuals 
in need of traditionally affordable housing 
tend to be employed in retail, fast food, and 
service sectors paying minimum wage (or less); 
improving employment opportunities and 
access to quality education is critical in boosting 
community wealth. Seasonal employment in 
the agricultural sector has historically been 
filled by migrant workers, some of whom may 
be undocumented and unable to access federal 
housing program assistance – yet still requiring 
a place to live while providing a service to the 
community and the agricultural industry.  These 
and other scenarios require a context-sensitive 
approach to zoning and land use that protects 
the character of existing neighborhoods and 
rural communities while offering creative 
solutions to the affordable housing issue. 
Allowing the use of accessory or farm labor 
dwellings to accommodate the changing 
housing needs of the community may be one 
way to begin to tackle the growing attainability 
challenges in the County.
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SCHOOL FACILITIES AND EDUCATION

K-12 schools
Twin Falls County is served by seven public school districts as shown by Map 3.6: Twin Falls, 
Buhl, Castleford, Filer, Hansen, Kimberly and Murtaugh. While each of the districts are located in 
incorporated cities, their boundaries extend into the County to serve those residents and families 
living in the rural areas.  The following table identifies the existing school facilities serving each 
district, current student populations and compares the number of current students served with 
previous student counts from the 2006-2007 school year.

TABLE 3.15 SCHOOL DISTRICT FACILITIES AND STUDENTS SERVED

SCHOOL FACILITY
NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS 

(2005-2006)

NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS (2018-2019)

% CHANGE IN 
STUDENTS SERVED

Twin Falls School District
Canyon Ridge High School n/a 1,286 n/a

Magic Valley High School 129 174 +35%

Twin Falls High School 1288 1,192 -7%

Bridge Academy Middle School 10 42 +320%

O’Leary Middle School 929 809 -13%

Robert Stuart Middle School 719 679 -5%

South Hills Middle School n/a 636 n/a

Bickel Elementary 379 270 -29%

Harrison Elementary School 555 457 -18%

I.B Perrine Elementary School 665 559 -16%

Lincoln Elementary School 486 517 +6%

Morningside Elementary School 658 475 -28%

Oregon Trail Elementary School 559 599 +7%

Pillar Falls Elementary School n/a 649 n/a

Rock Creek Elementary School n/a 603 n/a

Sawtooth Elementary School 665 522 -21%

Buhl School District
Buhl High School 360 353 -2%

Buhl Middle School 278 326 17%

Popplewell Elementary School 110 641 480%

Wakapa Academy n/a 19 n/a

Filer School District
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SCHOOL FACILITY
NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS 

(2005-2006)

NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS (2018-2019)

% CHANGE IN 
STUDENTS SERVED

Filer High School 460 513 12%

Filer Middle School 315 278 -12%

Filer Intermediate School n/a 400 n/a

Filer Elementary School 530 422 -20%

Hollister Elementary School 68 360 430%

Castleford School District
Castleford High School 46

303* 4%Castleford Jr. High School 144

Castleford Elementary School 100

Hansen School District
Hansen High School 65

137 -24%
Hansen Jr. High School 115

Hansen Elementary School 220 194 -12%

Kimberly School District
Kimberly High School 465 560 20%

Kimberly Middle School 337 447 33%

Kimberly Elementary School 645 955 48%

Murtaugh School District
Murtaugh High School 65

349 49%Murtaugh Jr. High School 63

Murtaugh Elementary School 108

Source: Public School Review, https://www.publicschoolreview.com/

*Castleford and Murtaugh School Districts are comprised of one facility serving all grades. 

In addition to these school facilities, County residents are served by a number of private and 
charter schools, many affiliated with local churches and the majority of which are located in the City 
of Twin Falls:

• Adventist Christian School (Twin Falls)

• Hilltop Adventist School (Twin Falls)

• Immanuel Lutheran School (Twin Falls)

• Magic Valley Christian High School (Twin Falls)

• St. Edwards Bi-Parish School (Twin Falls)

• Trinity Lutheran School (Twin Falls)

• Twin Falls Christian Academy (Twin Falls)

• Xavier Charter School (Twin Falls)

• Lighthouse Christian School (Twin Falls)

• Mennonite School (Buhl)

• Clover Trinity Lutheran School (Buhl)

• RISE Charter School (Kimberly)

• Gem Prep (Twin Falls, 2023 open date)

https://www.publicschoolreview.com/


MAP 3-6 SCHOOL DISTRICTS MAP
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Recent studies and input from education 
professionals indicate that Idaho is experiencing 
a teacher shortage, with the Magic Valley being 
in the upper tier of that shortage.  Cost of living, 
access to housing, long commute times, and 
the place-bound nature of education itself all 
contribute to this circumstance.  In considering 
the needs of a growing County and school 
districts, attracting and retaining teaching talent 
depends on more than just quality facilities and 
district support.  

Enrollment Trends
Based on current enrollment trends, Kimberly 
and Murtaugh demonstrate the most significant 
growth in student population.  Kimberly’s close 
proximity to Twin Falls, recent development 
trends, and the desirability of living near 
employment opportunities have resulted in 
a 30% leap in student enrollment.  Similarly, 
Murtaugh’s student population has nearly 
doubled with the construction of a new athletic 
complex and good testing results.  Significant 
declines in student population in some districts 
and schools, like Twin Falls, can be accounted 
for by the fact that one new high school, one 
new middle school and two new elementary 
schools have been built in the last twelve years 
to serve a growing population, with similar 
trends resulting from the addition of Wakapa 
Academy in Buhl and Filer Intermediate School 
in Filer. 

In considering future development needs it will 
be important to look at both facility location 
as well as capacity to serve the population; for 
instance, while the Murtaugh district can handle 
additional students the availability of housing 
in the Murtaugh area is almost non-existent.  
New school facilities may be better poised to 
serve growing populations, or to offer a release 
valve for existing facilities that are maxed out 
in their capacity, allowing for infill to occur in 
areas where school district and facility capacity 
has been a limiting factor.  It will continue to 
be important to take these conditions under 
consideration when determining those areas 
most appropriate to direct future growth 
towards in Twin Falls County. 

Districts are also seeing changes in the 
demographic of students enrolled.  Growing 
populations of Hispanic and Latino students 
means dual-language programs and curriculum 
may be important to advance in the future.  
These trends are reflected in college enrollment 
numbers as well; 26 percent of the College of 
Southern Idaho’s student body is Hispanic.
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Student Safety
Transportation to and from school facilities 
is provided by each school district for those 
students who live 1.5 miles or more from 
school.  A lack of multi-modal connectivity 
to and between schools and residential 
neighborhoods is prevalent in many of the 
districts.  For many students that do not qualify 
for bus service, walking or biking to school 
becomes impossible or unsafe dues to a lack of 
Safe-Routes-to-School (SRTS) infrastructure; 
this results in many of these students being 
driven by parents or friends, which contributes 
to significant traffic issues, especially during 
pick-up and drop-off times at the lower-level 
schools.  In Kimberly where the elementary, 
middle and high schools are all located along 
the same road, traffic issues compound the 
fact that the facilities themselves are not even 
connected by sidewalks.  The street types and 
mobility recommendations found in Chapter 5, 
alongside the transportation needs discussed 
earlier in this chapter, point to a growing need 
to identify appropriate infrastructure that will 
accommodate existing and future development, 
especially in residential neighborhoods and 
mixed-use areas.  Identifying school zones and 
prioritizing sidewalks, signalized intersections 
with crosswalks and pedestrian refuge, 
providing striped or buffered bike lanes and 
connecting older students to public transit 
options where available are all mechanisms that 
can improve public safety for all, but especially 
for students.  Rather than taking a broad-brush 
approach to their application, these SRTS tools 
can be applied strategically through integration 
with future land use planning, analysis and 
development review.



Higher Education
Established in 1964, the College of Southern 
Idaho’s (CSI) campus is located on 350 acres 
in the City of Twin Falls and is considered one 
of the fastest growing educational institutions 
in the state. In addition to the main campus, 
CSI provides educational services at satellite 
facilities in Gooding, Burley, Jerome, and 
Hailey, Idaho. CSI is also a community resource, 
providing diverse opportunities for community 
members at its outdoor program and the Herrett 
Center for Arts and Sciences.

The College of Southern Idaho serves over 9,500 
students annually in a wide array of academic, 
professional, and continuing education 
programs.  CSI offers over 100 two and four 
year degrees and offers bachelor, master, and 
doctoral partnerships through Boise State 
University, Idaho State University, Northwest 
Nazarene University, and the University of 
Idaho, allowing students to obtain a degree 
without leaving the Magic Valley area or transfer 
credits seamlessly to other programs at these 
institutions. The College is a hub for custom-
fit training programs; it is the only community 
college offering a four-year degree in food 
processing. Expansion and diversification of 
programs offered, including in the technical 
and trades professions, is of continued interest 

as CSI looks to support the local economy and 
encourage students to stay in the area post-
graduation. 
 
Dual degree programs offered through CSI 
are becoming increasingly popular; enrollment 
has been on the increase, up 52% from last 
year.  The majority of Murtaugh high school 
students attend all or a portion of their classes 
at CSI, while nearly 80% of Kimberly high 
school seniors graduate with 12 or more credits 
toward college.  Weekend college offerings 
target adults through continuing education 
coursework.  As with national trends, more 
and more coursework is beginning to become 
available online.  Pre-pandemic, CSI capped 
online course work at 20%.  It is anticipated 
that at least in the foreseeable future, online 
learning will be actively promoted if not 
required until the public health situation returns 
to pre-pandemic status.  The hope, however, 
is that online learning capacity can continue to 
expand, providing rural communities greater 
access to higher education at reduced cost.  
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Recreational assets
The Snake River Corridor is the most prominent 
recreational resource within Twin Falls County. 
While the river provides an outlet for abundant 
fishing and water sports activities, the canyon 
itself is home to numerous parks, golf courses, 
and hiking trails. Many of these recreational 
opportunities are either physically located in 
adjacent counties but frequented by Twin Falls 
County residents, or reside within the County 
and attract visitors from the region and out 
of state, which makes planning for additional 
amenities and opportunities a regional issue, 
not simply a local one.  The National Park 
Service completed a Comprehensive River 
Management Plan for the headwaters of the 
Snake that are located in Wyoming, and the 
Bureau of Land Management oversees the 
South Fork of the Snake River between Swan 
Valley and Menan; however, no comprehensive 
plan or recreation strategy presently exists for 
the stretch of the Snake River traversing Twin 
Falls County.

PARKS, RECREATION AND 
OPEN SPACE

Open spaces, natural landscapes, waterways 
and the myriad opportunities for recreation 
in Twin Falls County are considered one of 
the County’s greatest assets by its residents.  
Preserving access to these amenities and 
expanding recreational opportunities 
throughout the County is especially important 
in maintaining quality of life and supporting a 
growing tourist economy. 

People recreate for a variety of reasons: for the 
health benefits of exercise, for relaxation, or to 
push themselves towards a personal challenge 
or a goal. For some, recreation provides a 
chance for solitude, self-reliance or adventure, 
while for others it is an opportunity to connect 
with family and friends.  Twin Falls County 
offers four seasons of recreation for residents 
and visitors alike, including fishing, hiking, 
boating, swimming, camping, hunting, off-
road vehicle touring, cycling, skiing and more. 
These activities are centered around two main 
resources: the County’s lakes, rivers and streams 
and the federally owned lands. 



  
The Twin Falls County Parks and Waterways 
Department maintains authority for three other 
main park areas: Rock Creek Park and the 
accompanying RV Park, Balanced Rock Park 
and Murtaugh Lake County Park/Twin Falls 
County Waterfront Park.  The mission of the 
Department is to provide clean, green, and 
safe recreational opportunities to the Twin Falls 
County community and to preserve and protect 
the outstanding natural, scenic, historical, and 
recreational resources for the enjoyment of 
present and future generations. This is done 
through promotion of both parks and waterways 
in the County and through planning effectively 
and strategically for the future needs of our 
community.  A brief description of each park 
and associated amenities can be found on the 
following page.

Due to the geographic constraints presented by 
the Snake River Canyon’s rim, access to the river 
itself is relatively limited in Twin Falls County, 
which means these sites tend to be heavily 
used by the public. Centennial Waterfront Park 
is among those; located just below and to 
the west of the Perrine Bridge the park offers 
access to a variety of recreation activities in the 
canyon, including hiking and backpacking, rock 
climbing, zip-lining, fishing, boating, canoeing 
and kayaking via a motorized and non-
motorized boat launch.  While located within 
the City limits, Centennial Park is managed by 
the County and offers all residents in the area 
a one-of-a-kind recreational opportunity.  Two 
local concessionaires – A Way of Life Adventure 
Sports (AWOL) and Guided River Tours also 
operate at the park, providing visitors an 
opportunity to rent equipment or take guided 
tours of the river.

Other popular recreation areas beyond the Snake 
River Canyon include Dierkes Lake, Shoshone 
Falls, and Rock Creek Parks. Both Dierkes Lake 
and Shoshone Falls Parks are located within the 
Twin Falls area of impact; while Dierkes Lakes is 
owned and managed by the City as more of a 
local attraction, Shoshone Falls is well-known as 
a regional and national tourism site.  Together, 
Dierkes Lake and Shoshone Falls attract more 
than 300,000 visitors each year, contributing 
to significant traffic and parking management 
concerns as the popularity of these resources 
continues to grow.10 
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 Â Rock Creek Park - Reclaimed from a 
junkyard, Rock Creek Park is now a showcase 
for the Twin Falls County Parks System. With 
the help of many local civic groups, the park 
was established in 1973 and offers visitors 
a wide variety of ways to explore and enjoy 
the great outdoors. The park’s 12 acres 
features playground equipment, pavilions, 
horseshoe pits, volleyball courts, two fire 
ring areas, disc golf, walking and hiking 
trails, and fishing access.  The park is also 
home to many native species of wildlife.

 Â Rock Creek RV Park – The RV park offers 
rentable sites with water and electricity 
for up to 25 recreation vehicles.  Walking 
and biking trails, fishing access, covered 
picnic shelters and two covered pavilions 
are readily available to serve guests, and a 
campground host is present on-site.

 Â Balanced Rock Park -   Located south of Buhl 
along the Salmon Falls Creek Canyon stands 
world-famous Balanced Rock. Over 48 feet 
tall and weighing 40 tons, the wind-carved 
rock balances precariously on a pedestal only 
3 feet by 17 inches. The nearby Balanced 
Rock Park is an excellent spot for a picnic or 
an overnight tent-camp, and provides access 
to fishing along Salmon Falls Creek.  There 
is also one rentable pavilion available at 
Balanced Rock Park.

 Â Murtaugh Lake County Park/Twin Falls 
County Waterfront Park – These parks offer 
guests a quiet natural setting in which to 
view native wildlife species in their natural 
environment.  The Waterfront Park along 
the west end of the lake offers both RV and 
tent-camping spaces with access to water 
and electricity, a day-use area and shelter for 
picnicking, a boat launch, fishing access, and 
two reservable pavilions.  The lake allows 
for motorized watercraft so activities such 
as waterskiing are popular.  Similar to Rock 
Creek RV Park, a campground host is present 
on-site at this facility. 
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The Twin Falls County Fairgrounds are not 
managed by the County Parks and Waterways 
Department but offer significant recreational 
(and economic) value to both residents and 
visitors of Twin Falls County.  Located near 
Filer, the fairgrounds have over 100 years of 
history and showcase the County’s agricultural 
heritage each year with a week-long event 
including a rodeo, concerts, exhibits and more.  
The fairgrounds offer many of their facilities 
on the 126-acre grounds for rent year-round, 
hosting on average 160 events or more each 
year.  In 2018 attendance at the fair topped 
77,000, but has declined in recent years. Due 
to pandemic restrictions in 2020 fair attendance 
was estimated to have dropped nearly 40%.  
The continued diversification of the fairgrounds 
will be important as the County moves into the 
next decade.

In addition to the recreational amenities 
managed by the County, there are numerous 
recreation sites south of the Snake River Canyon 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management.  
Trailheads, campgrounds, study areas and boat 
launches are among the amenities and include:

• Bluegill Lake Trailhead

• Indian Springs Trailhead

• Cauldron Rim Waterfall

• Murtaugh Boat Launch

• Lower Salmon Falls Creek Wilderness 
Study Area

• Cedar Creek Reservoir and Boat Launch

• Lud Drexler Park

• Grey’s Landing Recreation Site

• Big Sand Bay Recreation Site

• Norton Bay Recreation Site

• Backwaters Recreation Site

• Upper Salmon Falls Creek Boat Launch

• Salmon Falls Creek Boat Launch

• Rabbit Springs Recreation Site

• Winter Springs Site

Beyond these popular access points, many 
miles of gravel road and trail are owned and 
managed by the BLM, providing opportunities 
for motorized and non-motorized recreation 
whether on foot, by bike, ATV, or on horseback.  
Feedback from the community indicated 
greater access to these areas is needed, 
especially as mountain biking and climbing 
grow in popularity in the region. Mountain 
biking is especially popular in the Indian Creek 
drainage, and the Southern Idaho Mountain 
Biking Association serves as a local source for 
trails and route-finding in the area.

Snake River Canyon Rim Trail
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open space
Open space is an abundant resource in 
Twin Falls County.  Historically, the need to 
proactively preserve open space as a public 
benefit was not viewed as necessary, given 
how prevalent these lands are in the County.  
However, as development pressure increases 
and land surrounding the incorporated cities 
and their areas of impact is looked toward for 
future development capacity, incentivizing 
good development through conservation and 
clustering, to protect resources of natural value 
and support the continued rural character of 
the area will be increasingly important.

Conservation development is a tool in the 
regulatory toolbox that has been used for 
years to enable development to work hand-in-
hand with the conservation and protection of a 
valued resource such as farmland, riparian areas 
and wildlife habitat, or a significant natural 
feature or hazard.  Conservation easements are 
often associated with this development type, 
to ensure the open space dedicated remains 
protected in perpetuity.  While this development 
tool is applied on a case-by-case basis and 
driven primarily by private property owners 
themselves, it is imperative that the County 
support this tool as a mechanism for preserving 
prime agricultural soils, and may even take the 
lead in designating areas where conservation 
development should be encouraged or required 
through County zoning regulations.  

While groups including the Trust for Public Land 
and The Nature Conservancy have a long history 
of facilitating large conservation easements in 
other parts of the west, no such programs or 
projects exist in Twin Falls County today, and 
no local conservation entity exists at present to 
support local landowners navigate these efforts. 

Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument is 
yet another recreational asset located in Twin 
Falls County  north of U.S. Highway 30 on 
approximately 4,300 acres along the Snake River 
Canyon rim. The fossil beds contain preserved 
remains of animals from the Pliocene era, some 
3.5 million years ago. Established in 1988, 
the purpose of the monument is to preserve 
outstanding paleontological resources, to serve 
as a center for furthering scientific research, 
and to broaden public understanding of the 
science of paleontology and the significance of 
the Hagerman fossil record.  The Visitor Center 
managed by the National Park Service offers 
information, exhibits, displays and a bookstore.  
Ranger-led programs are available to the public, 
and two overlooks with parking offer visitors a 
change to view the stratigraphy of the Snake 
River Canyon and remnants of the Oregon Trail.  
Because the grounds are relatively unstable and 
the fossils delicate, limited hiking is available 
within the National Monument.11 

Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument



In addition to conservation easements, open space in the County has been preserved in a variety of other ways, 
including through the use of overlays to protect critical resources or by implementing building restrictions in 
certain zoning districts.  Cluster development provisions can also be used to preserve important resources 
such as agricultural soils, heritage landscapes, or riparian areas.  



Major cultural themes influencing the 
County history include:

 �Prehistoric/Paleo-Indian Era - 12,600 B.P. to 1700 
C.E.

 �First Contact with Europeans – 1700-1811

 �Exploration and Fur Trade – 1811-1850

 �American Westward Expansion and the Oregon Trail 
– 1843-1869

 �Gold Rush – 1860-1880

 �Ranching - 1860 – 1930

 �Carey Act Irrigation Settlements and Homesteads- 
1890-1920’s

 �Depression Era Placer Mining – 1930’s 

 �World War I and II Era – 1914-1954

 �Modern Infrastructure – 1955-1972

 �Environmental Era – 1972 - 1985



TWIN FALLS COUNTY TOdAY |89

CULTURAL ANd HERITAGE ASSETS
Each community comes from somewhere, a past that speaks to its present and, more 
importantly, its future, providing context in where and how it came to be. Heritage tourism 
is growing in popularity nationwide and provides Twin Falls County the opportunity to 
showcase the abundance of natural resources and presence of prehistoric and historic 
elements that make up the cultural fabric of the County. 

These resources include archaeological sites, trail remnants, historic camp sites, and 
historic structures. Sites associated with the area’s prehistory may be attributed to the 
area’s natural resources, particularly in the Snake River Canyon and other drainages. The 
oldest prehistoric site is that of the Buhl Woman, the second oldest burial discovered in 
North America, which dates to approximately 12,600 year B.C. The remains of prehistoric 
hunting and fishing camp sites as well as rock art sites are scattered throughout the 
County. Twin Falls County also contains significant evidence and sites relating to the 
early Euro-American exploration and fur trade era, the Oregon Trail migration, and 
gold rush, including extensive Chinese placer sites along the Snake River.  These sites 
are of a particularly unique quality; while no existing park or dedication has been 
made, the County is presently coordinating with Jerome County on their recognition 
(through signage and a more organized trail system, where appropriate) and continued 
preservation.  Access to these sites can be challenging due to private property concerns, 
ranching, and Carey Act irrigation settlements.
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Other groups that promote the history of the 
County and its preservation include the Twin 
Falls City Historical Preservation Commission, 
the Twin Falls County Historical Museum, the 
Twin Falls City Public Library, the Friends of 
Stricker, the Snake River Chapter of the Idaho 
Archaeological Society, Hagerman Fossil 
Beds, Minidoka National Monument, the 
National Park Service and the Twin Falls County 
Commissioners. The Commission will continue 
to evaluate this information on an ongoing 
basis to address preservation and development 
concerns.

Sites such as Auger Falls, Kanaka Rapids, 
Drytown, Springtown, Shoshone (1870’s placer 
gold camps), the Stricker Stage Station, the 
Union School, Hollon Family home site, Nat-
Soo-Pah, Civilian Conservation Corps projects, 
the Evel Knievel jump site, the KTFI radio 
station, and Salmon Dam are examples of 
significant historic sites. Additionally, there are 
many communities in their entirety throughout 
the County that resulted from the Carey Act; 
some of these no longer exist but could be 
recognized for their cultural contribution. 

The area now known as Twin Falls County was 
a major transportation thoroughfare between 
1862 and the 1880’s. Besides the Oregon 
Trail, the Toano and Kelton freight roads were 
constructed at this time, and were well used 
until the advent of the railroad in 1883. Twin Falls 
County has a rich ethnic heritage that begins 
with the Indigenous tribes native to the area; in 
fact, Twin Falls is home to some of the oldest 
paleo-Indian sites found in North America.  
These native populations were followed by an 
influx of French Canadians, Chinese, Japanese, 
Basques, Mexicans, Southeast Asians, 
Czechoslovakians and other Eastern Europeans 
over the years.

While there are no established historic “districts” 
in the County, the Twin Falls County Historical 
Preservation Commission developed a survey 
of these sites and many more in 1987. The 
Commission is now preparing a multi-property 
document (MPD) to more accurately survey 
individual properties of interest and update the 
1987 list of prehistoric archaeological sites and 
historic sites in the County. The Commission is 
a participant of the Certified Local Government 
(CLG) Program administered by the Idaho State 
Historic Preservation Office and the Idaho State 
Historical Society.  



In the unincorporated 
areas of the County, water 
is supplied by individual 

wells and sewage is treated 
by septic systems. For any 
parcel of land, sewer and 
water arrangements must 

meet the standards of 
the Idaho Department of 

Health.
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WATER AND SEWER
Within the cities and the areas of impact, 
domestic water distribution and sewage 
collection and treatment systems are provided 
by the municipality. Decisions regarding 
development and the availability of sewer and 
water in the areas of impact rests entirely with 
city governments. City service departments may 
opt to extend sewer or water lines to locations 
outside their respective area of impact only if a 
landowner executes an annexation agreement 
at a later date.

In the unincorporated areas of the County, 
water is supplied by individual wells and sewage 
is treated by septic systems. For any parcel 
of land, sewer and water arrangements must 
meet the standards of the Idaho Department 
of Health and Welfare, specifically through 
the public health district, South Central Public 
Health. All septic systems, regardless of size 
or location, must be approved by the South 
Central District Health Department. In addition, 
the Idaho Department of Water Resources and 
the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
may apply additional requirements to these 
systems, especially where agricultural runoff 
from CAFO’s and large growing operations is 
of concern.

Water availability continues to be of concern 
because most of the County’s developed water 
resources are concentrated near the Snake River 
Valley. City water systems utilize extensive well 
networks from the Snake River Plant Aquifer, 
and much of the infrastructure needed to 
distribute water that will remain concentrated 
in the northernmost part of the County. In less 
developed parts of the County, individual wells 
are the primary source of water whose yield is 
varying. Water quality also becomes a problem 
for wells when recharge waters are affected by 
agricultural run-off or septic systems.

PUBLIC SERVICES ANd FACILITIES 

WASTE MANAGEMENT
Southern Idaho Regional Solid Waste District 
(SISW) operates an integrated solid waste 
management system for seven owner counties. 
A Subtitle D Municipal Solid Waste Landfill 
(MSWLF) located in southern Idaho, SISW is 
the mainstay of the integrated solid waste 
management system for the region.12 SWIS 
provides disposal facilities for Twin Falls County 
residents, businesses and industries at two 
large waste transfer stations, one in southeast 
Twin Falls City and the other five miles west 
of Buhl.  Waste is then transferred at the Hub 
Butte Disposal Site northeast of Hollister.

Five solid waste collections companies and the 
City of Buhl provide residential and commercial 
collection services to County residents. Two 
commercial recycling facilities – Pacific Steel and 
Recycling and Magic Valley Recycling - along 
with a residential curbside recycling program, 
operate within the City of Twin Falls, while five 
satellite drop-off sites and six Twin Falls School 
District sites provide recycling services for the 
general public.
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TABLE 3.16 FIRE DISTRICT FACILITIES 

DISTRICT POPULATION 
SERVED

AREA 
SERVED

Buhl 10,000 101 sq. mi.

Castleford unknown unknown

Filer unknown unknown

Rock Creek unknown 212 sq. mi.

Salmon Tract ~2,200 593 sq. mi.

Twin Falls 52,000 74 sq. mi.

Hagerman ~2,400 110 sq. mi.

Bilss unknown 56 sq. mi.

FIRE PROTECTION 
Fire protection in Twin Falls County is provided 
by eight rural fire protection districts: Buhl, 
Castleford, Filer, Rock Creek, Salmon Tract, 
Twin Falls, Hagerman and Bliss. The service 
areas for these districts are shown by Map 3.7. 
Each district maintains its own staff (full-time 
and on-call) and fire-fighting facilities, as well 
as first response emergency medical services. 
EMS staff is largely volunteers depending on 
the personnel structure of the individual RFD or 
local community.

In the extreme southwest corner of Twin Falls 
County, no fire protection authority exists.  
Limited fire protection and prevention service is 
provided by the Bureau of Land Management 
and the Forest Service, but in these areas 
the BLM only provides protection from fires 
that have originated on BLM lands.  In the 
northwestern portion of the County the Bliss 
and Hagerman Fire Districts have annexed to 
provide coverage for select areas, extending 
across County boundaries; however, the majority 
of this area in the northwest corner remains 
largely unprotected from fire danger.   Although 
development in the south, west and northwest 
portions of the County remains limited, wildfire 
risk in these areas is particularly elevated and 
could wreak havoc on the grazing lands and 
recreational amenities located in these areas 
without sufficient protections.  Although 
technically outside the wildland urban interface 
(WUI), much of the north central portion of 
the County is at risk of the implications due 
to structural fire because response times in 
the event of an emergency are so prolonged.  
While this is typical for rural communities in the 
west, the County should seek every opportunity 
to proactively support development in areas 
where response times are less than 15 minutes 
and water resources are available to manage a 
fire emergency.



MAP 3-7 FIRE PROTECTION AND EMS DISTRICTS
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LAW ENFORCEMENT
The Twin Falls County Sheriff’s Office provides law enforcement and protection for the unincorporated 
areas of the County as well as for those municipalities without local police protection. On federally 
owned lands of the County, the Sheriff’s Office provides law enforcement and protection on a 
contractual basis with the respective federal agencies. The Sheriff’s office provides three divisions of 
service to discharge their statutory duties: Administrative, Law Enforcement, and Security Services. 
The Administrative Services include licensing,  issuance of subpoenas and civil service, records, 
and victim services.  

The Law Enforcement Services Division oversees all standard law enforcement functions including 
Patrol, Crisis Response, and Investigations throughout the unincorporated County. The Patrol 
section enforces state traffic laws and county ordinances while also responding to calls for service 
by the community. The Patrol section has to cover 1,957 square miles of varying terrain requiring the 
section to be divided between the urban and rural areas for more efficient service and protection.
Urban Patrol, including Traffic and K9, covers the roads and highways of the County. Urban Patrol 
also includes County Code Enforcement, and Animal Control services. Rural Patrol covers the 
mountain and range areas of the county and oversees the volunteer Search & Rescue team. Rural 
Patrol also includes Marine Patrol for all the waterways of Twin Falls County. 

Another section overseen by the Patrol section is Crisis Response. This is actually two teams: The 
Crisis Response Team (commonly called SWAT) and the Crisis Negotiator Team (Hostage situation 
team). The two teams, comprised of both Law Enforcement and Security Services personnel, are 
highly trained and handle a variety of complex situations which require a specialized approach 
The Investigations Section handles complex misdemeanor and felony investigations and works 
closely with Patrol to gather and disseminate intelligence information. Investigations also oversee 
evidence collection and storage. 

In addition, Security Services are provided for the Twin Falls County Adult Detention Facility, County 
Courts, and Detention Records, and Warrants.  The Twin Falls County Sheriff’s Office maintains a 
staff of forty (40) certified law enforcement deputies, thirty-two (32) certified detention deputies, 
and between twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) civilian employees spread between the Twin Falls office 
and a satellite office in Buhl.

PUBLIC HEALTH 
Emergency medical transport is coordinated through St. Luke’s Magic Valley Medical Center in 
Twin Falls, which serves as the primary emergency medical facility for the entire County.

Most of the County’s healthcare providers are located in Twin Falls. The St. Luke’s Magic Valley 
Medical Center is a state-of-the-art facility constructed in 2011 to serve residents in Southern 
Idaho and Nevada.  The facility offers a wide range of services including inpatient and outpatient 
surgery, a 24-hour emergency department and advanced cancer center, inpatient rehabilitation, 
lab and imaging, inpatient and outpatient behavioral health services, and women’s and children’s 
healthcare. 
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The Medical Center recently completed the St. Luke’s Magic Valley Community Health Needs 
Assessment (2019), which provides a comprehensive analysis of the community’s most important 
health needs and challenges faced by the residents of Twin Falls and Jerome counties. The CHNA 
allows the medical center, in partnership with community leaders and stakeholder groups, to 
pinpoint, assess, and address those critical needs proactively, and in a coordinated manner.  The 
following were identified by the 2019 CHNA as the most significant health needs impacting Twin 
Falls County:

• Prevention and management of diabetes and obesity

• Mental health

• Access to affordable insurance

While addressing health concerns directly is not the role of this plan, the Comprehensive Plan can 
support these goals, especially improving mental health and preventing or managing obesity rates, 
by supporting active lifestyles through the availability of recreation. Incentivizing or requiring (where 
appropriate) bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure to serve existing or proposed development can 
provide a healthy and safe alternative mode of transportation for those who might otherwise drive 
to their destination. 

UTILITIES 
The major utilities serving County residents include electric, natural gas, telecommunications 
and irrigation.  The Idaho Power Company supplies electric distribution lines for all homes and 
commercial areas of the County, and proactively plans for continued service and distribution based 
on future build-out potential in the County.  The recently updated Magic Valley Electric Plan (2019) 
evaluates substation facilities and transmission lines necessary to serve areas up to 50 years from 
now; when coupled with the company’s Integrated Resource Plan (2019), Idaho Power takes a 
holistic look at the natural resources available to support a growing customer base sustainably into 
the future. By 2045 Idaho Power intends to be a 100% clean energy company.

Telecommunications lines coincide with the main power transmission and distribution lines 
throughout most of the County. In Filer, Hollister, and Rogerson, telephone service is provided by 
the Filer Mutual Telephone Company; the remainder of the County is served by CenturyLink.
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Internet service in Twin Falls County is provided 
primarily by CenturyLink or Spark Light; while 
there are a few independent internet providers, 
availability is limited to the CenturyLink or Spark 
Light networks unless another independent 
provide offers it. While the internet service 
area has grown, there remain rural parts of 
the County that remain unserved by internet 
or cellular service. Limits to these services will 
be a naturally limiting factor on future growth, 
as most individuals expect or require these 
services for personal or professional use.

Although irrigation waters are generally 
considered more of a natural resource than a 
utility, the availability and distribution of irrigation 
water control agricultural development in Twin 
Falls County. The largest irrigation source for 
the county is the Snake River at Milner Dam, 
and those waters are distributed via two main 
canal systems operated by the Twin Falls Canal 
Company.

Intermountain Gas Company provides services 
to cities and outlying areas in the northern part 
of Twin Falls County.  Approximately 48% of 
the County population heats their home using 
natural gas. Most of the outlying unincorporated 
areas of the County rely on electric heat 
(40%), home heating oil (5%) or wood (4%).  
Geothermal, wind and solar energy do present 
some feasible energy alternatives, although 
minimal exploration of these resources for 
public use has taken place to date and less than 
1% of homes utilize their potential for heat or 
electricity. Additionally, discussions are ongoing 
about the possibility of introducing digesters to 
the power grid.  
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
The Twin Falls County Office of Emergency 
Services coordinates resources in the time of a 
disaster or incident for the 8 cities in Twin Falls 
County. The Department uses the Emergency 
Operations Plan as a primary resource, which 
is mirrored after the state and the National 
Response Plan through the Office of Domestic 
Preparedness. This plan, along with the 
Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP), allows 
those city, government, and first responding 
agencies to protect and support the public 
welfare by handling incidents that effect Twin 
Falls County residents in a coordinated manner. 

The Department is also responsible for preparing 
the Twin Falls County Multi-Jurisdiction All 
Hazard Mitigation Plan, to identify the county’s 
hazards, understand the vulnerabilities to those 
hazards, and craft solutions that, if implemented, 
will significantly reduce threats to life and 
property. The plan was completely revised in 
2020 and the entire Hazard and Vulnerability 
Assessment updated to more accurately assess 
the current conditions in the County. The 
format was also changed to match the FEMA 
Local Plan Crosswalk Guidance and incorporate 
the Community Wildfire Protection Plan for the 
County.  The plan is an essential and supportive 
resource in the comprehensive planning process 
and contributed greatly to the land use and 
policy recommendations included in this plan.  
Any time populations can proactively avoid 
hazards or mitigate conditions before disaster 
occurs, public health and wellness is protected 
and the economic impact lessened for local 
governments and residents alike.



The CommuniTy's Plan
Ch.4
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The imPoRTanCe oF PuBliC inPuT

The cornerstone of every great plan is robust and ongoing public input.  
There is no “one public” in any community, including Twin Falls County.  

The County is composed of a diverse group of people, viewpoints, and 
interests.  Early, continuous, and broad public engagement helped to 
ensure that the plan incorporated that diversity and feedback into each 
stage of the process.

Diverse and inclusive public engagement in the planning process fuels 
innovation, it improves communication across the County, and it helps 
the County respond more successfully to a rapidly changing world.  By 
involving many different stakeholders, from residents to business owners 
to non-profits to governmental agencies and representatives, the process 
followed in this plan built broad consensus which will hopefully lead to 
better, faster, and more successful plan implementation.

Twin Falls County 2020 – Vision for the Future is the result of the hard work 
of many individuals, staff, boards, and the project Steering Committee. 
This plan is an update of the 2008 Twin Falls County Comprehensive 
Plan and is significantly different in terms of content and organization.  
However, it provides continuity between the plans by bringing forward 
ideas and information from 2008 and building on concepts that are still 
important.  The 2020 plan adds detail, a new, more expressive, and 
aspirational vision, and creates an entirely new implementation element 
to assist the County in moving forward strategically.

Members of the Orion project team lead community members 
in Buhl through an opportunities and constraints exercise during 

Planning Week, February 2020.
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The PuBliC enGaGemenT 
PRoCess

The planning process began in 2018 with an audit of 
the existing plan.  This included an extensive tour of the 
County as well as meetings with staff and stakeholders, 
to better understand the ways in which the 2008 
comprehensive plan was functioning well or could be 
improved upon.   Prior to beginning the creation of 
Twin Falls County 2020 – Vision for the Future, a public 
engagement strategy was prepared outlining the types 
of engagement activities planned, when the activities 
would occur, how the input gathered would inform the 
plan, and where face-to-face meetings would be critical.  
Having this information helped to ensure the process 
was focused, intentional, and productive.

A steering committee was created to oversee the 
planning process and to provide critical input and 
guidance along the way.  The steering committee met 
regularly in person or by video/phone conference and 
was composed of community leaders from across the 
County who represented various stakeholder groups.  
A stakeholder was defined as a person or group with 
a stake in the County’s future.  The steering committee 
included representation from: 
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Activity Lead Support
Develop detailed public engagement strategy OPD+C4:D62
Invitation(s) sent to potential Steering Committee members TFC
Select final Steering Committee membership and communicate next steps TFC
Develop initial content for project web page OPD
Launch project web page in advance of Kick-off Trip #1 OPD TFC
Release notification of web page via social media TFC OPD
Finalize Trip #1 agenda and activities OPD
Prepare project update for website and press release for Trip #1 OPD TFC
Update project website/send press release for Trip #1 TFC OPD
Finalize materials and presentation content for Trip #1 OPD
Social media/website reminder released for Trip #1 TFC OPD
Trip #1 - Steering Committee meeting (to include branding exercise) OPD TFC
Trip #1 - Public Open House event OPD TFC
Trip #1 - preliminary meetings with core groups identified OPD
Update project website with summary of Trip #1 OPD TFC
Solidify dates for Trip #2 - Planning Week OPD TFC
Update project website and social media related to Trip #2 OPD TFC
Draft preliminary community survey questions OPD
Develop and refine community survey content OPD TFC
Finalize Trip #2 - Planning Week agenda and activities OPD
Update project website and social media with Trip #2 agenda and activities OPD TFC
Launch community survey OPD
Survey/Trip #2 reminder sent via website and social media TFC OPD
Develop and send out press release related to Trip #2 activities TFC OPD
Trip #2 - Steering Committee meeting OPD TFC
Trip #2 - Key stakeholder roundtables OPD
Trip #2 - Public Open House(s)/charette activities OPD TFC
Close community survey OPD
Update project website - workshop presentation(s) and photos from Trip #2 OPD TFC
Update project website/social media announcement - survey summary OPD TFC
Steering Committee meeting (in person/via conference call) OPD TFC
Update project website/social media announcement - vision statement and planning principles OPD TFC
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o The Planning and Zoning Commission
o City of Twin Falls
o City of Kimberly
o City of Buhl
o The Farm Bureau
o The Cattleman’s Association
o St. Luke’s Magic Valley Medical Center
o Idaho Power
o College of Southern Idaho 
o Magic Valley Builders Association

o The agricultural industry, including 
local farmers and ranchers 
from Murtaugh and Filer and 
representation from the dairymen as 
well as the County’s 4-H program

o Twin Falls Canal Company
o Local citizens and landowners
o The legal community, including local 

attorneys
o Local realtors
o The County Commission
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Update project website - workshop presentation(s) and photos from Trip #2 OPD TFC
Update project website/social media announcement - survey summary OPD TFC
Steering Committee meeting (in person/via conference call) OPD TFC
Update project website/social media announcement - vision statement and planning principles OPD TFC
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The County also created a project website and 
approved a logo to help brand materials related 
to the plan.   The website was used continuously 
throughout the project to push out information 
related to meetings and drafts as well as to 
solicit input through the community survey and 
a dedicated contact form embedded on the 
website.  Online engagement provided 24/7 
access to plan information and allowed the 
public to interact with the project at their 
convenience.  The logo, seen throughout this 
plan in many forms, was used to create a project 
identity that could legitimize related materials, 
such as the survey and plan drafts, and provide 
immediate at-a-glance recognition for meeting 
posters and signs. 

Technology became even more important 
during the drafting phase of the project. 
Although the COVID-19 pandemic created 
challenges for face-to-face meetings during the 
first half of 2020, the process moved forward 
and on time through the use of internet and 
phone technology that allowed the consultants 
to engage with staff, the steering committee, 
and stakeholders as needed.  Fortunately, many 
public meetings were held prior to the pandemic 
providing a wealth of information used to create 
the first plan draft.

6’

online outreach
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The first countywide face-to-face event was a 
kick-off public open house at the County West 
Building.  The open house used a drop-in format 
to allow residents to come at their convenience 
to view information about the County; talk to 
staff, consultants, and commissioners; and to 
solicit public input on key issues.  Participants 
were asked specifically to identify what they 
most loved about living in the County, what 
they would change if given the opportunity, 
and to think about Twin Falls County 20 years 
from now and how, in a perfect world, it might 
look to them.  Many comments were received 
and were used to help guide stakeholder 
engagement, development of the community 
survey, and workshop structure for Community 
Planning Week.  A complete summary of the 
comments received from participants can be 
found in Appendix B – Community Open House 

Summary; however, feedback received 
focused heavily on the rural character of 

the community, the natural environment 
and resources, and the importance of 
the County’s agricultural base.

public open house

What 
do you love 

most about living 
in Twin Falls 

County??



104| TWin Falls CounTy - 20|20 Vision FoR The FuTuRe



The CommuniTy's Plan |105

The next significant face-to-
face outreach opportunity 
occurred during Planning 
Week.  A general call to all 
county residents was issued 
by email, through posters put 
up at strategic locations, as 
well as through the website 
and radio interviews by county 
commissioners.  Articles ran 
in the newspaper promoting 
public input opportunities, 
and steering committee and 
stakeholder group members 
also issued personal invitations 
and got the word out to their 
member groups.  Over 100 
community members and 
stakeholders were engaged 
during the course of the week 
through workshop activities, 
stakeholder meetings and 
events.

planning week
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Workshop participants were then invited to 
identify where and how these values might 
influence land use, growth, and development 
decisions at the County level.  Participants were 
asked to identify opportunities and constraints 
related to agricultural (heritage) resources, 
cultural assets, recreation and open space, 
economic development, housing, transportation 
and connectivity, and environmental constraints.  
The results of these mapping exercises were 
then compiled in the summary maps that follow, 
to illustrate overlapping interests and concerns 
related to specific areas and geographies 
throughout the County.

planning week
A series of public workshops were held during 
Planning Week in Buhl, Hansen, and Twin Falls 
where residents used maps, their knowledge 
of the County, and their unique perspectives 
to offer input on community values, ideas, 
and concerns.  These interactive workshops 
required participants to break into small groups 
and discuss their personal values and interests, 
which overwhelmingly included the rural, small 
town feel, agricultural economy, and access 
to recreation and open space.  These assets 
were universally valued by County residents, 
as evidenced in the summary Word Cloud 
in Figure 4.1 below.  A complete summary 
list of participant values, ideas, and concerns 
collected during these community workshops 
can be found in Appendix C – Planning Week 
Public Workshop Feedback Summary.
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Opportunities for protecting, enhancing or ex-
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PLANNING WEEK - 
COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

MAP 4-1 HERITAGE ASSETS
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Opportunities for preserving  or enhancing a 
historic or cultural asset that reflects Twin Falls 
County’s history and uniqueness.

PLANNING WEEK - 
COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

MAP 4-2 HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ASSETS



Motorcycle riding 
area conflicts with 

housing and farming

This section is 
closed off

Yearly deaths at 
Pillar Falls - need 

signage

!

!

!

Owlsey Bridge

Whitewater section of river

Parks and/or Camping

Clear Springs Blueway

Potential rafting day trips 
- Need better access to 

this section

1,000 Springs

Potential Rail Trail

Buhl Recreation

Shooting Range

Rock Creek Trails

Centennial Park, 
Kayak Launch, Zipline

Durkee’s Lake - 
Rock climbing 

destination

Pedestrian Bridge

Auger Falls

Great rock 
climbing

Murtaugh Grae

Canyon Rim Trail
Expansion

Shoshone Falls
Twin 
Falls

“Murtaugh Stretch” - popular 
whitewater rafting section

Cedar Draw

Preserve the open spaces

Canyons

Rock Creek Trails into 
South Hills

Indian Creek - 
Mountain biking

Indian Springs - Regulatory 
Signage Needed

Bike Trails

Bike Trails
Rock Creek 

Park

Bike Trails

BLM land

“South Hills” - 
Great trails

Sawtooth

Hunting

Ski Area

Cedar Creek

Access to Forest

Salmon 
Fishing

Need 
Kayak 
Launch

Great 
Kayaking

A
cc

es
s 

to
 R

ec
re

at
io

n

Opportunities for protecting, enhancing or ex-
panding access to public recreation and open 
space. 

PLANNING WEEK - 
COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

MAP 4-3 PUBLIC RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE
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PLANNING WEEK - 
COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

MAP 4-4 ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION
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PLANNING WEEK - 
COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

MAP 4-5 HOUSING DIVERSIFICATION
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portation
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Major traffic
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route

Opportunities for greater connectivity in the 
County - whether by car, bike, foot or transit.

PLANNING WEEK - 
COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

MAP 4-6 MOBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY
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PLANNING WEEK - 
COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

MAP 4-7 NATURAL AND MAN-MADE CONSTRAINTS
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In addition to workshops, the consulting team 
engaged in a series of stakeholder roundtables 
and facilitated a meeting with the Steering 
Committee during Planning Week.  With 
assistance from staff, steering committee 
members and the Commissioners, a list of key 
stakeholders was compiled, and invitations 
sent to convene topic-specific groups to 
gather focused information on issues and 
concerns directly related to the plan elements. 
These groups included representatives 
from agriculture, transportation, economic 
development, natural resources, housing, 
public services and utilities, education, parks 
and recreation, history and culture, land use 
and development, as well as members of the 
County Commission and Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  A comprehensive summary of all 
feedback collected from stakeholder roundtable 
conversations can be found in Appendix D 
– Planning Week Stakeholder Roundtable 
Summary.  

The steering committee kicks off 
the comprehensive plan update in 

December 2019.
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Input from each group was used to further inform community survey questions and direct further 
research and investigation into existing conditions and future trends in the County. The most 
significant takeaway of all of these events was a wealth of information used to guide the creation of 
a vision statement for the plan, a set of guiding principles that establish County planning principles 
and served as the foundation for crafting plan goals, policy, and action.

planning week

The steering committee convenes during 
planning week in February 2020.
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TWIN FALLS COUNTY - ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES 
WHAT SHOULD WE KNOW ABOUT TWIN FALLS COUNTY AS WE START THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE?

TFCO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + ZONING CODE  UPDATE | PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

LAND USE AND 
ZONING

TRANSPORTATION COMMUNITY 
CHARACTER

HISTORY AND
CULTURE

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

NATURAL 
RESOURCES

HOUSING PUBLIC SERVICES AND 
FACILITIES

PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION

SCHOOLS AND 
EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL
HAZARDS

 � Area of impact 
has traditionally 
stressed 
residents who 
may or may not 
have a say about 
what happens 
around them

 � No more 
building 
commercial 
along canyon

 � There are vast 
differences 
of what 
“agricultural” 
and “agricultural 
support” (i.e. Ag 
vs. industrial) 
means to people 
with competing 
interest and 
whether 
it actually 
preserves the 
character of the 
area

 � The MPO 
should provide 
cohesion if there 
is buy in from all 
stakeholders

 � Second bridge

 � There are a lot 
of people, not 
too many main 
roads

 � Airport only flies 
to Salt Lake

 � Transportation 
Plan for County 
Roads and 
Development

 � Maintenance of 
roads

 � We don’t have 
a lot of direct 
routes due 
to canyons 
throughout the 
area; but its one 
of the best parts 
of this place.  
Expansion of 
current bridge or 
additional one

 � It’s an expanding 
yet sleepy area

 � Consistently 
wants to set 
itself apart from 
growth like 
Ada County 
or Canyon 
County

 � To be Twin not 
Boise, not Idaho 
Falls, not Coeur 
d’Alene

 � Historic 
preservation 
should be a 
priority and 
can work hand-
in-hand with 
economic 
development

 � We came from 
ag roots; a lot of 
historic sites and 
buildings have 
been removed; 
towns all shut 
down by 9:00 
PM

 � Look to the 
future bringing 
the past with us.  
Appeal to the 
younger while 
respecting our 
elders

 � Economic 
development 
should be more 
diverse

 � Stop giving tax 
breaks to large 
companies; 
make it the 
same across the 
board, large or 
small

 � The area has 
a difficult 
time retaining 
business that 
may be out of 
the economic 
means of the 
population but 
we are in need 
of business so 
we don’t have to 
go to Boise for 
some items

 � Water in limited 
quantities and 
lava rock

 � There’s a lot of 
potatos

 � No “pack ‘em 
and stack ‘em” 
housing along 
Canyon

 � You could build 
up instead of out 
for housing

 � More 
apartments 
that aren’t that 
expensive

 � Area pricing is 
increasing at an 
exponential rate; 
some are on 
par with Boise 
trends

 � When is public 
transportation 
anticipated?

 � Most are related 
to ag/parks 
and rec/land 
(weeds/invasive 
species), and 
resource related; 
others may be 
associated with 
cities.  We do 
a good job of 
trying to fill 
gaps for needs 
of community. 
They do a good 
job of providing 
statutory 
items in local 
government and 
judiciary

 � Protect parks 
and recreation

 � More places 
for dogs to run 
without a leash

 � The ones 
we have are 
great.  I would 
encourage 
expansion to 
protect/preserve 
areas

 � Encourage 
higher 
education

 � Greater 
education 
opportunities

 � We have good 
support for 
technical and 
apprenticeship 
opportunities.  
They are vital 
to the economy 
and needed skills 
in the area

 � Public discussion 
and awareness 
about respecting 
irrigation 
waterways and 
not dumping in 
them

 � Factories not 
complying with 
EPA regulating 
for outputs 
into the air 
and streams.  
Dairy output 
of nutrients 
and compliance 
[with 
regulations].  
Run-off into 
Snake

Following Planning Week, Twin Falls County 
staff led similar mapping exercises as those 
conducted at the community workshops during 
two local events: Agri-Action held January 28th 
through February 1st, and the Home and Garden 
Show held February 14th-16th, 2020.  Both events 
were held at the College of Southern Idaho 
Expo Center, and involved a station with maps 
where participants could identify opportunities 
and constraints throughout Twin Falls County 
following the same series of question prompts 
asked during the public workshops.  The input 
gathered at these two events was incorporated 
into the summary maps shown on the previous 
pages.    

Also following Planning Week, a community 
survey was developed to continue and broaden 
the conversation about the County’s strengths, 
weaknesses, core values, current issues, and 
future opportunities.  The survey was also used 
to generate more ideas about how the County 
can preserve and enhance what it values, 
overcome obstacles, and mitigate weaknesses.  
It explored topics such as agriculture, the 
economy, transportation, recreation, services 
and utilities, and property rights.  The survey 
was generated in SurveyMonkey and distributed 
widely by email and hardcopy as well as 
through the project website for more than eight 
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weeks.  A copy of the survey and a summary 
of the results generated by SurveyMonkey can 
be found in Appendix E – Raw Community 
Survey Data.  A more detailed investigation 
into the survey responses, including all write-
in responses, and an analysis into the direction 
these responses provided can be found in 
Appendix F – Community Survey Summary.

There was much to learn and use from the 
answers to the survey, especially when viewed 
together with the feedback generated during 
Planning Week.  The following is a quick 
summary of some key takeaways.

TWIN FALLS COUNTY - ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES 
WHAT SHOULD WE KNOW ABOUT TWIN FALLS COUNTY AS WE START THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE?

TFCO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + ZONING CODE  UPDATE | PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

LAND USE AND 
ZONING

TRANSPORTATION COMMUNITY 
CHARACTER

HISTORY AND
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ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

NATURAL 
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HOUSING PUBLIC SERVICES AND 
FACILITIES

PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION

SCHOOLS AND 
EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL
HAZARDS
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around them
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along canyon
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area

 � The MPO 
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roads
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to Salt Lake

 � Transportation 
Plan for County 
Roads and 
Development

 � Maintenance of 
roads

 � We don’t have 
a lot of direct 
routes due 
to canyons 
throughout the 
area; but its one 
of the best parts 
of this place.  
Expansion of 
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 � It’s an expanding 
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itself apart from 
growth like 
Ada County 
or Canyon 
County

 � To be Twin not 
Boise, not Idaho 
Falls, not Coeur 
d’Alene

 � Historic 
preservation 
should be a 
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in-hand with 
economic 
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 � We came from 
ag roots; a lot of 
historic sites and 
buildings have 
been removed; 
towns all shut 
down by 9:00 
PM

 � Look to the 
future bringing 
the past with us.  
Appeal to the 
younger while 
respecting our 
elders

 � Economic 
development 
should be more 
diverse

 � Stop giving tax 
breaks to large 
companies; 
make it the 
same across the 
board, large or 
small

 � The area has 
a difficult 
time retaining 
business that 
may be out of 
the economic 
means of the 
population but 
we are in need 
of business so 
we don’t have to 
go to Boise for 
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 � Water in limited 
quantities and 
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 � No “pack ‘em 
and stack ‘em” 
housing along 
Canyon

 � You could build 
up instead of out 
for housing

 � More 
apartments 
that aren’t that 
expensive

 � Area pricing is 
increasing at an 
exponential rate; 
some are on 
par with Boise 
trends

 � When is public 
transportation 
anticipated?

 � Most are related 
to ag/parks 
and rec/land 
(weeds/invasive 
species), and 
resource related; 
others may be 
associated with 
cities.  We do 
a good job of 
trying to fill 
gaps for needs 
of community. 
They do a good 
job of providing 
statutory 
items in local 
government and 
judiciary

 � Protect parks 
and recreation

 � More places 
for dogs to run 
without a leash

 � The ones 
we have are 
great.  I would 
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protect/preserve 
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 � Encourage 
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education

 � Greater 
education 
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 � We have good 
support for 
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They are vital 
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 � Public discussion 
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Dairy output 
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regulations].  
Run-off into 
Snake
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Specific Issues
The remainder of the survey (Q5 through 
Q20) asked questions about specific issues 
raised during the many public and stakeholder 
meetings.  These include agriculture, 
housing, services, infrastructure and mobility, 
development, recreation, and how the plan 
relates to the land development codes.  
These questions are directly related to the 
state-required comprehensive plan elements.  
Answers to these questions, as well as all other 
feedback received, were the basis for creating 
the new comprehensive plan vision, principles, 
goals, and implementation strategies.  More 
detail about survey responses appears in the 
plan elements discussed in Chapters 3, 5 and 6.

Another issue related to required elements 
is private property rights.  The purpose of 
that question (Q16) was to better understand 
how Twin Falls County residents define 
private property rights so the plan could best 
protect those rights.  A myriad of answers 
was submitted—in fact, all 317 respondents 
answered this question, although a few did 
indicate that either they didn’t understand 
the issue well enough to respond or couldn’t 
articulate an answer well enough to include 
it.  Common themes that ran through many of 
the answers included privacy, control, freedom 
from regulation, and respect.  A smaller number 
of respondents expressed concern about the 
need for reasonable regulation to protect their 
property rights or the needs of the community.  
In summary, private property rights is clearly 
an important issue in Twin Falls County, and 
there needs to be some balance and a healthy 
restraint as to how this plan and resulting 
regulations impact those rights.

Demographics
Of the 317 survey responses, 38 percent were 
completed by residents of the City of Twin 
Falls (Q1).  Forty-six percent of all respondents 
identified as residents of Buhl, Filer, Kimberly, 
and the unincorporated areas of the County.  
More than 50 percent of the respondents were 
between the ages of 25 and 54 (Q2).

Assets
The top three county assets identified by 
respondents (Q3) were:

1) The abundance and access to open 
space and public lands,

2) The rural character of the County, and

3) The agricultural economy.

Not surprisingly, this aligned very closely with 
the input received during community Planning 
Week on what Twin Falls County residents’ 
value about the County.

Weaknesses
The top three county weaknesses identified by 
respondents (Q4) were:

1) The lack of multi-modal infrastructure 
such as sidewalks, bike lanes, or transit 
options throughout the County;

2) Road congestion and lack of 
connectivity; and 

3) Attracting or retaining a qualified 
workforce.

These answers also aligned with feedback 
from Planning Week, but people who attended 
those meetings also mentioned concerns about 
growth especially regarding traffic, impacts on 
agriculture, water availability, and loss of open 
space.
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draft plan roll-out
Following extensive drafting through the 
summer of 2020, the project team returned 
to Twin Falls to introduce the community to a 
preliminary draft of the comprehensive plan and 
get feedback on the future land use placetypes 
developed as well as the goals, objectives, 
and action strategies developed to carry the 
community’s vision forward. Given the public 
roll-out of the draft plan fell squarely in the midst 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the project team 
and the County made every effort to provide 
multiple avenues for public participation and 
meet state and local requirements for safe, 
socially-distanced group gatherings.

The preliminary draft of the County’s Comprehensive Plan is
ready for your input! 

Mark you calendars and plan to join us at one of the following 
open house events:

Social distancing measures
will be in place and open house
events will be structured to meet
all local and state COVID safety 
requirements, to limit close
 contact between participants.
  

Questions?
Contact Jon Laux at 

pandz@co.twin-falls.id.us
or visit our project website at

HTTPS://2020.TWINFALLSCOUNTY.ORG  

Oct. 13th

Filer Open House
300 Main Street

Filer, ID 

6:00-7:30 PM
Oct. 14th

Virtual Open House
By Web: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81213095201
By Phone: 1 (346) 248-7799

ID: 812 1309 5201

12:00-1:00 PM

Oct. 14th

Kimberly Open House
Council Chamber 242

US-30, Kimberly, ID

6:00-7:30 PM

Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan 
Public Review Draft “Roll-Out”  

Visit our webpage for 
more information:

HTTPS://2020.T WINFALLSCOUNT Y.ORG

Events were scheduled during the second 
week of October and included a series of in-
person and virtual stakeholder discussions, two 
in-person open house events held in Kimberly 
and Filer, a Steering Committee meeting and 
a virtual open house hosted on Zoom and 
available to all members of the public. Each 
event was intended to orient the community 
to the new plan’s organization, format, and 
content, as the document is very different than 
the plan adopted in 2008. The public open house 
events provided a more hands-on experience 
for participants to provide direct feedback on 
the future land use maps and help the project 
team understand which draft goals, objectives, 
and action strategies should be priorities, which 
are outlined in Chapter 6 of this plan.
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Over seventy stakeholders and members of the 
public participated in at least one of the public 
outreach events hosted in October. Feedback 
from these events was compiled in Appendix 
G - Draft Plan Public Feedback Summary. The 
information gleaned from participants was then 
used to develop a follow-up quick poll survey 
aimed at prioritizing plan goals and objectives.   
A total of 251 survey responses were received, 
with approximately 46 percent of the responses 
coming from residents in the city of Twin Falls, 
25 percent from residents in the unincorporated 
area of the County, and the remaining responses 
from other jurisdictions or respondents living 
outside of Twin Falls County entirely.  

The survey outcomes were reviewed and 
discussed with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Board of County Commissioners, 
and members of the Steering Committee in 
the fall and early winter of 2020, and the goals 
and objectives in Chapter 6 updated with this 
feedback in mind. Much of the public and 
stakeholder feedback aligned with priority goals, 
objectives, and action strategies identified 
by commissioners and Steering Committee 
members, and a summary of these results can 
be found in Appendix G.

The public weighs in on priority 
goals, objectives, actions, and 

strategies in Filer in October 2020.
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Following the presentation, open house 
participants were asked to spend time 
reviewing project boards describing the goals, 
objectives, and action strategies, as well as the 
newly crafted placetype descriptions and maps, 
in preparation to provide feedback on the draft 
plan.

The final draft plan was posted online for public 
review and comment on March 4th, 2021. A 
public hearing and formal consideration by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission is scheduled 
for March 24th, 2021, after which time it will be 
formally considered for adoption by the Board 
of County Commissioners.

final draft open house
The final draft plan was introduced to the public 
on February 17th, 2021 during an open house 
event held at the County West Building from 
5:30 to 7:30 PM. The evening began with a 
brief presentation of the planning process to 
date, highlighting significant changes to the 
plan, the new land use designations (called 
“placetypes”), and the organization and format 
of the implementation strategy so critical to the 
plan’s success. The presentation was streamed 
live online for anyone wishing to hear about 
the plan but unable to attend the meeting in 
person. The presentaton was also recorded 
and made available on the project website for 
anyone wishing to watch at a later date and 
time.

Approximately 50 members of the public joined online or attended in-person to learn about 
the draft Comprehensive Plan on February 17, 2021.



The CommuniTy Vision
A community vision is a consensus of what the County wants to be. A good statement captures 
what citizens value most about Twin Falls County and inspires all to work together, think big, 
and reach for a collective future. This vision is expressed in three ways: (1) a vision statement, (2) 
guiding principles, and (3) goal statements. These elements progress from broad aspiration to 
more definitive direction on what the County values, and finally how it plans to protect, encourage, 
and enhance it.  The vision statement and guiding principles were developed directly from values 
and input expressed by community members.  Using the vision statements and guiding principles 
as foundation, specific goals are then derived that organize community action and implementation 
strategies, described in detail in Chapter 6 of this plan.  

Twin Falls County 2020 – Vision for the Future is a long-range guide for growth, development, and 
redevelopment of the County and its planning area for the next 20 years.  A substantial amount of 
community input went into the development of the vision statement and principles, as summarized 
above.  In taking that input and articulating in the following vision statement, much care was given 
to make sure it is:

 � Aspirational—it gives the County something to reach for,

 � Clear and concise—it leaves little to interpretation so that there is a common 
understanding,

 � Inspirational—it generates momentum and a desire to achieve, and it is

 � Passionate and provocative—it creates a sense of passion for the County’s future 
and provokes positive feelings that encourage people to work together toward 
achievement.

The Vision for Twin Falls County
Rooted in the very soil that sustains us, embodying the western spirit of independence, we face the 
future with resolve.  We know that as we grow, we are most successful when we grow together.  We 
recognize that change will come, and our community’s resilience requires seizing opportunities to 
expand our horizon while protecting and supporting the place - and people - that have made us who 
we are today.  Our vision for the future relies on preserving individual freedom while capitalizing on 
collective strengths; working together towards a common goal through innovation, collaboration, 
and determination.
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Twin Falls County Core 
Planning Principles

Twin Falls will achieve its vision by:

 Â Balancing private property rights 
through the community’s vision;

 Â Preserving our rural character through 
conscientious land use and design;

 Â Supporting our agricultural base 
while building on opportunities for 
diversification;

 Â Protecting and expanding access to 
open spaces and recreational assets for 
residents and visitors;

 Â Improving connectivity between people 
and places, enabling the efficient 
movement of goods and services 
throughout the county and beyond;

 Â Advancing economic diversity by 
seeking new opportunities and 
supporting existing industry, building on 
core strengths while exploring new and 
innovative pursuits;

 Â Supporting sustainable and fiscally 
responsible growth by utilizing existing 
community resources, infrastructure, 
utilities and service delivery

 Â Encouraging housing attainability and 
promoting choice for all residents by 
expanding options and eliminating 
barriers in appropriate zones; and,

 Â Ensuring  a clean and healthful 
environment for all residents of Twin 
Falls County.

CoRe PlanninG 
PRinCiPles

Core planning principles are simply a statement 
of desired outcomes.  The core principles for 
Twin Falls County 2020 – Vision for the Future 
provide overarching ideals that flow from the 
vision statement and connect directly to the 
goals and implementation strategies.  They are 
fundamental to the creation of the Future Land 
Use Map.  Together, all these elements are 
the foundation of the plan.  The rest, primarily 
narrative, catalogs current conditions, explains 
past trends, provides information about key 
future projections, and explains how plan goals 
relate to the vision statement and the core 
principles and why these goals are important to 
Twin Falls County.

Simply stated, the Twin Falls County core 
planning principles explain how, as a county and 
community, we will realize our vision.  They are 
a direct result of community input and reflect 
what residents feel are our most precious assets 
and important aspirations.
 

“..the Twin Falls 
County core planning 

principles explain 
how, as a county and 
community, we will 
realize our vision.”



A VISION FOR 2040
CH.5
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OVERVIEW

As the planning process for Twin Falls County has unfolded, current 
and future demographic and economic trends coupled with public 

input and the community’s vision paint a picture of future growth and 
development needs and wants over the next twenty years.  The County’s 
population is growing, and while single-family residential housing 
continues to be a dominant development type in the rural parts of the 
County, a broader range of housing options for both ownership and 
rental markets will be necessary to accommodate young professionals 
and families moving to the region for employment opportunities and the 
quality of life offered.  In order to protect both the agricultural economy 
that supports the County, state and region as well as the natural resource 
amenities so valued by residents and visitors alike, it is imperative future 
growth occurs in areas where impacts to agricultural operations will be 
minimized and prime agricultural land conserved.  It is important that this 
growth occurs in a manner that takes advantage of existing services and 
infrastructure, allowing the County to make financially prudent decisions 
in terms of infrastructure upgrades, maintenance and service delivery 
to support current and future residents.  The market demand for well-
designed, character-rich, quality development in locations with access to 
jobs, services, schools and recreation mean focusing the County’s more 
intensive development in and around existing cities, specifically within 
areas of impact.  The need for greater connectivity, safe bicycle and 
pedestrian opportunities where appropriate, and a healthy mix of uses 
to serve neighborhood and community centers are all land use elements 
recognized in national market trends and through input from survey 
respondents.  This chapter will look at how these factors can and should 
be addressed through a character-based approach to future land use in 
Twin Falls County, through a process called “placetyping”. 
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Future land use maps traditionally focus on use-driven 
guidance for future development. Since the future land 
use map acts as the foundation for development regulation 
such as zoning, the result can often be new development 
that doesn’t reflect the true character of an area but only 
focuses on restricting use by location. By using placetypes, 
which not only describe typical uses within a designation 
but also the characteristic of the built environment – how 
development should look, feel, and be connected given 
its surroundings – the County is able to influence future 
growth and development in a manner that respects the 
existing rural character, preserving important resources 
like agricultural lands and recreational amenities, while 
acknowledging that in order to thrive the County must 
continue to grow and evolve.  The placetype method 
allows the County to honor both realities by recognizing, 
illustrating and balancing current and future needs. 

What is a Placetype??
A placetype is a detailed, illustrative description of the 
characteristics of development patterns that contribute 
to the unique make-up of the community. Placetypes 
are determined through an extensive public visioning 
process, in combination with an evaluation of existing 

conditions and future trends specific to Twin Falls County. 
The resulting framework reflects placetype designations 

that have been developed specifically for the County 
based on the community’s vision and core planning 

principles.

What makes "place"? Design character, 
development pattern, connectivity, and use.
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How do Place Types relate to Zoning?

place types vs. zoning



THE MOBILITY FRAMEWORK

The traditional functional classification system has become the predominant method 
used by transportation professionals for categorizing streets and roads. The system 

was originally developed by transportation planners to communicate level of service. In its 
most basic form, the classification system articulates information about the road’s setting 
(i.e., urban or rural) and the extent to which it provides access to adjacent land. These 
functions led to the designations of arterial, collector and local which describe the hierarchy 
of movement including primary, transition, distribution, collection, access and termination. 
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Street types are integral to the character and 
function of each placetype. They provide 
valuable guidance on the type of connectivity 
necessary to accomplish the goals of a future 
land use designation, whether residential in 
scale with a multi-modal focus on moving people 
between places or commerce-oriented for the 
streamlined movement of goods and services 
– or a combination of both.  Three street types 
and four sub-types have been developed for 
Twin Falls County based on the characteristics 
of the existing road network observed and the 
road classification system described in current 
transportation plans for the County. 

 � Arterial

 � Collector

 � Local and Residential
• Marginal Access

• Cul-de-Sac Street

• Loop Street

• Alley

Each street type is described below with 
standards typical for their design and construction 
further illustrated by cross-section. Street 
types are then cross-referenced by placetype, 
depending on which are characteristic and 
necessary to support the uses and intensity of 
development described in each designation. 

Street types are integral to the character and function of each 
placetype.
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ROADWAY CLASSIFICATION

The classification of roadways within Twin Falls County are “Arterial Routes”, “Collector Roads”, and 
“Local and Residential Streets”.  This classification is reflective of the Twin Falls Highway Districts 
Standards approved in 2015 that is authorized by Idaho Code Chapter 13, Title 40. The design 
standards are based on the most current edition of American Association of State Highway Officials 
(AASHTO) Policy on Geometric Design of Highway and Streets.  These standards are reflective of 
the four highway districts: Buhl, Filer, Murtaugh and Twin Falls Highway Districts. Variations are 
allowed when accompanied by a sound engineering justification with public safety in mind when 
special conditions on projects exist. 

Implementation of the street types is intended to occur mostly during resurfacing or reconstruction 
projects since the roadway network in the County is fairly built out, especially in the more urban and 
suburban areas of impact where many of these street types apply. It is recommended that anytime 
a resurfacing or reconstruction project is anticipated the subject street be reviewed in the context 
of the applicable placetype and street types recommended, using these typologies as guidance 
in terms of what aspects of the recommended design standards could be incorporated.  It should 
be recognized that these street types only serve as guidance and that, due to existing constraints, 
all aspects of the desired street type may not be feasible to implement. It is further recommended 
that when existing multi-lane streets are the subject of a development project undergoing review, 
that traffic analysis be conducted to determine the number of needed travel lanes and any excess 
pavement required that could be reallocated for bike or parking space.



FIGURE 5-1 LOCAL STREET CROSS SECTION

LOCAL AND RESIDENTIAL STREETS

Description: Local and residential streets provide access to individual lots, accommodate pedestrians and 
serve as low speed bicycle and vehicle routes. They provide connectivity between residential neighborhoods 
and the collector level roadway network. Local streets are traditionally narrow with slower speeds; these as 
well as other design elements contribute to the discouragement of through-traffic. Local and residential  
streets should be relatively short in total length and may accommodate parallel parking in bays adjacent to 
distinct travel lanes or in a shared roadway where two moving directions of traffic share space with parked 
vehicles in a “yield” condition. Local and residential streets fall into one of four sub-classes that include 
marginal (undeveloped) access, alleys, cul-de-sacs, or loop streets, all of which require specific right-of-way 
to accommodate anticipated level of service delivery. Typically, cul-de-sacs or loops streets include a more 
formal streetscape with street trees regularly spaced and sidewalks on one or both sides of the street.

DESIGN 
ELEMENT DESCRIPTION

RECOMMENDED 
DIMENSIONS

Lanes 2 (max.) 10’ dedicated lanes; 24’-27’ 
two-way yieldSurface Typically paved

Median None n/a

Parking Optional; parallel or yield (informal) 7’ parallel in bays; informal 
curbside in yield condition

Shoulder Planting strips with street trees or open swale 7’ (min.)

Bicycle 
Facilities Shared routes or ”sharrows” n/a

Sidewalks Both sides of street desirable 6’ (min)

Target speed 25 mph n/a

Drainage
Closed (curb and gutter) or open swales; LID 

improvements (rain gardens, bioswales) highly 
recommended

n/a

Right-of-way
Marginal access and alleys 60'

Cul-de-sac and loop streets 70'
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COLLECTOR ROADS

Description: Collector roads are designed to carry traffic from local streets to arterial streets, at lower speeds 
than arterials and in trips that are shorter in length. Collectors often provide access to residential areas, 
public and quasi-public institutions, parks and schools, and serve as a regional travel facility connecting 
employment and community centers. Cyclists and pedestrians may be safely accommodated through 
protected bike lanes and sidewalks. Collector roads are typically four or more lanes in width and found in 
more densely developed areas with a mix of commercial, residential, and industrial uses.

DESIGN 
ELEMENT DESCRIPTION

RECOMMENDED 
DIMENSIONS

Lanes 4 to 5 (max.)
12’ (min.)

Surface Paved

Median Landscaped with turn bays 16’-22’

Parking Permitted only along access lanes in multi-way 
configuration 8’ (min.)

Shoulder Planting strips with street trees 18’-22’

Bicycle 
Facilities Protected bike lane or striping (at minimum)

One-way: 7’ lane + 3’ 
separator

Two-way: 12’ lane + 4’ 
separator

Sidewalks Preferred 10’ (min.)

Target Speed 35 mph n/a

Drainage Closed (curb and gutter) or open swale n/a

Right-of-way Collector requirements per highway department 78'

FIGURE 5-2 COLLECTOR ROAD CROSS SECTION
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ARTERIAL ROUTES

Description: Streets that carry the greatest volume of through or long distance travel are known as arterials. 
Arterials often connect other high volume traffic generators and high volume travel corridors where vehicles 
move at higher speeds. The width of these existing arterial roadways varies from 30 foot sections up to 120 
feet on Poleline Road.  Allowable widths directly impact level of service, as larger widths generally allow for 
increased traffic flow and greater capacity. An arterial route is a regional travel facility that typically consists 
of commercial frontage with multiple intersections and access to businesses. Cyclists and pedestrians can 
be safely accommodated through separated shared use paths as opposed to on-street facilities.

DESIGN 
ELEMENT DESCRIPTION

RECOMMENDED 
DIMENSIONS

Lanes 4 to 6 (max.); additional 2 lanes permitted with access roads 12’ (main lane); 
10’ (access lane)

Surface Paved

Median Not typical 6'-8'

Parking Not permitted 8’

Shoulder Landscaped or open swale (rural); landscaped with street 
trees (urban, areas of impact) 18’-22’

Bicycle 
Facilities Separated shared use path or protected bike lane

One-way: 7’ lane + 3’ 
separator

Two-way: 12’ lane + 4’ 
separator

Shared use path: 12' (min.)

Sidewalks Not required where shared use path present 10’ (min.)

Target Speed 40 mph and higher n/a

Drainage Closed (curb and gutter) or natural swale n/a

Right-of-way Arterial requirements per highway department 92'

FIGURE 5-3 ARTERIAL ROUTE CROSS SECTION
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THE PLACETYPE FRAMEWORK
Based on the existing land uses present, county and regional trends, the aspirations expressed 
through the public planning process and the desire to preserve a quality design aesthetic alongside 
a rural community feel, the following placetypes were developed to further the future land use 
goals in Twin Falls County:

 Â Rangeland and Public Lands

 Â Agriculture

 Â Rural Residential 

 Â Unincorporated Townships

 Â Commercial Corridors

 Â Special Districts

Map 5.1 illustrates the comprehensive placetype palette developed for Twin Falls County. In total, 
six unique designations have been drafted to reflect the existing conditions and future needs 
of both urban and rural environments found throughout the county. They are organized along 
a transect moving from open, rural landscapes toward more densely developed urban patterns 
and special districts. This organizational framework helps to explain the relationship between land 
use and sense of place. For example, it is rare to see an area designated “Commercial Corridor” 
immediately adjacent to “Rangeland and Public Lands”; instead, there are a variety of development 
scenarios and land use designations that create a natural transition between rural landscapes and 
higher density development. 

Each placetype is described in greater detail in the pages that follow, identifying existing conditions 
typical of these areas and future development characteristics to aspire to. It is important to note 
that primary uses within the placetype denote the first functional purpose and goal for land use 
in that area.  Secondary uses are considered appropriate for the areas when supportive of, or 
complementary to, a primary use. Permitted and conditional uses will be further defined and 
regulated within the zoning codes. 

The placetype designations set the foundation for significant adjustments to the existing zoning 
districts, which will be discussed in Chapter 6 of this plan. It should be noted that pictures used 
throughout this chapter are representative of placetypes conceptually, either illustrating an existing 
condition or aspirational goal found in the County today or using precedent imagery to illustrate a 
development concept the County might seek to in the future.
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MAP 5-1 PLACETYPE MAP
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MAP 5-2 PLACETYPE: RANGELAND AND PUBLIC LANDS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Land Use

• Federal, state, and county-
owned land

• Passive recreation
• Resource extraction
• Limited agricultural activities 

such as grazing

Environment

• Western prairie
• Arid, high desert landscape
• South Hills
• Remote, undeveloped
• Small streams and 

watercourses; dammed lakes

Mobility and 
Connectivity

• Primitive road network
• Limited access

Infrastructure • Impermanent
• Few to no services

Current 
Zoning

• Agricultural Preservation

FUTURE CHARACTERISTICS

Primary Land 
Use

• Federal, state, and county-
owned land

• Passive recreation

Secondary 
Land Use

• Resource extraction
• Limited agricultural activities
• Recreational rentals (primitive 

camping)
• Residential (as part of primary 

land use)

Development 
Policy

• Conservation easement
• Riparian setbacks

Public and 
Private 

Amenities

• Trailheads and trail networks for 
motorized and non-motorized 
recreation

• Primitive campsites
• Primitive boat launches/

blueway access

RANGELAND AND PUBLIC 
LANDS

Description: The Rangeland and Public Lands 
placetype includes a mix of federal, state and 
local land held in perpetuity for public recreation, 
resource cultivation and limited extraction. The 
lands include those owned by the U.S. Forest 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, State of 
Idaho and Twin Falls County.  These lands are 
typically zoned Agricultural Preservation, have 
limited access and limited future development 
potential given their ownership status and value 
as a community asset. They provide important 
access points for trails and waterways, and 
serve as one of the highest-valued community 
assets in Twin Falls County. Rangeland and 
Public Lands represent the largest placetype, 
by acreage, and while their future development 
potential is limited, the character of these areas 
remains critical to the overall character of the 
County.

placetype: rangeland and public  lands



DESIGN CHARACTER

Building 
Placement

• Deep setback requirements 
reflective of large tracts of 
land 

Building 
Frontage

• No requirement

Building Height • 35 ft. maximum

Parking • Unimproved

Access • Primitive

Landscaping • Natural; harmonize with the 
surrounding landscape

Buffering
• Riparian setbacks and 

vegetative buffering along 
lakes, streams, canyon rims

MOBILITY

Street Type

• May be unimproved or 
primitive

• Paved and improved per 
highway district regulations 
along main thoroughfares

Multi-modal 
Infrastructure

• Trailheads and trail networks for 
motorized and non-motorized 
recreation

• Primitive greenways (wildlife 
corridors)

• Primitive blueways

Transit • Not served

placetype: rangeland and public lands
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Land Use

• Farming
• Ranching
• Land cultivation
• Aquaculture
• Resource extraction

Environment

• Grazing 
• Irrigated farmland
• Small streams and watercourses
• Potential for by-product 

creation detrimental to natural 
environments

Mobility and 
Connectivity

• Rural roads
• Agricultural traffic common
• Gravel or paved
• Limited to no pedestrian 

facilities; bikes and pedestrians 
share the road

Infrastructure 
• Limited services
• Irrigation
• Well and septic common

Current 
Zoning

• Agricultural
• Agricultural Preservation

FUTURE CHARACTERISTICS

Primary Land 
Use

• Farming
• Ranching
• Land cultivation
• Aquaculture
• Resource management
• Resource extraction

Secondary 
Land Use

• Residential (accessory to a 
primary land use)

• Passive recreation related to 
resource management

Development 
Policy

• Conservation servitude
• Riparian setbacks

Public and 
Private 

Amenities

• Regional parks and recreation 
opportunities within a 15 min. 
drive

• Connectivity to public lands for 
recreation may be provided

AGRICULTURE

Description: The Agriculture placetype 
encompasses a significant portion of privately held 
property in Twin Falls County. Land uses typical of 
this placetype include land cultivation, ranching and 
limited resource extraction. Large tracts of land are 
representative of these areas, and development 
is limited and closely associated with agricultural 
activities. Typically located in rural and sometimes 
remote areas of the county, Agricultural lands 
are connected by rural and local road networks.  
Limited infrastructure is present, and properties 
are traditionally served by onsite well and septic 
systems.  In the limited instances where residential 
development may occur because of access to 
appropriate infrastructure, development is limited 
to preserve classified soils and limit impacts to 
agricultural activities.  This placetype is intended to 
preserve important agricultural landscapes and the 
traditional way of life for these residents in Twin Falls 
County.

placetype: agriculture
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MAP 5-3 PLACETYPE: AGRICULTURE



DESIGN CHARACTER

Building 
Placement

• Deep setbacks (typically 
30 feet or greater) for both 
primary and secondary 
structures 

Building 
Frontage

• No requirement

Building 
Height

• 35 ft. maximum for residential 
structures

• Unlimited for agricultural 
structures

Parking • Gravel, unimproved 

Access • Limited pavement
• Typically dust abated

Landscaping • No requirement

Buffering

• Buffers required in residential 
development when sited 
adjacent to an active 
agricultural activity

• Riparian setbacks

placetype: agriculture

MOBILITY

Street Type

• May be primitive/
undeveloped

• Variable depending on 
the location within the 
county 

Multi-modal 
Infrastructure

• Greenway connectivity 
where possible

Transit • Not typically served



MAP 5-4 PLACETYPE: RURAL RESIDENTIAL
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RURAL RESIDENTIAL

Description: The Rural Residential placetype creates 
a buffer between agricultural operations present in 
the Agriculture designation and areas that may have 
established infrastructure and are closer to service 
delivery, making them more desirable for residential 
development.  These lands are typically in smaller 
tracts ranging from one to five acres that have been 
previously divided from miscellaneous plats of 
record, are close to areas of impact, or  exhibit varied 
development patterns where prime agricultural soils 
are not present. These lands are typically served by 
limited infrastructure (gravel roads, individual well 
and septic, etc.). Smaller-scale agricultural activities 
may be present in the Rural Residential placetype. 
This placetype is also appropriate for single family 
residential development when scaled and clustered 
at an appropriate density. The character of these 
areas remains eclectic, with limited design standards 
applied to personal property that support the area 
placetype.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Land Use
• Mid to small-scale agricultural 

activities
• Large tract residential

Environment

• Irrigated farmland
• Sporadic, irregular 

development patterns
• Small streams and 

watercourses

Mobility and 
Connectivity

• Paved roads
• Shared right-of-way
• Limited bicycle and 

pedestrian infrastructure
• Traditional street grid or 

curvilinear streets present

Infrastructure 

• Rural level of services
• Private well and septic 

facilities
• Expectation that 

development will hook up to 
City services when available

Current Zoning • Rural Residential

FUTURE CHARACTERISTICS

Primary Land 
Use

• Mid to small-scale agricultural 
activities

• Small-scale or specialized 
farms

• Clustered residential

Secondary Land 
Use

• Farm stands and potential 
agritourism

• Active and passive recreation, 
as appropriate

Development 
Policy

• Conservation servitude
• Riparian setbacks
• Clustering/conservation 

development
• Engineered septic and 

community wells to promote 
clustering

placetype: rural residential
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FUTURE CHARACTERISTICS

Public and 
Private 

Amenities

• Active recreation opportunity 
within a reasonable driving 
distance (+/- 5 miles) of 
residential development

• Connectivity to public 
lands for recreation may be 
provided

DESIGN CHARACTER

Building 
Placement

• Deep setbacks, both primary 
and secondary structures

Building 
Frontage

• 100’ or more is typical

Building Height • 35 ft. maximum

Parking
• Paved for residential 

development
• Off-street parking required

Access • Individual driveways serving 
residential development

Landscaping • Encouraged for residential 
development

DESIGN CHARACTER

Buffering

• Buffers required in 
residential development 
when sited adjacent to 
agricultural activity or other 
zones

• Riparian setbacks and 
vegetated buffering along 
lakes and streams

• Vegetative buffering 
prohibited along canal 
infrastructure

MOBILITY

Street Type • Local Streets
• Residential Streets

Multi-modal 
Infrastructure

• Shared bikeways/”sharrows”
• Shared use paths where 

appropriate to serve 
development

Transit

• Future expansion of existing 
service network may be 
recommended based 
on residential clustering 
patterns

placetype: rural residential
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Land Use

• Single-family residential
• Neighborhood-scale 

commercial
• Public services and utilities
• Schools, churches, and other 

community institutions

Environment • Developed
• Rural outpost characteristics

Mobility and 
Connectivity

• Street network present
• Limited sidewalks

Infrastructure • Rural level of services
• Private well and septic facilities

Current 
Zoning

• Rural Residential
• Commercial

FUTURE CHARACTERISTICS

Primary Land 
Use

• Neighborhood-scale 
commercial

• Public services and utilities
• Schools, churches, and other 

community institutions

Secondary Land 
Use

• Residential

Development 
Policy

• Mixed-use development 
encouraged

• Historic preservation 

Public and 
Private 

Amenities

• Active recreation hub to 
serve rural residents; pocket 
parks, ballfields

• Trail and greenway terminal 
destination/starting point 

UNINCORPORATED TOWNSHIP

Description: The Unincorporated Township 
placetype refers to those unincorporated areas in 
Twin Falls County that function as service centers 
for rural residents, providing goods, services and 
fellowship in more remote areas of the County.  Local 
businesses providing limited neighborhood-scale 
commercial activities, places of worship, post offices 
and community centers, sewer district, utilities, 
and educational facilities are common in these 
developed Unincorporated Townships. Residential 
development may be present, with smaller lots and 
homes sited closer together.  While development is 
remote to other areas of the County, Unincorporated 
Townships operate as hubs for residents dispersed 
throughout the County, many of which are reliant on 
the community centers.

placetype: unincorporated township
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MAP 5-5 PLACETYPE: UNINCORPORATED TOWNSHIP



DESIGN CHARACTER

Building 
Placement

• Shallow setbacks
• Oriented toward primary street 

frontage

Building 
Frontage

• 50’ minimum

Building 
Height

• 35 ft. maximum

Parking

• Paved or gravel off-street 
parking for commercial services

• Located to the side or rear of 
commercial structures

Access

• Individual driveways for 
residential

• Alley access where possible
• Shared access between 

business encouraged

Landscaping • Required of commercial 
development

Buffering

• Required between commercial 
and residential uses

• Required for parking areas
• Riparian setbacks and 

vegetated buffering along lakes 
and streams, when present

placetype: unincorporated township

MOBILITY

Street Type • Local Streets
• Residential Streets

Multi-modal 
Infrastructure

• Sidewalks common
• Shared bikeways/”sharrows” 

on roadways

Transit

• Future expansion of existing 
service network may be 
recommended based on 
residential clustering patterns
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placetype: commercial corridor

COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR

Description: The Commercial Corridor placetype 
represents major thoroughfares providing links 
from the rural areas of the County to the urban 
centers and areas of impact surrounding each 
city. These corridors typically provide access to 
civic and commercial environments traditionally 
characterized by deep setbacks, surface parking and 
supportive of agricultural commercial, mixed-use 
commercial, and limited light industrial operations. 
Commercial Corridors are generally access-oriented 
but encourage a greater mix of uses, multi-modal 
connectivity where appropriate, and buildings 
oriented toward the primary street frontage with 
parking located to the side or rear.  Commercial 
Corridors support community character through 
site design standards focused on form and function 
rather than regulating use, and other best practices 
to encourage corridors to grow and change with 
market demands and community needs over time. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Land Use

• Agricultural
• Limited residential
• Vacant land

Environment

• Semi-developed, depending on 
location

• Scattered, sprawling 
development patterns

• Vacant lands with varied 
environmental constraints

Mobility and 
Connectivity

• Primary transportation corridors
• Auto-centric development

Infrastructure 
• Varies; public water and sewer 

may be present or available for 
expansion

Current 
Zoning

• Rural Residential
• Commercial
• Impact Areas

FUTURE CHARACTERISTICS

Primary Land 
Use

• Agriculture service and retail
• Business office Space

Secondary 
Land Use

• Mixed-use commercial
• Limited residential

Development 
Policy

• Mixed-use development

Public and 
Private 

Amenities

• Shared use paths integrated in 
development corridors



MOBILITY

Street Type • Connector Roads
• Arterial Routes

Multi-modal 
Infrastructure

• Separated shared use paths 
between communities and 
development

Transit
• Not required but desirable when 

situated between population 
centers

DESIGN CHARACTER

Building Placement
• Shallow to moderate 

setbacks for commercial 
and mixed-use buildings

Building Frontage • Minimum 100'

Building Height • 35 ft. maximum

Parking

• Off-street parking 
required

• Paved
• Located close to 

commercial buildings for 
accessibility

Access • Shared access
• Service roads

Landscaping • Required for commercial 
development

Buffering
• Required between 

residential and 
commercial uses

placetype: commercial corridor
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tHe VAlUe oF 
iMpleMeNtAtioN

The planning process establishes clear and concise 
direction for all community members to follow 
and implement and is critical to the success of 
the comprehensive plan.  The implementation 
strategy found in the following pages supports the 
vision that has been developed by the community 
and establishes a clear road map for the changes 
desired in the years to come.

Implementation is an incremental process.  Some 
policies and goals require activities or policy changes 
to occur to lay the foundation for future projects. 
Financial resources and budgetary demands are 
taken into consideration, as some implementation 
strategies may require more detailed study and 
significant financial commitment from a partnering 
source. Some recommendations will require the 
partnership, cooperation and action of local 
boards and commissions as well as buy-in and 
participation from private partnerships and non-
profit organizations. The plan shall ultimately serve 
as a guide to all community members interested 
in advancing the quality of life in the County and 
should be viewed as a collaborative road map 
where the responsibility for success is shouldered 
equally by residents, community stakeholders, 
County staff and elected officials.

THE IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGY FOUND 

IN THE FOLLOWING 
PAGES SUPPORTS 

THE VISION THAT HAS 
BEEN DEVELOPED BY 

THE COMMUNITY AND 
ESTABLISHES A CLEAR 
ROAD MAP FOR THE 

CHANGES DESIRED IN 
THE YEARS TO COME.
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oRGANiziNG pRiNCipleS ANd CoMMUNitY 
GoAlS

The implementation strategy is organized in a manner that establishes clear direction 
aligned with the community-wide vision, and focused on tangible outcomes that tie 
together elements of the comprehensive plan into a meaningful path forward.  The 
planning principles introduced in Chapters 1 and 4 and derived from the public 
engagement process provided the framework for a set of community goals that  organize 
future policy recommendations and actionable strategies that will be necessary to 
move this plan forward.  These community-wide goals are summarized as follows:   

 � Balance private property rights with the community’s vision.

 � Preserve the rural character of Twin Falls County through conscientious 
land use and community design.

 � Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for 
industry diversification.

 � Protect and expand access to open spaces and recreational assets for 
residents and visitors.

 � Improve connectivity between people and places to enable the efficient 
movement of goods and services throughout the County and beyond.

 � Advance economic diversity by seeking new opportunities and supporting 
existing industry, building on core strengths while exploring new and 
innovative pursuits.

 � Support sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing 
community resources, infrastructure, utilities and service delivery.

 � Encourage housing attainability and promote choice for all residents by 
expanding options and eliminating barriers in appropriate zones.

 � Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls 
County.

Objectives furthering one or more of the above are organized under the most logical goal in the 
matrix below, and policy change or actions required to meet the goal established are further arranged 
under the most appropriate objective.  This creates a clear relationship between goal, objective and 
action and further reinforces the community vision from which the planning principles were derived.  
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tHe iMpleMeNtAtioN 
StRAteGY

The implementation strategy for Twin Falls 
County has been presented as a matrix, 
organized in a manner that will allow County 
staff and community leaders to prioritize action 
and evaluate the plan’s continued success on an 
ongoing basis.  It is intended to be a tool that 
will link the vision and goals established in this 
document to the County’s overall strategic plan 
and budgeting process, creating a cohesive 
approach to public policy and decision-making 
for all matters falling within the County’s 
jurisdiction. It is important to recognize that 
for this approach to succeed implementation 
strategies and the policy decisions stemming 
from them must be periodically evaluated and 
revised to respond to changing conditions.  
Like the plan, this implementation strategy is 
not static but serve as an integral checkpoint 
for County government on an annual – or more 
frequent - basis.  The implementation matrix 
should be updated regularly and systematically 
by: 

 Â Measuring and reporting the progress 
of implementation; 

 Â Adding new tasks or actions which 
will help accomplish the overall goals 
of the County;

 Â Refining tasks or actions already 
under way in order to enhance their 
implementation or improve their 
effectiveness; and,

 Â Removing tasks or actions completed 
satisfactorily.
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The implementation strategy is focused on meaningful change and how 
best to accomplish this through actions that identify priority level, the 
responsible party, the time frame in which an action or policy decision 
should be accomplished, and a clear benchmark by which to measure 
success.  In the matrix below, priority level describes the importance of 
a particular action, with “1” being the most critical to implement and 
“3” being less critical or dependent on a higher priority before starting.  
Where time frame is described, “immediate” indicates an action will begin 
within one year of plan adoption (but may take longer than one year 
to complete).  A “mid-term” time frame indicates an action is expected 
to commence between one and three years of plan adoption, while a 
“long-term” time frame anticipates a start date of three years or more 
from the date of plan adoption.  It should be noted that just because an 
action is identified as a high priority, this may not automatically correlate 
with an “immediate” time frame based on necessary steps to prepare. In 
some cases an action may require ongoing attention; these have been 
identified accordingly below.

Benchmarks, or how an action will be evaluated as complete, are important 
to allow the County a mechanism to update the plan’s effectiveness on an 
ongoing basis.  Once a benchmark has been met the specific action item it 
relates to can be removed from this matrix and a lower priority elevated in 
timeframe and importance.  The lead agency is identified for each action 
to reinforce the partnerships necessary to carry forward the plan’s intent 
and clearly identify the prime actors.  Finally, the action’s relationship to 
the required statutory objective links action to outcome, creating a linear 
relationship between the plan’s goals and the requirements of the state.

The following objectives and actions have been developed with significant 
input from stakeholders, Steering Committee members, County staff, 
elected officials and members of the public.  Some have been carried 
forward from the 2008 Comprehensive Plan; others are newly derived 
based on current circumstances and best practices that have evolved 
since the previous plan was written.  All have been vetted through a 
public process to ensure they reflect the community’s overarching vision.
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Balance private 
property rights with 
the community’s 
vision.

Ensure the County’s land use regulations protect 
public health, safety and welfare and provide for 
due process as required by the State of Idaho. 

Regularly review and update the County zoning and 
subdivision regulations for consistency with legal 
interpretation and case law.

1 Community 
Development, 
Planning & 
Zoning 
Commission

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect 
this plan.

67-6508(o) 
Implementation

Develop a standard application form and process for 
citizens requesting a regulatory takings analysis, pursuant 
to current statutory requirements and Idaho Attorney 
General issued guidance. 

3 Community 
Development, 
County Attorney

Mid-term Standard application 
form is developed.

67-6508(a) Property 
Rights

Review and address fees and policies. 3 Community 
Development

Mid-term Fee schedules and 
policies are updated 
to reflect revisions to 
zoning and subdivision 
updates.

67-6508(o) 
Implementation

Engage the public in policy decisions and 
planning efforts to further reinforce the 
relationship between community-wide vision and 
the rights of private property owners. 

Establish clear and consistent processes and requirements 
in regulations that support ongoing community 
involvement through neighborhood meetings, community 
discussions, public hearings and electronic media. 

2 Community 
Development

Mid-term Regulations are 
updated to include 
specific methods and 
timeframes to engage 
the public and solicit 
input.

67-6508(a) Property 
Rights

67-6508(o) 
Implementation

Develop partnerships with federal and state agencies to 
develop policies and coordinate management plans for 
lands and resources adjacent to private property.

3 Board of County 
Commissioners

Ongoing State and federal 
partners are 
engaged in future 
comprehensive 
planning efforts.

67-6508(a) Property 
Rights

Preserve the rural 
character of Twin 
Falls County through 
conscientious land 
use and community 
design.

Direct development toward areas of the County 
that have the infrastructure present to serve 
increased densities.

Update the County zoning code and subdivision 
regulations to accurately reflect the land use and 
development patterns adopted in the Comprehensive 
Plan.

1 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect 
this plan.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(m) 
Community Design

67-6508(o) 
Implementation

Ensure the community vision and goals of the 
comprehensive plan are reflected in current 
county policy and regulation.
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Preserve the rural 
character of Twin 
Falls County through 
conscientious land 
use and community 
design (cont'd).

Protect rural landscapes, viewsheds and vistas 
that define the character of the Magic Valley and 
support agriculture activities, wildlife habitat, and 
quality of life.

Develop a heritage landscape program that supports the 
conservation of important cultural and historic lands and 
resources in areas of the County where these assets have 
been recognized.

3 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Community 
Development, 
Planning & 
Zoning 
Commission

Long-term A program is 
developed that 
protects important 
historic and cultural 
resources and 
landscapes.

67-6508(k) Special 
Areas or Sites

Review the canyon rim setbacks and design standards as 
part of the zoning code update.

1 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to reflect 
additional setbacks 
and standards desired.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(k) Special 
Areas or Sites

Coordinate planning and review efforts with adjoining 
county, state, and federal governments to ensure 
compatible regional land uses.

2 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Community 
Development, 
Planning & 
Zoning 
Commission

Ongoing A consistent process 
is developed and 
implemented 
to involve key 
stakeholders in 
comprehensive 
planning and 
development review.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

Support the County’s 
agricultural base 
while seeking 
opportunities 
for industry 
diversification.

Preserve prime agricultural soils from 
development.

Conduct a unique cropland survey to determine suitability 
and whether additional prime farmland soils should be 
designated.

2 Twin Falls 
County

Mid-term A cropland survey is 
complete and zoning 
districts adjusted 
according to results.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Support the County’s 
agricultural base 
while seeking 
opportunities 
for industry 
diversification 
(cont'd).

Mitigate conflicts between residential 
development and agricultural operations.

Limit development potential in areas zoned for 
agricultural uses. 

1 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
and Zoning 
Commission

Immediate The county 
zoning map and  
corresponding 
regulations are 
updated to reflect 
land use designations 
within this plan.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Expand upon the definition of agriculture or create 
multiple definitions to acknowledge the different type and 
scale of agricultural activity, and update the zoning code 
to better account for these differences.

2 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
and Zoning 
Commission

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to include 
additional definitions 
for agriculture and 
agricultural activities.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Identify appropriate locations and standards for transition 
zones and buffer requirements and incorporate them 
within the update to the zoning code.

1 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
and Zoning 
Commission

Immediate The county 
zoning map and 
corresponding 
regulations are 
updated to reflect 
transitional zones 
and buffering 
requirements.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Preserve or require open space or landscaped buffers 
between conflicting land uses through the zoning code 
and development review process.

1 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
and Zoning 
Commission

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to include 
design standards for 
landscaped buffers.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Identify zoning districts that are inappropriate for the 
development of CAFOs and prohibit the location or 
expansion of these uses in the future; identify conflicting 
development that are inappropriate to locate near CAFO 
sites and update standards in conformance with these 
findings.

2 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
and Zoning 
Commission, 
Department of 
Agriculture

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to identify 
those districts in which 
CAFOs are permitted 
or restricted.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Adopt clustering standards where development occurs 
within or adjacent to designated areas of impact where 
agricultural activities may still be present or prime 
agriculture soils exists, to allow limited residential 
development and agricultural activity to co-exist.

3 Community 
Development

Mid-term Cluster development 
standards are adopted 
as part of an update 
to the  zoning 
regulations.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(m) 
Community Design

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Support the County’s 
agricultural base 
while seeking 
opportunities 
for industry 
diversification 
(cont'd).

Protect the canal system and major drainages that 
are critical to irrigated agriculture.

Develop and maintain partnerships with irrigation districts 
and involve them in development review processes, as 
appropriate.

1 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Canal Districts

Ongoing Irrigation districts 
consistently participate 
in or provide 
comment during the 
development review 
process. 

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Establish minimum setbacks and site design standards for 
development in close proximity to canal infrastructure.

1 Community 
Development, 
Canal Districts

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to include 
setbacks and site 
design standards for 
development adjacent 
to canal infrastructure.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Maintain wellhead protection zones. 1 Community 
Development, 
City Public 
Works 
Department(s)

Ongoing Maintain wellhead 
protection zones and 
regulate development 
in close proximity.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Protect and 
expand access to 
open spaces and 
recreational assets 
for residents and 
visitors.

Incentivize open space set aside through 
conservation easements, to protect agricultural 
heritage and preserve access to public lands and 
areas of recreational value throughout the County.

Develop conservation design standards as part of 
the zoning and development code update that offer 
development incentives such as increased density for 
areas set aside in perpetuity as open space.

3 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to 
include conservation 
development 
standards and 
incentives to increase 
open space set aside.

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Protect and 
expand access to 
open spaces and 
recreational assets 
for residents and 
visitors (cont'd).

Plan for the needs of future residents by 
evaluating existing resources and capacity within 
the Parks and Waterways Department.

Complete a Countywide parks and recreation plan to 
strategize expansion needs for future parks, trails, and 
recreation, and develop corresponding development 
standards within the zoning code.

3 Parks & 
Waterways, 
Cities and Towns

Mid-term A Countywide, multi-
jurisdiction parks, 
trails, and recreation 
plan is completed and 
adopted.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

Engage public and private partners in the planning 
process to ensure all recreational pursuits are considered.

3 Parks & 
Waterways, 
Cities and Towns

Mid-term A Countywide, multi-
jurisdiction parks, 
trails, and recreation 
plan is completed 
and adopted as a 
result of robust public 
participation.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

Identify key corridors and missing links necessary to 
improve connectivity between existing and future parks, 
recreation facilities, and open space.

2 Parks & 
Waterways, 
Cities and Towns

Mid-term A Countywide, multi-
jurisdiction parks, 
trails, and recreation 
plan is completed and 
adopted that identifies 
key gaps and missing 
links in the system.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

Maintain all playground facilities and public restrooms, 
ensuring these come into compliance with the ADA 
(Americans with Disabilities Act).

1 Parks & 
Waterways

Ongoing 
(until 
complete)

All playground 
facilities in the 
County meet ADA 
requirements.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

67-6508(o) 
Implementation

Develop partnerships with local, state, and federal 
governments and the private sector to fund the growing 
parks and recreation needs of the community. 

2 Board of County 
Commissioners

Ongoing A working group 
or public/private 
partnership is 
established with 
representation from 
city and county 
agencies, private 
entities and non-profits 
to address ongoing 
facility needs.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

Use the Capital Improvements Planning (CIP) process 
to prioritize community needs and create a financially 
responsible approach for the expansion of facilities, 
programs, and services in the County.

2 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Parks & 
Waterways

Immediate A County CIP 
is adopted that 
prioritizes and budgets 
for recreational needs 
and maintenance 
annually.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

67-6508(o) 
Implementation

Assess needed improvements to County’s parks and 
recreation website.

3 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Parks & 
Waterways

Mid-term The website is 
improved and kept 
current for residents 
and visitors' use.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Protect and 
expand access to 
open spaces and 
recreational assets 
for residents and 
visitors (cont'd).

Evaluate opportunities to expand access 
recreational pursuits along the Snake River 
Canyon and other public lands.

Seek grant funding to complete a recreation corridor plan 
for the Snake River.

2 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Parks & 
Waterways

Ongoing A recreation corridor 
plan for the Snake 
River is completed and 
adopted.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

Improve signage and wayfinding along the Snake River 
and other blueways to promote public safety in areas 
where there are hazards.

2 Parks & 
Waterways, 
Cities and Towns

Mid-term A collaborative 
wayfinding effort is 
undertaken between 
the County and cities.

Additional funds 
are allocated in the 
County's annual CIP 
process and budget 
for signage.

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

67-6508(o) 
Implementation

Educate landowners in the County about the AccessYes! 
Program managed by Idaho Fish and Game to maintain 
and improve access to and through private lands by 
designating easements and landowner compensation.

2 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Idaho Fish and 
Game

Mid-term There is an increase 
in land stewardship 
through conservation 
easements in the 
County.

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture

Seek partnerships with local/regional non-profits to 
facilitate and manage the conservation easement process 
when required or appropriate through development.

2 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
non-profit 
community

Ongoing A partner list for 
the acquisition 
and management 
of conservation 
easements is 
developed.

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Improve connectivity 
between people and 
places to enable the 
efficient movement 
of goods and 
services throughout 
the County and 
beyond.

Facilitate a safe and efficient transportation 
network to serve current and future County 
residents and visitors.

Continue to coordinate transportation planning between 
all involved agencies.

1 Highway 
Districts, Idaho 
Transportation 
Department, 
Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Greater 
Twin Falls 
Transportation 
Committee 

Ongoing The Greater Twin 
Falls Transportation 
Committee continues 
to serve as a point of 
coordination for all 
transportation-related 
decisions in the 
County.

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Identify and prioritize development of improvements to 
future arterial and collector roadways in the County based 
on current and future growth.

1 Highway 
Districts, 
Cities and 
Towns, Idaho 
Transportation 
Department

Immediate Future  infrastructure 
improvements 
and maintenance 
are planned and 
budgeted for through 
the CIP process 
annually.

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Require all new and additional development to have 
roads in the County to be built to Highway District or 
Idaho Transportation Department, District IV standards 
and plans.

1 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
& Zoning 
Commission

Ongoing The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect/
cross-reference these 
standards.

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Initiate, participate in, and/or support the evaluation and 
implementation of a third crossing over the Snake River.

1 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Highway 
Districts, state 
and Federal 
Legislators

Immediate The County is 
represented and 
actively participates in 
ongoing discussions.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Develop and adopt appropriate highway district and 
state site design standards as part of the County zoning 
code and subdivision regulation update that reinforce site 
distance and visibility requirements at intersections.

1 or 2 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
& Zoning 
Commission, 
Highway 
Districts, Idaho 
Transportation 
Department

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect/
cross-reference these 
standards.

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Coordinate utility locations with local transportation 
departments. 

2 Highway 
Districts, Idaho 
Transportation 
Department, 
Cities and Towns

Ongoing Internal policy is 
developed clarifying 
the process for 
coordination.

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

67-6508(i) 
Transportation
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Improve connectivity 
between people and 
places to enable the 
efficient movement 
of goods and 
services throughout 
the County and 
beyond (cont'd).

Encourage alternate transportation modes 
by improving bicycle, pedestrian, and transit 
infrastructure, where appropriate.

Include bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure standards as 
part of the zoning and subdivision code update.

2 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to include 
bicycle and pedestrian 
design standards 
for districts and 
development where 
these are needed.

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

67-6508(j) 
Recreation

67-6508(m) 
Community Design

Support the safety of students and school districts 
by encouraging expansion of Safe-Routes-To-
School infrastructure regionally. 

Conduct a county-wide analysis of school zones and 
multi-modal facilities.

2 School districts, 
highway districts

Mid-term A county-wide analysis 
is completed and used 
in the CIP process 
to budget for facility 
improvements.

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

67-6508(c) School 
Facilities and 
Transportation

Encourage and work with community partners to develop 
bike and pedestrian design standards for residential and 
mixed-use zoning districts to facilitate Safe Routes when 
development is proposed in an area.

2 School districts, 
highway districts

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to include 
bicycle and pedestrian 
design standards 
for districts and 
development where 
these are needed.

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

67-6508(c) School 
Facilities and 
Transportation

Advance economic 
diversity by seeking 
new opportunities 
and supporting 
existing industry, 
building on core 
strengths while 
exploring new and 
innovative pursuits.

Expand opportunities for renewable resource 
development, including wind and solar.

Streamline the permitting process for small-scale 
renewable energy facilities through updates to the zoning 
code. 

2 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to 
reflect a streamlined 
permitting process to 
support these uses 
and facilities.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

Incentivize solar and wind facilities as a complimentary 
use on productive agricultural land, with design standards.

2 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to 
incentivize solar 
and wind through 
appropriate design 
standards.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(n) 
Agriculture
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Advance economic 
diversity by seeking 
new opportunities 
and supporting 
existing industry, 
building on core 
strengths while 
exploring new and 
innovative pursuits 
(cont'd).

Stimulate economic growth by supporting the 
formation, retention, expansion, and recruitment 
of businesses. 

Encourage improvement of job training and related 
services offered through the County and its partners.

3 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
College of 
Southern Idaho, 
Southern Idaho 
Economic 
Development

Ongoing Existing partnerships 
and programs 
are retained and 
expanded to reflect a 
diversifying economy 
at the City and County 
level.

67-6508(c) School 
Facilities and 
Transportation

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

Continue to participate in regional public-private 
economic development planning efforts that further 
County’s goals through key partnerships that build on 
local and regional strengths. 

3 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
College of 
Southern Idaho, 
Southern Idaho 
Economic 
Development

Ongoing The County is 
represented and 
actively participates in 
ongoing conversations 
surrounding economic 
partnerships and 
future needs.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

Review zoning regulations to allow for appropriate mix of 
commercial and industrial uses that may be permissible in 
areas with access to services, to support a wider range of 
business opportunities. 

2 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect 
a more meaningful mix 
of uses in appropriate 
districts.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

Support mentorship and training programs that partner 
high school and college students with emerging industries 
in the county. 

2 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
College of 
Southern Idaho, 
Southern Idaho 
Economic 
Development, 
School Districts

Ongoing Existing partnerships 
and programs 
are retained and 
expanded to reflect a 
diversifying economy 
at the City and County 
level.

67-6508(c) School 
Facilities and 
Transportation

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Advance economic 
diversity by seeking 
new opportunities 
and supporting 
existing industry, 
building on core 
strengths while 
exploring new and 
innovative pursuits 
(cont'd).

Support the expansion of air and rail service in 
the County.

Continue to limit residential development in designated 
Airport Influence Areas through appropriate zoning 
regulations.

2 Community 
Development, 
Idaho 
Transportation 
Department, 
Airport Authority

Immediate The zoning code and 
map is updated to 
protect air space and 
restrict incompatible 
development in 
Airport Influence 
Areas.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

Improve airport accessibility by seeking opportunities to 
expand transit routes and multi-modal infrastructure to 
serve the facility.

3 Airport Authority Long-term Conduct a targeted 
feasibility study on 
the expansion of bus 
service to/from the 
Magic Valley Airport. 

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Protect and encourage existing rail systems for economic 
development. 

2 Community 
Development, 
WATCO, Eastern 
Idaho Rail, Union 
Pacific Railroads

Ongoing Proposed 
development is 
reviewed for potential 
impacts to rail.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Support sustainable 
and fiscally 
responsible 
growth by utilizing 
existing community 
resources, 
infrastructure, 
utilities, and service 
delivery.

Monitor and project population growth in the 
County in order to plan for evolving needs and 
adjust policy and regulation on an ongoing basis.

Use relevant indicators such as census estimates, total 
numbers of lots created and approved, and building 
permits issued each year to produce an annual report that 
can be used to update this policy and other County wide 
policy documents and regulations more frequently to 
address evolving needs on a regular basis. 

2 Community 
Development

Ongoing A report is produced 
annually and used to 
guide interim updates 
to this plan, the CIP, 
and related policy on 
an annual basis.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

Develop a Capital Improvements Plan and budget to 
assist the County in prioritizing projects and infrastructure 
needs to support a growing population. 

1 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
County 
Departments

Immediate A CIP is developed, 
adopted, and 
reviewed annually.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

Utilize partnering agency and government data to project 
and plan for population growth.

2 Community 
Development

Ongoing A report is produced 
annually and used to 
guide interim updates 
to this plan, the CIP, 
and related policy on 
an annual basis.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Support sustainable 
and fiscally 
responsible 
growth by utilizing 
existing community 
resources, 
infrastructure, 
utilities, and service 
delivery (cont'd).

Monitor and project population growth in the 
County in order to plan for evolving needs and 
adjust policy and regulation on an ongoing basis 
(cont'd).

Evaluate areas for both development and preservation on 
a regular basis.

2 Community 
Development, 
Planning 
& Zoning 
Commission

Ongoing This plan and future 
land use map are 
evaluated annually and 
updated a minimum of 
every five years.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

Direct development toward areas of the County 
that have the infrastructure present to serve 
increased densities.

Revise the County zoning regulations and map. 1 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Planning 
& Zoning 
Commission, 
Community 
Development 

Immediate The county 
zoning map and  
corresponding 
regulations are 
updated to reflect 
land use designations 
within this plan.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

Encourage co-location and multiple-use of utility corridors 
by utility providers through updates to appropriate 
regulations. 

1 Cities and 
Towns, Board 
of County 
Commissioners, 
Idaho 
Transportation 
Department, 
Highway 
Districts, Utility 
Companies

Ongoing The CIP process is 
used to prioritize 
co-location of utilities 
when maintenance, 
reconstruction or 
expansion occurs.

Highway District policy 
and corresponding 
regulations reflect 
the co-location 
requirements 
established.

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

67-6508(i) 
Transportation

Expand access to public health care facilities in 
rural areas of the county.

Support satellite clinics and emergency facilities through 
updates to the zoning regulations, where utilities and 
public services are available or could be extended.

3 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect 
a more meaningful mix 
of uses in appropriate 
districts.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Promote housing 
attainability 
and choice for 
all residents by 
expanding options 
and eliminating 
barriers in 
appropriate zones.

Assess current housing conditions, needs, and 
gaps in the County to inform land use and 
development decisions.

Evaluate and collect information from local governments 
and agencies annually and determine whether updates 
are needed as a result of changing social and economic 
conditions throughout the County. 

1 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Planning 
& Zoning 
Commission, 
Cities and Towns

Ongoing A report is produced 
annually and used to 
guide interim updates 
to this plan, the CIP, 
and related policy on 
an annual basis.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(l) Housing

Complete a detailed housing study in collaboration with 
public, private and non-profit partners. 

3 Idaho Housing, 
Housing 
and Urban 
Development 
(HUD), Local 
Housing 
Authorities, 
Cities and Towns

Mid-term A housing study 
is completed and 
adopted, and this plan 
updated to reflect 
current and future 
needs.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(l) Housing

Engage the business community to better understand the 
housing needs of the current workforce. 

3 Southern Idaho 
Economic 
Development, 
Board of County 
Commissioners

Mid-term A survey of the 
business community is 
conducted as part of 
the housing study.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(l) Housing

Expand housing choice in residential 
neighborhoods and mixed-use areas to provide 
housing options and infill appropriate areas in the 
County.

Develop design standards for attached accessory dwelling 
units (ADU) to be reviewed in the zoning code.  

1 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated with 
design standards for 
ADU's.

67-6508(l) Housing

Work with cities to develop incentives in the code for 
well-planned residential development that incorporates 
various housing types, densities, and uses in those areas 
most appropriate for development, to meet the needs of 
the citizens of Twin Falls County.

3 Community 
Development, 
Cities and Towns

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to 
include development 
incentives and 
design standards that 
facilitate density in 
areas with adequate 
infrastructure.

67-6508(l) Housing

Complete a study of the county to identify geographic 
areas that would benefit from infill development. 

2 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Planning & 
Zoning

Mid-term A targeted infill study 
is completed and this 
plan is updated to 
reflect the outcome.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(l) Housing
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Promote housing 
attainability 
and choice for 
all residents by 
expanding options 
and eliminating 
barriers in 
appropriate zones 
(cont'd).

Work to increase available housing constructed 
annually to accommodate future growth as well as 
the needs of the current residents.

Encourage the expansion of existing training 
opportunities and programs for the construction trades to 
facilitate more capacity to build.

3 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
College of 
Southern Idaho, 
Private Business 
and Trade 
Organizations

Ongoing Existing partnerships 
and programs 
are retained and 
expanded to reflect a 
diversifying economy 
at the City and County 
level.

67-6508(d) 
Economic 
Development

67-6508(l) Housing

Ensure a safe, 
clean and healthy 
environment for all 
residents of Twin 
Falls County.

Protect the quality of Twin Falls County's 
groundwater and  aquifer and ensure continued 
availability of groundwater by focusing large-scale 
residential development in areas where municipal 
systems can accommodate growth.

Incorporate infrastructure service triggers and/or 
requirements into the County zoning and development 
code where density is directed.

1 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to 
include development 
incentives and 
connection 
requirements for 
specific residential 
densities.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

Integrate recommendations from the 2020 Ground Water 
Quality Improvement Plan into landscaping requirements 
for residential lawns and gardens as part of the code 
update.

1 Community 
Development, 
Idaho 
Department 
of Water 
Resources, 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality, 
South Central 
Public Health 
Department

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect 
specific landscaping 
recommendations 
from the plan.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

67-6508(g) 
Hazardous Areas

Limit or prohibit uses and activities that contribute to 
point and non-point source pollution through updates to 
the zoning code and subdivision regulations. 

1 Community 
Development, 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality

Immediate The zoning regulations 
are updated to limit 
and prohibit uses in 
sensitive areas.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

Adopt low-impact development design standards, 
streamside setbacks and landscaping buffers as part of 
the update to the zoning code. 

2 Community 
Development, 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality, Natural 
Resource 
Conservation 
Service

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to 
reflect these site 
design standards and 
setbacks.

67-6508(m) 
Community Design
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Ensure a safe, 
clean and healthy 
environment for all 
residents of Twin 
Falls County (cont'd).

Protect the quality of Twin Falls County's 
groundwater and  aquifer and ensure continued 
availability of groundwater by focusing large-scale 
residential development in areas where municipal 
systems can accommodate growth (cont'd)
.

Protect the areas where crucial aquifers are replenished 
and discourage new development in flood-prone areas.

1 Community 
Development, 
FEMA, Natural 
Resource 
Conservation 
Service

Immediate The zoning regulations 
and map are updated 
to identify and protect 
sensitive areas and 
resources by limiting 
development.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

Continue to participate in regional efforts to manage and 
improve the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer.

1 Board of County 
Commissioners, 
Cities and 
Towns, Idaho 
Department 
of Water 
Resources, 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality , Canal 
Companies

Ongoing The County is 
represented and 
actively participates in 
ongoing conversations 
surrounding 
management efforts 
for the Eastern Snake 
Plain Aquifer.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

Ensure public health and safety in the event of a 
natural disaster.

Direct growth away from hazards by mapping 
environmental hazards and constraints in a “one-stop-
shop” interactive GIS framework for residents and 
developers to understand overlapping risk.

2 Community 
Development

Long-term The zoning map is 
updated to reflect 
environmental hazards 
and made available 
online.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(f) Natural 
Resources

67-6508(g) 
Hazardous Areas

Implement top tier priority recommendations in the 2020 
All Hazards Mitigation Plan.

1 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
and map are 
updated to reflect 
recommendations 
from the AHMP in 
terms of future growth 
and development.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(g) 
Hazardous Areas

Establish site design standards required for residential 
development occurring in the Wildland Urban Interface 
(WUI).

1 Community 
Development

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
and map are updated 
to include site 
design standards 
for all development 
occurring the in WUI.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(g) 
Hazardous Areas
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GOAL OBJECTIVE ACTION PRIORITY LEAD AGENCY TIMEFRAME BENCHMARK
MET?  
Y/N

STATUTORY 
OBJECTIVE MET

Ensure a safe, 
clean and healthy 
environment for all 
residents of Twin 
Falls County (cont'd).

Provide adequate waste management practices 
to prevent incidental water and air contamination.

Require commercial and industrial development to 
connect to municipal or public systems. 

2 Community 
Development, 
Planning & 
Zoning, Board 
of County 
Commissioners

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to reflect 
this requirement.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

Develop, maintain, and update County standards for 
stormwater retention to reduce flooding and pollution. 

1 Community 
Development, 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality

Immediate The zoning and 
subdivision regulations 
are updated to 
reflect best practice 
in stormwater design 
standards.

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

67-6508(m) 
Community Design

Partner with agencies to work on policies that reduce 
individual septic systems and provide adequate waste 
management. 

3 South Central 
Public Health 
District, Board 
of County 
Commissioners

Ongoing Incentives for 
municipal and public 
system connections 
are researched to 
inform Countywide 
policy.

67-6508(e) Land 
Use

67-6508(h) Public 
Services, Facilities 
and Utilities

CoNClUSioN ANd diReCtioN
[This section will be completed detailing top priorities, next steps, and coordination following the public comment period slated for winter/spring 2021.]
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DEFINITIONS

APPENDIX A

Accommodate. The ability of the community to adapt to change; particularly the ability of the 
community to meet the needs of future populations.

Agricultural Land. Land primarily devoted to the commercial production of horticultural, viticultural, 
floricultural, dairy, apiary, vegetable, or animal products, or of berries, grain, hay, straw, turf, seed, 
or livestock and land that has long-term commercial significance for agricultural production.

Annexation. The incorporation of a land area into an existing city with a resulting change in the 
boundaries of that city.

Area of City Impact - Required by state law (§67-6526) requires cities to specify an area outside the 
city limits which it expects to annex or is part of its trade area. Land use authority for this area is 
negotiated between the City and County.

Bikeway. A facility designed to accommodate bicycle travel for recreation or commuting purposes. 
This is not always a separate facility but can be designed to be compatible with other travel modes.

Buffer. An area designed to provide attractive space or distance, obstruct undesirable views or 
generally reduce the impact of adjacent development.

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). A strategic plan that includes a proposed timetable or schedule 
of all future capital improvements to be carried out during a specific period and listed in order of 
priority, together with cost estimates and the anticipated means of financing each project.

Circulation. Systems, structures and physical improvements for the movement of people, goods, 
water, air, sewage, or power by such means as streets, highways, railways, waterways, towers, 
airways, pipes, and conduits, and the handling of people and goods by such means as terminals, 
stations, warehouses, and other storage buildings or transshipment points.

Commercial. The distribution, sale, or rental of goods and the provision of other services.

Community. Used interchangeably to speak of the total planning area (verses the city or urban 
fringe) or an attitude such as “... a sense of community...” which implies a common identification 
on an issue by a group of citizens.

Community Parks. Community parks are large and intended to provide facilities of general 
community interest. These parks should provide for active and passive recreation for all ages and 
for family and organized recreation. They should be centrally located and readily accessible with 
approximately 3.5 acres per 1,000 people.
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Compatible Design. The visual relationship between adjacent and nearby buildings and the 
immediate streetscape, in term of a consistency of material, colors, building elements, building 
mass and other constructed elements of urban environments, such that abrupt or serve differences 
are avoided.

Comprehensive Plan. A general policy statement of the county, including a general land use map 
which integrates all functions, natural systems and activities relating to the use of land, which is 
required by Idaho State Statue (§67-6508).

Community Character. The features that define the built and natural environment within the 
community help to create its character. These include but are not limited to historic buildings, 
natural landscapes, mixed uses, connectivity, building density, scale, and orientation, and the scale 
and quantity of signage.

Condominium. A building or group of buildings, in which dwelling units, offices or floor area are 
owned individually and structure, common areas and facilities are owned by all the owners on a 
proportional, undivided basis.

Density. A measure of the intensity of development, generally expressed in terms of dwelling units 
per acre. It can also be expressed in terms of population density (i.e., people per acre). Density is 
useful for establishing a balance between potential service needs and service capacity.

Development. Making a material change in the use or appearance of a structure or land, dividing 
land into two or more parcels, and creating or terminating a right of access.

Development Agreement. The Local Land Use Planning Act allows cities and counties to use 
development agreements, which require an owner or developer to make a written commitment 
concerning the use or development of the subject parcel as a condition of rezoning. The agreements 
are binding and recorded so as to bind subsequent owners.

Duplex. A building containing two single-family dwelling units separated from each other by an 
unpierced wall extending from basement to roof.

Dwelling Unit. A structure or portion thereof that is used exclusively for human habitation.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The EPA is the federal source agency of air and water 
quality control regulations affecting a community.

Floodplain. Lands which are within the floodway and the floodway fringe.
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Floodway. The channel of a river or other water course and the adjacent land areas that must be 
reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface 
elevation more than one foot.

Flood, 100 Year. A flood with a 1% chance of occurring in any given year. This is the flood most 
commonly used for regulatory purposes.

Freeway. A divided arterial highway designed for the unimpeded flow of large traffic volumes. 
Access to a freeway is strictly controlled and intersection grade separations are required.

Goal. A statement of intention expressing community values and attitudes intended to provide a 
guide for action by the community.

Greenway or Greenbelt. An open area which may be cultivated or maintained in a natural state 
surrounding development or used as a buffer between land uses or to mark the edge of an urban 
or developed area.

Group Home. A small homelike facility staffed by qualified professionals, and designed to fit into 
the neighborhood. The purpose of the facility is to provide living quarters and services for people 
having a particular disability.

Home Occupation. An occupation carried on in a dwelling unit by the resident thereof; provided 
that the use is limited in extent and incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling unit for 
residential purposes and does not change the character thereof.

Impact. The consequences of a course of action; the effect of a goal, guideline, plan, or decision.

Impact Fees. A fee, levied by local government on new development, so that the new development 
pays a proportionate share of the cost of the facilities needed to service that development.

Implementation Strategies. Actions, procedures, or techniques that carry out a Comprehensive 
Plan policy or objective through implementing a standard. Each policy is linked to a specific action-
oriented implementing program.

Infill Development. Development on vacant sites in an otherwise built up area.

Infrastructure. Facilities and services needed to sustain industry, commerce, and residential 
development (e.g. water and sewer lines, streets, roads, fire stations, parks, etc.).

Land Development Regulations. Generally, all ordinances and other tools (policies) used by the 
city/county to manage land use.

Land Trust. Nonprofit organizations whose primary purpose is the preservation of undeveloped 
open land for conservation value to the community. Land trusts are concerned with all kinds of 
open space land, and focus on specific resources, such as farmland, prairie, mountain ridges, 
watersheds, river corridors, lakes, parks, or community gardens. Land trusts can be rural, suburban, 
or urban, depending upon the geography they serve.

Land Use. A description of how land is occupied or utilized.

Land Use Map. A map showing the existing and proposed extent and intensity of development of 
land to be used in the future for varying types of residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, 
recreational, educational and other public and private purposes or combination of purposes.
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Livability. Those aspects of the community, perceived by residents, which make community a nice 
place to live.

Maintain. Support, keep, or continue in an existing state or condition without decline.

Manufactured Home. A double wide structure with a Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) label certifying that it was constructed in accordance with the National Manufactured Housing 
Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974.

Master Plan. A comprehensive long-range plan intended to guide the growth and development 
of a specific area, region, or site, and includes analysis, recommendations and proposals for the 
community’s population, economy, housing, transportation, community facilities and land use.

Mobile Home. A single wide structure which is constructed for movement on the public highways 
that has sleeping, cooking, and plumbing facilities, intended for human occupancy, which was 
constructed between January 1, 1962 and June 15, 1976.

Mixed-use Building. A building containing two or more distinct uses, either horizontally or vertically 
integrated.

Natural Hazard. A natural characteristic of the land or combination of characteristics which, when 
developed without proper safeguards, could endanger the public health, safety, or general welfare.

Neighborhood. A local area whose residents are generally conscious of its existence as an entity. In 
planning literature, a “neighborhood unit” is a planned residential area organized on the principle 
that elementary schools, parks, playgrounds, churches and shopping are within walking distance of 
each residence. Heavy traffic is routed around the neighborhood, not through it.

Neighborhood Parks. A neighborhood park is medium sized, containing facilities primarily of 
interest to the immediate neighborhood. Facilities for a variety of activities should be provided. 
They should be approximately two acres per 1,000 residents.

Objective. The objective statement defines the meaning of the goal; describes how to accomplish 
the goal, and suggests a method of accomplishing it. It advances a specific purpose, aim, ambition 
or element of a goal. It can describe the end state of the goal, its purpose, or a course of action 
necessary to achieve the goal.

Off -Street Parking. A temporary storage area for motor vehicles, that is directly accessible to an 
access aisle and which is not located on a dedicated street right-of-way.

On-Street Parking. A temporary storage area for motor vehicles, which is located on a dedicated 
street right-of-way.

Open Space. Any parcel of land or water essentially unimproved and set aside, dedicated, or 
reserved for public use or enjoyment, or for the use and enjoyment of owners and occupants of 
land adjoining or neighboring such open space.

Planned Unit Development (PUD). An area of a minimum contiguous size, as specified by ordinance, 
to be planned and developed as a single entity and containing one or more residential clusters; 
appropriate commercial, public or quasi-public uses may be included if such uses are primarily for 
the benefit of the residential development.
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Policy. A decision-making guideline for actions to be taken in achieving goals. The policy is the 
official position of the County related to a given land use issue. Policies guide actions in recurring 
situations.

Public Land. Land owned by local, state, or federal government, used for purposes which benefit 
pubic health, safety, general welfare and other needs of society.

Public Participation. The active and meaningful involvement of the public in the development of 
the comprehensive plan.

Public Facility and Utilities. Refers to key facilities, types and levels of the following: fire protection, 
police protection, schools, libraries, sanitary facilities, storm drainage facilities, government 
administrative services, energy and other services deemed necessary by the community.

Subdivision. The division of a lot, tract or parcel of land into two or more lots, tracts, parcels or 
other divisions of land for sale, development or lease.

Tax Increment. Additional tax revenues that result from increases in property values due to new 
development within a redevelopment area.

Telecommuting/Remote Work. An arrangement in which a worker works from home or in a location 
other than the primary place of work.

Transfer of Development Rights. The transfer of the right to develop or build, expressed in dwelling 
units per acre, from land in one zoning district to land in another district where such transfer is 
permitted.

Urban. All population and territory within the boundaries of urbanized areas and the urban portion 
of places outside of the urbanized area that have a decennial census population of 2,500 or more. 
(U.S Census Bureau)

Urban Area. A highly developed area that includes, or is appurtenant to, a central city or place and 
contains a variety of industrial, commercial, residential and cultural uses.

Urbanization. Process of converting land from rural to urban.

Wireless Telecommunications Towers and Facilities. A device used to transmit and /or receive radio 
or electromagnetic waves between terrestrially and/or orbitally base structures.

Wetlands. Areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or ground water at a frequency 
and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence 
of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include 
swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas. Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands 
intentionally created from non-wetland sites, including, but not limited to, irrigation and drainage 
ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, 
and landscape amenities. However, wetlands may include those artificial wetlands intentionally 
created from nonwetland areas created to mitigate conversion of wetlands, if permitted by the 
county or the city.



App A - DEFINITIONS |181

Zone. The smallest geographically designated area for analysis of land use activity. An area or 
region set apart from its surroundings by a set of characteristics.

Zoning Map. The maps which are a part of the zoning ordinance and delineate the boundaries of 
zone districts.
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COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY

APPENDIX B

DECEMBER 5, 2019 – 4:30 TO 6:30 PM
On Thursday afternoon, December 5th, 2019, Twin Falls County held a public open house to 
formally kick-off the comprehensive plan and zoning code update. The open house was held in the 
lobby of the Twin Falls County West Building at 630 Addison Avenue. Over the course of two hours, 
County staff and members of the Orion Planning + Design consultant team talked with residents 
of the County about their ideas for the County’s future. Participants were invited to share what 
they love most about living in Twin Falls County and their concerns for the future of the County on 
maps and posters located throughout the lobby. Feedback received has been summarized in the 
following pages and will serve to guide future conversations with key stakeholders and the public 
during the next round of public outreach, tentatively planned for late January 2020.

LOVES/CAUTIONS EXERCISE

Open house participants were asked to identify places throughout Twin Falls County that they 
loved or had concerns about; these were marked on maps using green dots for “loves” and red 
dots for “cautions”. A list of the loves/cautions reported is summarized below:

Loves
• Balanced Rock

• Snake River

• Centennial Park (x2)

• Skate park

• Library

• Rim trail

• Airport/airport expansion (x2)

• Murtaugh Lake (protected)

• Rock Creek Canyon (x2)

• Sawtooth National Forest (x2)

• Rogerson school house

Cautions
• Salmon Dam

• Murtaugh Dam/dam leaks

• Airport overlay

• Wellheads near Buhl

• Wellheads near Hansen

• Buhl airport

• Need places to go with good kids (?)



APP B - COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY |183

WHAT I LOVE MOST ABOUT TWIN FALLS COUNTY TODAY...

TFCO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + ZONING CODE  UPDATE | PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

 �Fishing, hunting, 
camping

 �Good mix of farm life 
and City life

 �Small town feel with 
just the right amount of 
conveniences

 �The parks

 �Dog park

 �Agricultural base, but 
with great opportunity 
for growth in other areas

 �The people are friendly 
and always willing to 
help; they are humble and 
hardworking; they want 
to protect the integrity of 
the area
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IF I COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT TWIN FALLS
COUNTY, IT WOULD BE...

TFCO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + ZONING CODE  UPDATE | PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

 �We could use 
an institution of 
higher education 
to complement CSI 
(College of Southern 
Idaho)

 �Population (x2)

 �Build up, not out, to 
preserve landscape and 
nature of land

 �Only having one bridge; 
when there is an accident 
on Perine, Twin (Falls) is 
gridlocked

 �Blue Lakes

 �More food options

 �Cities having a 
centralized area to go for 
business
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IN 20 YEARS TWIN FALLS COUNTY WILL BE...

 �Farm

 �Balance between City 
and County growth

 �Slow growth to avoid 
bone fractures and 
stretch marks from 
growing too fast

TFCO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + ZONING CODE  UPDATE | PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

 �Still a great farming 
community but with 
additional resources and 
businesses

 �It will have more parks 
but still be a farming 
community
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TWIN FALLS COUNTY - ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES 
WHAT SHOULD WE KNOW ABOUT TWIN FALLS COUNTY AS WE START THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE?

TFCO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + ZONING CODE  UPDATE | PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

LAND USE AND 
ZONING

TRANSPORTATION COMMUNITY 
CHARACTER

HISTORY AND
CULTURE

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

NATURAL 
RESOURCES

HOUSING PUBLIC SERVICES AND 
FACILITIES

PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION

SCHOOLS AND 
EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL
HAZARDS

 � Area of impact 
has traditionally 
stressed 
residents who 
may or may not 
have a say about 
what happens 
around them

 � No more 
building 
commercial 
along canyon

 � There are vast 
differences 
of what 
“agricultural” 
and “agricultural 
support” (i.e. Ag 
vs. industrial) 
means to people 
with competing 
interest and 
whether 
it actually 
preserves the 
character of the 
area

 � The MPO 
should provide 
cohesion if there 
is buy in from all 
stakeholders

 � Second bridge

 � There are a lot 
of people, not 
too many main 
roads

 � Airport only flies 
to Salt Lake

 � Transportation 
Plan for County 
Roads and 
Development

 � Maintenance of 
roads

 � We don’t have 
a lot of direct 
routes due 
to canyons 
throughout the 
area; but its one 
of the best parts 
of this place.  
Expansion of 
current bridge or 
additional one

 � It’s an expanding 
yet sleepy area

 � Consistently 
wants to set 
itself apart from 
growth like 
Ada County 
or Canyon 
County

 � To be Twin not 
Boise, not Idaho 
Falls, not Coeur 
d’Alene

 � Historic 
preservation 
should be a 
priority and 
can work hand-
in-hand with 
economic 
development

 � We came from 
ag roots; a lot of 
historic sites and 
buildings have 
been removed; 
towns all shut 
down by 9:00 
PM

 � Look to the 
future bringing 
the past with us.  
Appeal to the 
younger while 
respecting our 
elders

 � Economic 
development 
should be more 
diverse

 � Stop giving tax 
breaks to large 
companies; 
make it the 
same across the 
board, large or 
small

 � The area has 
a difficult 
time retaining 
business that 
may be out of 
the economic 
means of the 
population but 
we are in need 
of business so 
we don’t have to 
go to Boise for 
some items

 � Water in limited 
quantities and 
lava rock

 � There’s a lot of 
potatos

 � No “pack ‘em 
and stack ‘em” 
housing along 
Canyon

 � You could build 
up instead of out 
for housing

 � More 
apartments 
that aren’t that 
expensive

 � Area pricing is 
increasing at an 
exponential rate; 
some are on 
par with Boise 
trends

 � When is public 
transportation 
anticipated?

 � Most are related 
to ag/parks 
and rec/land 
(weeds/invasive 
species), and 
resource related; 
others may be 
associated with 
cities.  We do 
a good job of 
trying to fill 
gaps for needs 
of community. 
They do a good 
job of providing 
statutory 
items in local 
government and 
judiciary

 � Protect parks 
and recreation

 � More places 
for dogs to run 
without a leash

 � The ones 
we have are 
great.  I would 
encourage 
expansion to 
protect/preserve 
areas

 � Encourage 
higher 
education

 � Greater 
education 
opportunities

 � We have good 
support for 
technical and 
apprenticeship 
opportunities.  
They are vital 
to the economy 
and needed skills 
in the area

 � Public discussion 
and awareness 
about respecting 
irrigation 
waterways and 
not dumping in 
them

 � Factories not 
complying with 
EPA regulating 
for outputs 
into the air 
and streams.  
Dairy output 
of nutrients 
and compliance 
[with 
regulations].  
Run-off into 
Snake
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TWIN FALLS COUNTY - ISSUES + OPPORTUNITIES 
WHAT SHOULD WE KNOW ABOUT TWIN FALLS COUNTY AS WE START THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE?

TFCO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN + ZONING CODE  UPDATE | PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

LAND USE AND 
ZONING

TRANSPORTATION COMMUNITY 
CHARACTER

HISTORY AND
CULTURE

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

NATURAL 
RESOURCES

HOUSING PUBLIC SERVICES AND 
FACILITIES

PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION

SCHOOLS AND 
EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL
HAZARDS
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has traditionally 
stressed 
residents who 
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have a say about 
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around them

 � No more 
building 
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area
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 � There are a lot 
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roads
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 � Transportation 
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Development
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roads

 � We don’t have 
a lot of direct 
routes due 
to canyons 
throughout the 
area; but its one 
of the best parts 
of this place.  
Expansion of 
current bridge or 
additional one

 � It’s an expanding 
yet sleepy area

 � Consistently 
wants to set 
itself apart from 
growth like 
Ada County 
or Canyon 
County

 � To be Twin not 
Boise, not Idaho 
Falls, not Coeur 
d’Alene

 � Historic 
preservation 
should be a 
priority and 
can work hand-
in-hand with 
economic 
development

 � We came from 
ag roots; a lot of 
historic sites and 
buildings have 
been removed; 
towns all shut 
down by 9:00 
PM

 � Look to the 
future bringing 
the past with us.  
Appeal to the 
younger while 
respecting our 
elders

 � Economic 
development 
should be more 
diverse

 � Stop giving tax 
breaks to large 
companies; 
make it the 
same across the 
board, large or 
small

 � The area has 
a difficult 
time retaining 
business that 
may be out of 
the economic 
means of the 
population but 
we are in need 
of business so 
we don’t have to 
go to Boise for 
some items

 � Water in limited 
quantities and 
lava rock

 � There’s a lot of 
potatos

 � No “pack ‘em 
and stack ‘em” 
housing along 
Canyon

 � You could build 
up instead of out 
for housing

 � More 
apartments 
that aren’t that 
expensive

 � Area pricing is 
increasing at an 
exponential rate; 
some are on 
par with Boise 
trends

 � When is public 
transportation 
anticipated?

 � Most are related 
to ag/parks 
and rec/land 
(weeds/invasive 
species), and 
resource related; 
others may be 
associated with 
cities.  We do 
a good job of 
trying to fill 
gaps for needs 
of community. 
They do a good 
job of providing 
statutory 
items in local 
government and 
judiciary

 � Protect parks 
and recreation

 � More places 
for dogs to run 
without a leash

 � The ones 
we have are 
great.  I would 
encourage 
expansion to 
protect/preserve 
areas

 � Encourage 
higher 
education

 � Greater 
education 
opportunities

 � We have good 
support for 
technical and 
apprenticeship 
opportunities.  
They are vital 
to the economy 
and needed skills 
in the area

 � Public discussion 
and awareness 
about respecting 
irrigation 
waterways and 
not dumping in 
them

 � Factories not 
complying with 
EPA regulating 
for outputs 
into the air 
and streams.  
Dairy output 
of nutrients 
and compliance 
[with 
regulations].  
Run-off into 
Snake
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PLANNING WEEK PUBLIC WORKSHOP FEEDBACK 
SUMMARY

APPENDIX C

COMMUNITY VALUES SUMMARY
Participants were asked what they value most about living in Twin Falls County during three 
community workshops and a Steering Committee meeting held during Planning Week January 
21st-24th, 2020.  The answers provided by workshop participants have been summarized below and 
serve as a starting point in crafting the community-wide vision statement and planning principles 
that will guide the development of the Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan rewrite.

• Love the public lands – keep them accessible

• Open areas and natural resources

• Small towns

• Being able to see the sunrise and sunset

• Wildlife

• Rural values and personality

• Managed growth is desirable

• Excellent place to do business

• Great recreation opportunities

• Easy to get around

• The agricultural economy 

• Ability to run a family business

• Good place for raising a family

• Low crime rate

• Agriculture-based economy

• Outdoor activities

• Rural feel

• Family-oriented community

• Snake River Canyon and Rock Creek

• Easy access to services and amenities

• The openness of the county

• The agricultural roots and history

• Clean air and water
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• Natural resources in close proximity

• Value the ability to have a safe place to raise a family that offers economically diverse 
opportunities

• Value the production of agriculture and availability of processing facilities to help drive the 
economy

• Independence

• Openness – viewshed

• Clean air (most of the time)

• Good neighbors 

• Good work and opportunities

• Culture

• Cost of living

• Healthy environment and clean air

• Community-minded

• Rural feel and smaller communities

• Agriculture and agriculture activities like 4-H and FFA

• An agricultural-minded fair

• Rural lifestyle

• Friendly people

• Mountains

• Great place to raise a family

• Small community

• Agricultural community

• Access to open spaces

• Air quality

• Medical facilities

• Choice of housing and affordability

• Recreation

• Life-safety services
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• The opportunities we have living around here -recreational

• Small community outside big city

• Preserving history and historic assets

• Homes Twin Falls County

• Different types of opportunity

• Availability of different resources

• As a transplant to this community I love this area and the opportunity to influence future 
growth for future generations in a sustainable and responsible manner

• Community and public access

• Cost of living

• Lack of corruption in local government

• Lower population density

• Access to outdoor recreation

• Enjoy living in Idaho and fishing, hunting and camping in the outdoors

• Small county with all the amenities needed for senior living

• Hunting, fishing and outdoor activities

• Beautiful parks

• Agriculture

• Open spaces

• Family values

• Raise my family in a small community

• Have access to recreation and the outdoors

• Live in an affordable area with clean water and air

• Low cost of living

• Value the people who live in our community

• Close proximity to hunting, fishing and skiing 

• Area is a place where the family can thrive; good jobs, schools, houses, outdoors, 
communities, water

• A place where you feel a sense of community; a place you are proud to be from

• Love the small-town feel, friendly people

• Value the ability to be by myself; not in a crowded population.  People need space.

• Family

• Low cost of living

• Low crime

• Employment opportunities

• Wide-open spaces

• Community and agriculture is a way of life
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• Low population, very rural, 2-3 hour from anywhere

• Hunting, fishing, skiing, gambling

• Big city (Twin Falls?)

• Open spaces

• Very scenic – rivers, canyons, desert, mountains

• Small town feel

• Conservative values

• Small town lifestyle

• Close access to outdoor recreation and the diversity of that

• Conservative values

• Sense of community

• Healthy environment

• Beautiful country

• Water, spring and geothermal activity

• Family

• Organic agriculture community

• Value the ability to live in an area with an agricultural background

• Value the ability to enjoy quite country atmosphere with the convenience of being able to 
enjoy what is available in our cities

• Small town (not too big)

• Being in a small town with good work

• Affordable, small town appeal

• Functioning downtown (Twin Falls)

• Open space is critical for quality of life as well as wildlife use

• The diversity of small town and activities in and around the area is very important (i.e. 
farming, sports, music, higher education)

• Family values held up in the community

• Great natural resources in the area that should be used as well as protected

• Quiet, no traffic, no crime in Buhl

• Wilderness areas

• Libraries, museums and performing arts

• Agriculture community

• Small town feel

• Quality of life: clean water, clean air and a secure/quiet place to live

• Access to wide open spaces

• Great schools

• Reasonable cost of living
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• Access to good health care

• Small town charm

• Small town values, rural area

• Location – proximity to surrounding states

• Good place to do business/business-friendly

• People’s word is their bond

• Lack of population

• Agriculture-based county

• Plenty of water from Twin Falls Canal Company

• Appreciation that the county still values farmers and farmland

• Lots of open space

• Clean water and clean air

• Value the friendliness of the people

• Relative low cost of living

• Safety living here vs. living in a larger city

• Value the wildlife and the birds

• Low population vs. elsewhere in the United States

• Ability to see the sun rise and sunset

• Recreational activities abound

• Solid workforce for my business

• Ease of getting around

• Recreation

• Value open areas, natural resources, small towns and being able to see sunrises and sunsets

• Privacy

• Availability of business

• Strong agricultural roots

• Diverse economic opportunity

• Independent lifestyle - low oversight, limited regulation

• Outdoor/natural resources and access

• Availability of water for both agriculture and recreation

• Safe neighborhoods

• Quality of life

• Availability of medical facilities

• Air quality/lack of smog
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS SUMMARY
Concerns expressed by participants at one of three community workshops and the Steering 
Committee meeting held during Planning Week January 21st-24th, 2020 have been summarized 
below.  Many of these concerns were identified in response to the question posed in Exercise #1 
of each workshop, asking participants what brought them to the meeting or compelled them to 
participate in the process.

• Make sure new land is set aside for open space/green space

• Balance property rights with development

• Don’t like to see all the farmland converting to residential development

• Concerned about keep agriculture viable

• Residential impact on – and impact from – agricultural activities including chemical 
applications

• The agricultural preservation category is misapplied – wrong end of the County

• Youth aren’t farming

• Deer herd migration path is impacted by development

• There should be a limit on cattlemen taking too many elk

• Traffic

• Concern about direction of the County; too much change

• Corridor development concerns (within the City)

• Infrastructure inadequacy

• Wide open spaces are disappearing

• County roads are inadequate, creating issues in terms of traffic and safety

• Aquifer and water capacity concerns – as well as access – are growing in the face of 
development

• Concern about the growth occurring in Twin Falls (city) and where it is going

• Want to make sure health care is part of the discussion – St. Luke’s/Select Health has a 
monopoly

• Concern about the direction of Twin Falls 

• Manage and preserve water availability and access, esp. through aquifer usage

• Need to manage thru-traffic for all cities

• Tax issues that rising housing costs create

• Traffic

• Public safety

• Concern about how county will grow

• Concerned for the loss of viable farmland; want to keep agriculture viable

• Where is the water going to come from (for growth?)

• Preserve farmland
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• Pending traffic issues – rerouting, lighting, roundabouts

• Influx into county and issues with domestic and irrigation water requirements

• Want to see managed growth and infrastructure that keeps pace with the growth while also 
maintaining quality values

• Need for housing very great in this area

• Changes needed for safety – no spraying around schools, parks, roads and in public places

• No CAFOs

• Need to plan for future water use
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PLANNING WEEK STAKEHOLDER ROUNDTABLE 
SUMMARY

APPENDIX D

The following provides a summary of the conversations held with community stakeholders in Twin 
Falls during Planning Week January 21st-24th, 2020.  Stakeholders were convened by topic areas 
including (but not limited to) agriculture, the economy, the environment, housing, transportation 
and land use to discuss issues and opportunities present in the county, changes that have occurred 
in the ten years since the comprehensive plan was last updated, and accomplishments resulting 
from the last comprehensive planning effort.  This information has been used in the development 
of a community-wide survey through which residents of Twin Falls can provide additional insight 
into the future of the county.

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS
•  Growth and development pressure exists from outside the state; concern with increased 

growth and the protection of farmland due to subdivision (especially prime farmland)

• Newer stakeholder group – Southern Idaho Water Quality Coalition – should be engaged

• Aquaculture-specific agriculture

• Aquaculture is regulated because it is point source; this differs from traditional 
agriculture activities which are non-point source

• The majority of aquaculture is located in Gooding County; Claire Springs is largest.  
Most facilities in Twin Falls (Eve Aqua farms) are small – Eve has processing plant here 
in the county, but other larger trout production facilities are in other counties 

• Seep tunnels, south side of Snake River, used for fish hatcheries, smaller facilities

• 1200 farms total 680 million in economic development

•  Need better succession planning – regional educator is being trained to work with 
property owners to develop a plan; owners can partner with other organizations in the 
state for financial assistance

• U of I extension office has ranching and livestock programs aimed at getting the right 
tools to pair future livestock growers with existing ranches

• Possibly look at internship programs to put people on farms with an interest to learn 
the business 

•  Agricultural conservation easements – no active conservation groups currently exist that 
can take over ownership and work with landowners
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• Infrastructure issues when development occurs near active agriculture – conflict with cars, 
farm equipment, dirt on roads, etc.

•  Population growth creates a different political environment, people don’t realize what it’s 
like to live in an active agricultural area

• Regulations are on the books, it’s just a matter of following the rules that are in place

•  2017 weather-related events (snow-maggedon plus rain) triggered pond breaching, 
recognition of environmental impacts

• Some people increased storage facilities, but CAFO permit does limit size

• Must be built to contain 180 days of processed water 

•  TMDL’s on the mid-Snake; issue with what’s going to happen with future allocation of 
phosphorous (phosphorous comes from the feed)

• Water quantity is an issue; so is quality 

• Springs contribute a lot to the mid-Snake flow

•  The City of Twin Falls public water supply is fed by wells – need more wellhead protection 
areas?

• Burley area has exceeded nitrogen levels for drinking water quality

• Living on the Land Programs  - what does living in the Country really mean, and how can 
this be disclosed to future residents coming from out of the area?

• Right to farm disclosures for real estate transactions

• Twin Falls Canal Company covers just over 200k acres; southern part of county’s water 
comes from Nevada, chronically short of water (Salmon tract)

• Weed control issues with undeveloped, subdivided properties – is there a way to retract 
these developments that may no longer be necessary/viable, to deal with the weeds?

• Gray water regulations in the City of Twin, limit drinking water for lawn care; new 
development requires depression catchment systems to capture water for use in this 
manner

• Workforce development opportunities exist in agriculture, aquaculture and food processing

• Safety in workforce, training folks as they come into a dairy facility, animal husbandry 
and handling 

• U of I has experiment station down in Hagerman – aquaculture research institute
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• Food science, café program, 2 and 2 degree (CSI and then on to U of I)

• Chobani offers scholarships to U of I in agriculture degrees

• Fire is a big issue on open, agriculture lands; need rural fire department representation in 
this process

TRANSpORTATION STAKEHOLDERS
• Connectivity is lacking – 3rd bridge crossing needed (if it was going to happen, should 

have happened years ago) 

• Pole Line, Bridge View and Two Lakes – serious issue with traffic congestion on 
Highway 93

• Higher the ADT the quicker they (roads) deteriorate – Blue Lakes Blvd. around 15,000 
cars per day

• Demands have increased in the Filer Highway District – large growth in subdivision, 
collision between rural and urban divide

• Conflict between agricultural traffic

• Hit and miss development, spotty development patterns

• The district maintains 140 road miles with 4 personnel

• Chip seal about 17 per year, overlay 1.5-2.5 miles of road per year

• Twin Falls Highway District traffic demand has mixture of use – subdivisions, industry, 
commercial

• More demand to the north and east

• 64 subdivisions within jurisdiction, including phased development 

• The district maintains 766 road miles; 67 road miles are gravel

• 3 snowplows strictly dedicated to subdivisions, plus 12 more for the district as a whole

• Budget is larger than other districts so have more money to work with; seal coat about 
100 miles per year, construct and average of about 20 miles per year

• Murtaugh Highway District

• 115 road miles maintained, including10-15 in Cache Co., with a total of 3 employees

• 60ish road miles are pavement, 40 are gravel

• 8 dairies in the district, hauling primarily on gravel roads

• Growing at an unbelievable rate; when a home comes up for sale it goes almost 
immediately, farmers selling off dry corners of land for development  
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• Can chip seal 6 miles per year based on budget; culvert budget is limited, no new 
projects unless a grant is obtained, budget is enough to cover employees and that’s 
about it

• Have seen a flip in maintenance – gravel vs. pavement, gravel is somewhat easier to 
maintain but this can pose a conflict with development (and expectations of home 
purchaser) 

• Supply/demand – gravel pits for roads results in an increase in truck traffic

• Drainage is a concern – where will the water go?  Standing water and natural drainage 
patterns are impacting roads 

• Stormwater mitigation plan is needed for farmers, prior to digging ditches or putting a 
pivot in

• New standards (15-16) don’t require curb and gutter, especially in the areas of impact - this 
creates conflict, especially with the City of Twin Falls

• Where the City owns one side (of the road) and the highway district owns the other 
side, it becomes a challenge to come together on maintenance, development 

• Mainly in areas of impact – if development occurs in area of impact, City should just 
take care of it

• Presently there is conflict between funding and maintenance, especially where highway 
district budgets are limited 

• Maintenance and staffing is not hard-wired to allow for urban-type standards; need to 
be able to fund these if regulations are going to require it.

• FedEx has created a facility for air freight, and there is increased private investment in 
hangars (at the airport)

• Pursuing a direct route to Denver via the Magic Valley Airport

• Presently the airport leaks travelers to the Boise and (somewhat less) to SLC

• The airport is City and County co-owned, operated by the City

• Separate chapter for airports now in land use planning; incompatible land uses are one of 
the most sensitive areas – look at the City’s comprehensive plan for ideas

• Potential for an overlay district in an agricultural zone – need to be sensitive to 
incompatible uses and encroachment

• Road widening requires 5’ additional ROW dedication, extra cost – have been pretty good 
and consistent about asking developers to tack on that dedication

• With cyclists, bike lanes – cost goes ways up

• Clif Bar rewards employees that bike to work – would like to see a route, signed and 
safe, but there is currently no revenue to help off-set the cost of such infrastructure 
improvements

• Old railroad ROW that heads toward Jackpot may be an option?

• Castle Ford is popular among the mountain biking community
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ECONOMIC DEVELOpMENT STAKEHOLDERS
• As Twin Falls has grown, the city has taken on more of the economic development 

component in house

• As of 2009 – weren’t going to recruit any more wet industry

• Tax increment financing is an important tool

• The City (and County) is seen more as a destination than a pass through, but the last new 
hotel was built in 2008

• Shoshone Falls - “Niagara of the West”; Prine Bridge is popular with base jumpers

• Hotel counts/occupancy saw 30% increase over the last 4 years

• Travelers are mostly from Idaho, Salt Lake, visitors from California, or those headed to 
Yellowstone 

• Lamb Weston employs 650 hourly employees (both skilled and production) and 50-60 
salaried employees

• Challenging to find skilled workforce; housing market is part of the problem

• Challenging to find rental units

• More homes were built last year than in any year prior to the recession (total of 320), but 
can’t build housing fast enough to keep pace with demand; the labor force isn’t there, 
doesn’t exist in the county

• There is not enough night life to retain young people

• Need better partnerships (through economic development organizations and 
resources) that focus on recruitment 

• Idaho is #1 inbound move state in country

• Podcast developed/promoted by SEID linked to talent recruitment, has been listened 
to in 36 countries; “Secrets Out” Idaho  

• Incubator, accelerator spaces are needed to promote diversification

• Small Business Development Center is a resource

• One co-working space exists in the city but no established incubator present 

• Food and food processing, along with research, is big industry – the City is trying to attract 
more of these businesses

• Family-friendly spaces (indoor) are needed to attract employers/employees with 
children, young families

• Treasure Cove, former gaming center are examples of activity centers desired

• Lots of philanthropic activity in area, but no one organization or community foundation 
exists that has really deep pockets

• Lots of little business feeds agribusiness; research and development (R&D) adds 
heightened skill level requirements
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• Trout, cattle, crickets – closed loop industry is present and can be a truly stable source 
during a downturn

• The local food movement has been important

• Dairies have changed seasonality of the agricultural industry; visas from oversees have 
changed the landscape in terms of the workforce availability, but there have been some 
struggles 

• Goods producing vs. growing service industry – need to balance this in the county

• The airport tends to follow economic activity demands in the community

• Air cargo industry increasing

• Market relationships between Boise, SLC

• Denver/United flight to be added at airport

• There is a brisk general aviation market (corporate jets, large companies)

• Firefighting efforts, BLM air tankers also utilize the airport

• The College of Southern Idaho is a hub for custom-fit training programs; the food 
processing program is an example.  CSI is the only community college offering a 4-year 
degree (only region out of 6 that doesn’t have 4-year college) in food processing

• 9500 students = current enrollment, but this includes lots of dual enrollment/HS 
students

• Hispanic student enrollment is high, a big % of this overall number

• Need more manufacturing opportunities outside of food (equipment, for example); R&D 
opportunities are also needed

• Reflecting on the rec/tech side of tourism, the county is in need of more Air B&B’s in the 
area (biggest weakness in terms of tourism industry)

• Tourism bread and butter is mostly in the summer; the County does not have as many 
recreation opportunities in winter months

• Amenities like indoor recreation facilities, convention space, a recreation center would 
be beneficial (residents are having to drive to Pocatello to see a TF team play a TF 
team because space is lacking in the county)

• Concert space, expo/trade show space would be welcome

• Facility capacity around 5,000 would suffice

• County fairgrounds are not close to any lodging or places to eat (out near Filer); this 
impacts the types of activities the venue attracts

• Comparatively, Pocatello has Wellness Center; this may be an option for the county

• Looking at Filer, Buhl for directing more residential growth in the future

• Another bridge across the Snake would change things (presently doing a pre-feasibility 
study at state?)
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• Public transit should be expanded

• Agritourism options like wineries could be explored

• University of Idaho’s Rupert Center, Department of Agriculture, Dairyman Association 
– Livestock Center (right on border of Twin Falls Co. and Jerome Co.) could all be 
resources

• Have a lot of foreign direct investment in the county, need to think about how best to 
capitalize on this potential in the future.

LAND USE AND DEVELOpMENT
• Future development potential north, south of Kimberly

• Kimberly’s area of impact was pulled back (from river)

• The 2008 land use map looked at areas that had poor soils (for development potential), 
existing road systems, established CAFO’s (as locations to avoid placing residential) – this 
seemed like a good approach at the time

• Canyon-rim lots are expensive, highly sought after – view corridors to the bottom and from 
the bottom (viewshed) are important to preserve in some fashion

• Canyon Rim Overlay (CRO) – refers to current setback restriction along canyon rim(s) in 
county, not cheap to build as a result; can do so within 100 ft. but can reduce down to 50 
ft. with a geologic study

• Height restrictions differ based on setback

• CRO setback applies to both the Snake and Rock Creek

• Most desirable areas for residential development: 

• Pole Line Road

• Kimberly Road and Addison

• Northwest portion of Twin Falls

• Retirement community north of Buhl

• Most desirable areas for commercial development

• Kimberly is growing – there is a desire to have more light industry in and along the 
Kimberly Road corridor

• Small neighborhood commercial areas needed, like the south hills development (5 
acres and under)

• Moratorium on commercial wells in the county, unless water rights are transferred onto 
property there is no ability to develop at the commercial level.  Exceptions include:  

• Senior water rights

• Residential well-drilling permit, part B - 2500 gallons per day can be used commercially
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• 1031 money allows for land swap with no taxes due – people know what they are getting in 
to, but there have also been circumstances where outsiders have opposed development 
after moving into the community

• Nuisance waivers protect the agricultural community in these instances

• Murtaugh is a challenging in terms of growth potential – most of the housing is older 

• Highway districts and city development requirements within areas of impact can be 
challenging; should look at trade-offs in terms of bike/ped infrastructure as well as curb/
gutter

• Lodging outside of the city limits would probably need to be seasonal, based on demand

• Top-notch development examples (although HOA fees are a challenge)

• Eagle Crest (built to County standards) 

• Much of the land along the south side of the river is private

• Navigable waterways 

• Regarding transportation, belt routes are needed to manage traffic more effectively?  South 
of Twin Falls, between the City and airport and intersecting with Highway 30

• 3rd bridge crossing would have a huge impact on land use 

• Understand this is being studied at the ITD level; information is available from past 5-7 
years 

HOUSING STAKEHOLDERS
• There is a lack of housing in Twin Falls County

• Rental prices are a problem

• There are so many more renters than rental units available; two or three families 
bunked together is the norm

• Typically it costs $800-900 for a two-bedroom unit; ten years ago the cost for the same 
unit would have been $550-$700; minimum wage has not kept up with these costs

• One-bedroom - $700

• Three bedroom - $1400

• Filer – CAP has built 7 homes (or they are under construction); have acquired 28 more 
lots for development for families to build homes with CAP providing construction 
oversight

• Kimberly was a focal point for this type of development prior to Filer

• Currently there are 450 Section 8 units/vouchers in Twin Falls County (approximate 
estimate); 1000 units total for an 8 county area, including Twin Falls 

• Currently, there is a 2-2.5 year waiting list (at all times), usually about 1200 people are 
on that list
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• SCAP – provide report at the end of February; 1100 to 1500 support services

• Have 8 units total (rented out), 4 in Twin Falls County, mostly older homes

• Very low unemployment rate in the county; applicants generally have minimum wage 
(sometimes two or three) jobs, living wage is not comparable 

• More studios and one-bedroom units are needed 

• There are barriers to construction; barriers to affordable property (cost of land), few 
properties that are build-ready

• There is also a shortage of people in the trades – framers, roofers, electricians, 
plumbers, etc.

• Employment of individuals needing affordable housing tends to be retail, fast food, 
call centers (minimum wage work), and those with agriculture backgrounds (some 
undocumented immigrants); the Hispanic population primarily staffs dairies

• For Section 8 housing, undocumented immigrants can be part of a family unit but their 
presence is prorated out of the benefit

• Dairy industry is year-round; sugar beets, potatoes offer more seasonal work

• Housing on diary properties tends to be run-down, manufactured homes, inefficient 
units

• Need better workforce recruitment

• There is an increased issue with homeless veterans and aging populations in need of 
Section 8 housing; they live on fixed incomes and social security benefits, have to make 
hard choices between housing and medical needs, etc.

• Accessibility issues with older homes, existing housing stock compounds this problem

• Property tax increases have had impacts on home values and affordability in the county

• Development process – reach out to Idaho Housing and Finance to get tax credits

• There was a Housing Study completed and discussed in the Times News (need to find this!)

• Pushback on development (of any type) closer to the canyon rim, prevalent NIMBY attitude 
toward “affordable” development

• Who defines the word affordable?  This remains a big question, and part of the 
problem

• Linda Flemming – Habitat for Humanity, oversees construction and rehab of affordable units 
(only a few present in the county)

• Need to recognize interconnectedness between employment, food insecurities, etc.

• Buhl – utility costs are increasing to the point where it’s difficult

• Sewer bonds may be needed

• Regarding the rental market, those over the income guidelines don’t qualify for assistance, 
can’t afford to rent and also can’t afford to purchase; an alternative that has started to crop 
up are camper trailers purchased and living adjacent to existing homes 
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pUbLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES
• Idaho Power is an  investor-owned utility with 103 investors/employees; it is hydro-based 

and hydro-backbone utility that includes coal, natural gas, and solar

• Has 17 hydro plants on the Snake River, 550,000 customers total within service territory

• Vertically integrated – owns hydro lines and facilities but doesn’t own wind/solar 
facilities

• Intermountain Gas Company – distribution company, owns the wellheads

• Road standards are important to fire response

• Addressing is important; private drives to homes ¼ to ½ mile off the road are 
challenging – driveway standards and standards for turnaround areas are needed

• (The Fire Chief) provides letters to the planning and zoning department related to 
development review requirements and addressing standards

• Alarm systems needed (required?) for larger homes – 5600 sq. ft. and above

• Any development over about 20-30 acres should think about having a water source as 
part of the development, for fire response; however, tanks are not ideal

• ISO rating in Filer it is a 3, increases exponentially as you move away from the 
incorporated areas

• Idaho Power has plans for the future that are fairly aggressive (progressive?)

• Magic Valley Electric Plan (updated every 10 years; on website: idahopower.com, last 
updated 2019) – looks at substation facilities, transmission lines for areas up to 50 years 
ahead, when full build-out is likely

• Integrated Resource Plan – looks at how to serve customers for the next twenty years 
using all resources (2019 Integrated Resource Plan)

• By 2045, 100% clean energy company

• Own parts of coal-fire plants in Wyoming, Nevada and Oregon

• Currently coal serves 30% of customer needs

• 1000 acre, 120 MW solar farm near Jackpot

• Marketing efforts of other customers (like Clif bar) demand clean energy

• Gateway West transmission project and 7 other transmission projects will result in 
customer growth projected at 2% per year 

• Expansion in the dairy industry has resulted in a fair amount of electrical demand and 
resulting growth in the county

• Rooftop solar has also increased; there is a net metering tariff if solar is installed where 
the company can buy back credits from homeowner
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• Battery storage and EM conveyance of power is an issue - no transmission lines!

• Electric car infrastructure - most people charge their cars at night when peak drops off in 
terms of service

• Solar arrays for operation of pivots are an option; county requires conditional use permits 
to install/site (but this isn’t required for rooftop solar on houses)

• CUP process is very laborious in the County; should focus on fewer meetings/trigger 
points to streamline this option

• Payback rate for solar on residential development is about 15 years; for agriculture 
pivots it is far less

• Wind facilities are less prevalent than solar in the county; there are approximately 325 days 
of sun a year so solar arrays have highest output

• Wind efficiencies are at 25% whereas solar is much higher; wind generators need 8 
MPH to start generating power, loses efficiency over 40 mph, cuts out over 50 mph

• Gooding, Cache County (Albion Ridge) – can get 13 mph year round

• You can find wind 10 miles on either side of Snake River Canyon

• Limited geothermal available near the Raft River by the Oregon border 

• Miracle Mile (hotsprings) – largely use artisan wells, although there is a moratorium on this 
resource 

• Need more language defining “commercial” – especially agricultural commercial

• National fire code, state/county fire code 

• Need to start the impact fee discussion for volunteer fire departments

• The City of Filer is set to grow, having largely new infrastructure installed 

• Subdivisions scheduled for development north of Filer, but the community can’t 
afford to buy that many more fire trucks to serve this level of development; there is a 
disconnect here

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION
• Murtaugh School District has doubled in size 

• Free and reduced lunch needs are dropping (down to 68), due in part to a more stable 
population

• There are limited services in Murtaugh, can’t hardly get gas; having a convenience 
store would help 

• The biggest thing that is growing is the school

• New athletic complex – also driving development

• Good test scores and statistics driving interest in bringing more students into the 
school district
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• Get calls nearly every day about housing 

• District comprised of one elementary, one middle/high school

• Emergency/medical response rates are a concern in the event of emergency

• Kimberly has grown 30% in population, now totals 1600 kids, 2100 students, 100 new 
students

• Two new subdivisions within the last 9 months totalling roughly 25 houses 

• Student population is 7% Hispanic

• People want to live near St. Lukes, property tax values make building new schools a 
challenge – limits ability to expand facility

• Schools are located all along the same road but lack transportation connectivity

• A lot of this has to do with clientele who won’t let children walk/bike/bus to school

• District comprised of two elementary schools, a middle and high school

• Dual enrollment continues to increase (52%)

• Majority of Murtaugh students go to CSI; Kimberly sees 80% of their kids having at 
least 12+ college credits upon graduating high school

• CSI markets toward high school students

• Weekend college offers continuing education for adults 

• Trend is toward coursework online; capped at about 20% right now

• If we want rural communities to be able to access education, this is a good path 
forward

• Hispanic-serving institution - 26.2% of the student population is Hispanic

• 100+ degrees offered

• University of Idaho and Boise State offer transfer credits

• Criminal justice program draws from CSI to sheriff’s department 

• Other links to economic development?  

• 911 dispatch – links to classes 

• There is a teacher shortage in Idaho; a study conducted a few years ago showed biggest 
shortage in the Magic Valley

• Institute of alternate authorization 

• Place-bound has a significant impact on teaching stock (non-traditional teachers)

• Low percentage of teachers live in Murtaugh, reverse commute

• Soft skills seen as a need (handling conflict, communication, collaboration)



208| TWIN FALLS COUNTY - 20|20 VISION FOR THE FUTURE

• Training the refugee population is seen as one of CSI’s roles - the refugee center is under 
the umbrella of CSI

• Looking at different populations, high need for program diversification at CSI to improve 
enrollment – one example could be a welding program

• Alternative program days and times also needed

• No bus service exists; have heard a need for public transport to the college 

• Population swells during the day with all people coming to Twin Falls for work and service 
needs

• There is one dorm on campus – most of the dorm is filled by athletes; married housing 
exists across the street and is typically 70% occupied

• Potential to expand both of these facilities with a growing student population

• Early childcare – Idaho does not require or mandate this

• The only 5-star facility is located at CSI

• Poor quality generally found elsewhere; this is an area for improvement 

• Few licensed daycares in Twin Falls, especially those non-traditional facilities that stay 
open late in the day

pARKS & RECREATION
• Access and maintenance of climbing areas is of interest

• Outdoor recreation is a growing industry – safety is a big concern, especially for AWOL

• Southern Idaho Tourism – responsible for old bridge improvements above Auger Falls 
(Mike Young is the contact)

• Idaho Guide Service – whitewater rafting along Snake, flow dependent - Daniel Gardner is 
a good contact

• Duerke’s Park is City-owned; Centennial Park is a County-owned park

• Three entities are allowed to do guided tours under an outfitters license on the Snake; 
would like to see increased access points, especially for day trips

• All targeted advertising is for tourists, mostly from Boise, Salt Lake, West Yellowstone

• Need to balance access with impact/destruction of resource

• Historical Chinese mining sites – not well-maintained, a lot are located on private property 
and unmarked 

• May not want to improve access to challenging sites; not in best interest of the 
resource

• Rock Creek is a huge asset, starting at Auger Falls 

• Greater access to this area is now possible with opening of the bridge
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• Access points are located behind the old hospital; the walking path ends before access 
to Snake River Canyon

• Open all the way back to Old Town Bridge 

• Few greenways; this would be a nice asset for the community 

• Trail access into BLM land/South Hills would be ideal

• Mountain biking trails currently in the Indian Creek drainage (who owns this area?)

• Southern Idaho Mountain Biking Association – maintains some of the trails (Mike Young 
is a good contact - myoung@csi.edu

• Snake River Park Commission does more work in Jerome Co., procuring areas 

• There is access out near Balanced Rock to the drainage there for kayaking

• Nate Jale with the BLM is working on improving this

• Rock Creek, Balanced Rock, Shoshone Falls access more geared toward locals than tourists

• Climbing in and around Twin Falls County is mostly local (maybe some come from 
Boise, Pocatello)

• Graffiti is a huge issue

• No comprehensive map of trails (including water trails)

• Most access is gaining knowledge through local channels

• Some desire to maintain this level of “secrecy” to good resources (fishing, boating, 
biking, etc.)

• County sees about 12-15,000 kayak rentals along the Centennial stretch on a summer day; 
working with County Parks & Waterways to sign and monitor this stretch for safety

• Need more signage on the Pillars to identify hazards (Sheriff and County have 
jurisdiction over this area)

• Need better communication with canal companies on when they are opening and closing 
the river, can alter the height of the river by 10 ft. in 24 hours

• Famous for sturgeon fishing; fisherman in the same boat as hunters – have their spot, don’t 
want any development to occur near their spot

• The Hagerman fossil area is especially good fishing, good bird hunting 

• Future zip line across canyon?
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
• Both City and County Historic Preservation Commissions are CLG’s; the museum is not

• Historic preservation commission is county-wide; they mainly stay out of the City because 
the City of Twin Falls has their own preservation commission

• Preservation Twin Falls (private organization?) – Paul Smith is the contact, provides access to 
grant funds and assists with the preservation process

• The Historical Society is a membership-driven organization; currently has around 50-60 
members

• No historic districts exist in the county; there is an MPD (multi-property document) that is 
being worked on to survey independent properties 

• It was originally intended to just focus on the Rock Creek “district” but the area of 
interest expanded

• The Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the existing comprehensive plan and have 
some adjustments they’d like to see (Jon will send an email)

• Museum visitation is ~2400 annually; it is a challenge to get schools involved

• The museum is 100 years old and belongs to the County

• There is a misconception that once listed on the registry, you can’t touch or make any 
changes to a building or site

• There is no money available for cemeteries through SHPO

• Certificate of appropriateness discussion – stakeholder not really interested in this process 
at present but may be feasible down the line

• Currently have an historic preservation ordinance in code (need to evaluate)

• Heritage landscapes are not currently looked at, but there is interest in taking these into 
consideration 

• Historic Chinese Mining District

• Coordinating with Commissioners in Jerome on this 

• No “park” exists, just trails and signage

• County looking to improve the trail system along Canyon Rim

• Oregon Trail passes through the county but is not very well mapped; brochure to be sent 
from Jon

• Important sites

• Hagerman Fossil Beds 

• Rogerson – school house was just added to the national registry (1915)

• Hollister – school house and bank, working with Paul Smith/Russ Tremain on listing

• All canal property is on the national registry (including all bridges, roads, infrastructure)

• Ranching history precedes irrigation – Diamondfield Jack 
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• Salmon Dam not presently on the register

• There is not a real process established by which to engage the Commission; would have 
capacity if this was established somewhere in the ordinance (currently the Commission just 
get notifications) 

• 10 HPC Commissioners, 6 Museum board members 

• Others to engage: Friends of Minidoka (Japanese relocation camp – two internment camps 
in TFCo.), Heret Center (CSI), Friends of Devil’s Corral, Rock Creek Institute (CSI - Shelly 
McQuen, Samra Cullum), Friends of Stryker (Stryker property is state owned – Jennifer Hill)

• Shoshone Indians - Antelope Springs site; most native resources are in the canyon

NATURAL RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENTAL 
HAZARDS

• Changes to development have occurred; agricultural areas are becoming cul-de-sacs, 

• There have been water retention issues, flooding (2017); infrastructure issues with 
roads, canals

• Development along the canyon creates ingress/egress issues

• Wildland fire, smaller landslides are all problematic in these areas

• There is concern with development occurring in the floodplain

• FEMA maps exist but County has to wait for these to be updated

• Floodplain maps are from 1985; have not been updated since – outdated, shifting 
development has changed  

• A lot of people are moving in from California

• Public education is paramount - developers want to be able to see where development 
is restricted due to floodplain

• Paving and gravel compaction related to development has compounding effects

• Twin Falls County is essentially a desert; floodplain exists not just along a stream or a 
river – any low spot can carry water

• There have been shifts in the way water is carried; canal systems carry a lot of 
floodwater

• In the Thousand Springs area, water raises to the homes and no amount of sandbagging 
can fix

• The river system has changed; need to look at changes to the landscape that have 
influenced systems, and what used to be secured ground now is cavernous

• When developers look at floodplain, Title 8 and 10 need to carry protections for people 
moving into the area that may not have any awareness of the natural environment

• Need to clarify what all Acts require compliance and dictate what permits are necessary
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• EPA protections and the Clean Water/Clean Air Act

• Sell topsoil at premium prices in order to develop area that is solid rock

• Contamination problems due to E-coli following the 2017 floods – need protections to 
prevent this from happening in the future

• Need to establish standards that wells tap into the deep aquifer, not the shallow 
aquifer (100 ft., cased)

• Blue rock issue as an impediment 

• If building a home, tack on 25k if you hit blue rock; if you need a septic add another 
20k

• This is why prime farmland is easier to develop

• There can be a failure to publish all requirements in the regulations; so many different 
agencies, so many different Acts; it becomes hard to even know what the requirements are

• County needs a one-stop-shop to address this

• In order to better understand the flood zone issue, need to obtain the hazard mitigation 
plan that is currently being updated

• This addresses the changing hydrology of the watershed and proactive measures 
necessary to address these conditions 

• Idaho State University; National Weather Service

• Wildland Urban Interface

• WUI projects (fuel management, loading) are conducted anywhere within the interface 
where there is risk to adjacent properties

• Education for private landowners is needed

• The private services and facilities section in the current plan is pretty weak

• The plan is trying to address unprotected lands but leaves off where there is no 
jurisdiction in the event of a fire; who’s responsibility? Rangeland fire protection 
association, rural fire departments, BLM?

• Response times have improved due to the rangeland fire protection association; 
response times are all relative (down to 30 minutes from 2 hours)

• Multi-county fires are especially taxing (such as the Canyon Creek fire in 2012); 
resources get stretched really thin

• Life and property are always first priority, but this has cost the BLM millions of acres 
burned

• If people could do their job in protecting themselves better, it would help the BLM and 
other organizations

• Fire trespass is an issue (difference between negligence and accidents) – need to 
pursue money to recoup costs related to fires
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• The public needs more education on WUI and fire – include this in the plan

• Fire programs should be continued and enhanced at the BLM level

• Could there be a GIS map developed that provides one stop shop information on 
environmental resources and fire hazards? Maybe this can be a recommendation.

• Indian Springs, the areas around the Reservoir and up in Shoshone Basin will be critical for 
BLM to work in partnership with the County

• Motorized/non-motorized uses are in conflict in these areas; both organizations will 
need assistance managing this

• BLM funding, staffing can’t keep up; County can’t do it either 

• This is a critical winter range for mule deer, sage grouse, etc.

• Important to be in communication and coordination with the County on other items like 
road maintenance and gravel – there are limitations due to grouse habitat and critical 
expansion issues

• T&E – sage grouse listed as a sensitive species

• Recreation use limits conservation efforts; these two things need to be in balance

• Surface mining act, other land management – Idaho Dept. of Lands 

• Sidebars will be helpful in providing stakeholders guidance on information sharing – follow 
up!

• Most County Roads are not under ROW
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13.25% 42

9.15% 29

10.73% 34

10.73% 34

2.52% 8

5.68% 18

1.58% 5

4.10% 13

42.27% 134

Q1 Where is your primary residence in Twin Falls County?
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 317

Unincorporated
County

Buhl

Filer

Kimberly

Hansen

Murtaugh

Hollister

My primary
residence is...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Unincorporated County

Buhl

Filer

Kimberly

Hansen

Murtaugh

Hollister

My primary residence is outside of Twin Falls County 

Other (please specify)
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0.00% 0

1.89% 6

13.56% 43

25.24% 80

15.46% 49

24.61% 78

18.61% 59

0.00% 0

0.63% 2

Q2 How old are you?
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 317

Under 18 years
of age

Between 19 and
24 years of age

Between 25 and
34 years of age

Between 35 and
44 years of age

Between 45 and
54 years of age

Between 55 and
64 years of age

Between 65 and
84 years of age

Over 85 years
of age

I would prefer
not to answer

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Under 18 years of age

Between 19 and 24 years of age

Between 25 and 34 years of age

Between 35 and 44 years of age

Between 45 and 54 years of age

Between 55 and 64 years of age

Between 65 and 84 years of age

Over 85 years of age

I would prefer not to answer
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48.26% 153

46.37% 147

40.06% 127

9.15% 29

44.48% 141

22.08% 70

19.56% 62

20.82% 66

29.34% 93

10.41% 33

4.73% 15

4.73% 15

Q3 What would you describe as Twin Falls County’s greatest assets?
(please select your top three)

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

The rural
character of...

The abundance
and access t...

Recreational
opportunities

Historic
character,...

The
agricultural...

The College of
Southern Ida...

Proximity to
Twin Falls a...

Affordability

Clean air and
water

Opportunities
for business...

Access to
highways, ra...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

The rural character of the county

The abundance and access to open space and public lands

Recreational opportunities

Historic character, culture and amenities

The agricultural economy

The College of Southern Idaho campus and other educational opportunities

Proximity to Twin Falls and the availability of goods and services

Affordability

Clean air and water

Opportunities for business growth

Access to highways, rail and transportation corridors

Other (please specify)
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19.24% 61

32.49% 103

19.24% 61

33.44% 106

17.98% 57

44.16% 140

48.58% 154

30.60% 97

22.40% 71

31.86% 101

Q4 What would you describe as Twin Falls County’s greatest
weaknesses? (please select your top three)

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Lack of
employment...

Limited
services in...

Lack of
economic...

Attracting or
retaining a...

Distance from
a large...

Road
congestion a...

Lack of
multi-modal...

Limited
housing...

Affordability

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Lack of employment opportunity outside the major incorporated cities

Limited services in rural areas

Lack of economic diversity

Attracting or retaining a qualified workforce

Distance from a large municipality and “big city” attractions

Road congestion and lack of connectivity

Lack of multi-modal infrastructure such as sidewalks, bike lanes or transit options throughout the county

Limited housing availability

Affordability

Other (please specify)
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43.53% 138

42.59% 135

30.60% 97

27.13% 86

47.00% 149

39.75% 126

54.57% 173

14.83% 47

Q5 What measures do you feel are most important to ensure continued
prosperity for agriculture activities and the economy moving forward?

(please select your top three)
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Succession
planning for...

Expanding
internships ...

Allowing
agritourism...

Allowing
expanded...

Allowing
passive,...

Implementing
cluster...

Restricting
development ...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Succession planning for family farms

Expanding internships and training programs for ag-related business

Allowing agritourism opportunities and activities

Allowing expanded processing capability for agricultural properties in the county

Allowing passive, complimentary uses on agricultural lands – such as solar, wind or geothermal energy generation and
capture – as a means of expanding and diversifying income sources for agricultural landowners and future generations

Implementing cluster development provisions to protect prime agricultural soils

Restricting development on prime agricultural soils while offsetting impacts through incentives such as density bonus or
transfer of development rights

Other (please specify)
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32.18% 102

12.93% 41

30.28% 96

12.93% 41

49.53% 157

38.80% 123

13.88% 44

12.62% 40

20.50% 65

15.77% 50

10.41% 33

13.88% 44

Q6 What are the housing-related issues affecting Twin Falls County?
(check all that apply)

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Quantity of
rental units

Quantity of
units to own

Quality of
rental units

Quality of
units to own

Affordability
of rental units

Affordability
of units to own

Lack of
housing...

Lack of
housing...

Lack of
housing in...

I don’t see a
problem with...

No opinion

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Quantity of rental units

Quantity of units to own

Quality of rental units

Quality of units to own

Affordability of rental units

Affordability of units to own

Lack of housing available in the incorporated areas

Lack of housing available in the areas of impact

Lack of housing in rural, unincorporated areas

I don’t see a problem with current housing options or supply

No opinion

Other (please specify)
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24.61% 78

55.21% 175

6.31% 20

0.95% 3

13.88% 44

13.56% 43

20.82% 66

18.93% 60

8.52% 27

13.56% 43

9.15% 29

Q8 What types of housing units do you feel are in short supply in Twin
Falls County? (select all that apply)

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Single family
housing in a...

Single family
homes, $250,...

Single family
homes,...

Single family
homes, $400,...

Two-family
(duplex) units

Three- and
four-plex units

Apartment
buildings wi...

Condominiums
and townhomes

I do not
believe ther...

No opinion/not
sure

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Single family housing in all price ranges

Single family homes, $250,000 and under in value

Single family homes, $250,001-$400,000 in value

Single family homes, $400,001 and over in value

Two-family (duplex) units

Three- and four-plex units

Apartment buildings with 5 or more units

Condominiums and townhomes

I do not believe there is a shortage of housing.

No opinion/not sure

Other (please specify)

Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan Update - Community Survey

7 / 22

Q7 Of the housing issues selected above, which is your greatest concern?
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0
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69.09% 219

30.91% 98

Q9 Do you feel the current comprehensive plan and zoning code afford
adequate recognition and protection of the county’s historic and cultural

resources?
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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25.55% 81

8.20% 26

14.51% 46

8.52% 27

22.40% 71

7.89% 25

3.15% 10

9.78% 31

Q10 Complete the following sentence.  The biggest issue I have with road
infrastructure in Twin Falls County is:

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 317

The lack of
ongoing or...

There is not
enough...

I have trouble
getting from...

There is
conflict...

There are not
enough safe...

I do not have
a problem wi...

No opinion/not
sure

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

The lack of ongoing or consistent road maintenance

There is not enough connectivity between destinations for me to travel efficiently; the road network feels incomplete

I have trouble getting from one place to another due to congestion

There is conflict between agricultural uses and non-agricultural development

There are not enough safe travel routes or options for bikes and pedestrians

I do not have a problem with the road infrastructure in the county

No opinion/not sure

Other (please specify)
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38.49% 122

39.12% 124

31.23% 99

34.70% 110

48.90% 155

10.73% 34

7.89% 25

8.83% 28

Q11 What types of multi-modal connectivity do you think are most
appropriate for the county to explore, to promote greater connectivity and

safer travel options? (select all that apply)
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Sidewalks in
and between...

Separated bike
paths

Bike lanes on
existing...

Regional
greenways

Public transit
(bus, ride...

I do not
believe we n...

No opinion/not
sure

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Sidewalks in and between development

Separated bike paths

Bike lanes on existing roadways

Regional greenways

Public transit (bus, ride share, etc.)

I do not believe we need multi-modal transportation in the county

No opinion/not sure

Other (please specify)
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10.09% 32

57.41% 182

64.35% 204

55.84% 177

3.15% 10

7.26% 23

Q12 Should development be limited or restricted in some portions of Twin
Falls County? (select all that apply)

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

No, it should
be allowed...

Yes, in areas
subject to...

Yes, in areas
that will ha...

Yes, in areas
where there...

No opinion/not
sure

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No, it should be allowed everywhere that is privately owned 

Yes, in areas subject to natural hazards such as high groundwater, steep slopes, wildfire and flooding

Yes, in areas that will have a negative impact on agricultural operations (such as prime agricultural soils)

Yes, in areas where there would be impact on viewsheds and scenic resources (such as canyon rims)

No opinion/not sure

Other (please specify)
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46.69% 148

32.49% 103

59.94% 190

42.90% 136

18.30% 58

44.16% 140

38.80% 123

11.04% 35

3.47% 11

7.89% 25

Q13 More visitors are coming to Twin Falls County to take advantage of
the area’s outdoor recreation opportunities.  What steps should the county
consider in order to support or encourage visitation? (select all that apply)

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Improve
wayfinding...

Expand river
access for...

Consider
developing a...

Provide
restrooms an...

Expand
opportunitie...

Consider the
siting and...

Improve and
expand exist...

I do not want
to see...

No opinion/not
sure

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Improve wayfinding signage to access recreation sites, trail heads and other amenities

Expand river access for increased recreation

Consider developing and expanding greenways and trail access throughout the county

Provide restrooms and other facilities for visitor use

Expand opportunities for seasonal accommodations for visitors to the County

Consider the siting and development of a concert space, business or expo center

Improve and expand existing recreation facilities to accommodate group sports and tournament activities for youth

I do not want to see visitation encouraged

No opinion/not sure

Other (please specify)



226| TWIN FALLS COUNTY - 20|20 VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan Update - Community Survey

14 / 22

34.70% 110

42.27% 134

52.05% 165

42.90% 136

14.83% 47

13.25% 42

Q14 What type of neighborhood-scale services would most benefit rural
residents in the county that do not exist today, or there are not currently

enough of?  (select top two)
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 317  

Neighborhood
commercial...

Localized
services to...

Community
facilities s...

Improved
internet access

No opinion/not
sure

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Neighborhood commercial services such as restaurant, grocery, gas and limited retail services (banking, entertainment,
small office, etc.)

Localized services to assist senior citizens (access to medical facilities, assistance at home, transportation for
appointments, etc.)

Community facilities such as recreation centers or community wellness centers, ball fields, gathering space for group
activities

Improved internet access

No opinion/not sure

Other (please specify)
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Q15 Title 67, Chapter 65 of the Idaho State Statutes requires the following
components be addressed in the comprehensive plan.  Please rank in
order of importance to you, with 1 being most important and 17 being

least important:
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Property rights

Population
growth trends

School
facilities a...

Economic
development

Land use

Natural
resources

Hazardous areas

Public
services,...

Transportation

Recreation

Special areas
or sites...

Housing

Community
design

Agriculture

Implementation

National
interest...

Public airport
facilities

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
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35.65%
113

10.41%
33

9.15%
29

4.10%
13

5.05%
16

5.05%
16

2.21%
7

4.10%
13

2.84%
9

2.21%
7

3.15%
10

2.84%
9

2.21%
7

1.8

8.20%
26

10.73%
34

8.20%
26

6.31%
20

8.52%
27

5.36%
17

5.05%
16

5.68%
18

5.36%
17

5.36%
17

6.31%
20

3.47%
11

2.84%
9

6.9

11.99%
38

12.62%
40

15.14%
48

8.20%
26

8.52%
27

5.99%
19

6.31%
20

4.73%
15

4.42%
14

4.10%
13

2.21%
7

3.47%
11

1.89%
6

2.2

3.15%
10

5.68%
18

8.20%
26

16.09%
51

7.89%
25

5.36%
17

7.89%
25

5.05%
16

6.31%
20

6.31%
20

5.99%
19

4.10%
13

4.42%
14

1.8

6.62%
21

15.46%
49

11.36%
36

9.15%
29

14.20%
45

10.41%
33

4.42%
14

4.73%
15

6.94%
22

4.10%
13

1.89%
6

3.79%
12

1.26%
4

1.2

5.68%
18

7.57%
24

7.89%
25

10.09%
32

8.20%
26

15.46%
49

9.46%
30

6.94%
22

4.42%
14

5.05%
16

5.05%
16

2.84%
9

5.68%
18

2.5

0.32%
1

0.63%
2

0.00%
0

3.15%
10

2.21%
7

4.10%
13

9.46%
30

5.68%
18

7.26%
23

5.36%
17

7.57%
24

7.89%
25

8.20%
26

8.2

1.26%
4

2.21%
7

3.47%
11

5.68%
18

5.68%
18

10.09%
32

7.26%
23

17.03%
54

8.83%
28

11.04%
35

8.83%
28

4.73%
15

5.68%
18

3.7

2.84%
9

4.73%
15

5.68%
18

5.05%
16

6.31%
20

6.62%
21

6.94%
22

7.89%
25

12.30%
39

9.46%
30

7.89%
25

8.83%
28

3.79%
12

4.7

2.52%
8

5.99%
19

7.26%
23

5.99%
19

5.05%
16

7.57%
24

6.94%
22

5.99%
19

7.57%
24

11.04%
35

12.62%
40

6.94%
22

3.79%
12

3.1

1.26%
4

0.63%
2

3.15%
10

4.10%
13

2.84%
9

6.62%
21

5.68%
18

7.57%
24

6.62%
21

7.89%
25

13.56%
43

9.15%
29

10.41%
33

7.5

5.68%
18

4.73%
15

4.42%
14

5.99%
19

7.57%
24

6.94%
22

6.62%
21

5.68%
18

6.94%
22

6.94%
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4.42%
14

15.14%
48

5.99%
19

5.0

0.95%
3

3.47%
11

3.15%
10

1.89%
6

5.36%
17

3.15%
10

7.57%
24

5.36%
17

3.79%
12

4.73%
15

5.68%
18

6.62%
21

17.03%
54

12.9

11.04%
35

11.67%
37

8.52%
27

7.57%
24

6.31%
20

2.84%
9

6.94%
22

5.36%
17

3.47%
11

2.52%
8

3.47%
11

3.47%
11

5.99%
19

11.0

1.26%
4

0.63%
2

1.26%
4

0.63%
2

0.63%
2

0.63%
2

1.58%
5

3.15%
10

4.42%
14

4.10%
13

3.47%
11

5.05%
16

4.42%
14

11.9

0.32%
1

0.32%
1

0.00%
0

1.26%
4

1.26%
4

1.89%
6

0.95%
3

0.63%
2
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7
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6

2.52%
8
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3
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6
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3.15%
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transportation

Economic
development

Land use

Natural
resources

Hazardous
areas

Public
services,
facilities and
utilities

Transportation

Recreation

Special areas
or sites
(historical,
archeological,
ecological,
etc.)

Housing

Community
design

Agriculture

Implementation

National
interest
electronic
transmission
corridors

Public airport
facilities



App E - RAW COmmUNITY SURVEY DATA |229

Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan Update - Community Survey

17 / 22

Q16 How would you describe the term “private property rights” to
someone moving to Twin Falls County from outside the area?

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan Update - Community Survey
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Q17 Zoning regulations are one of the primary tools that can be used to
implement a comprehensive plan. The County’s zoning will be updated

following this planning process, to reflect to the vision and goals
expressed by the community. Please rank the following roles based on
how you feel zoning is best accomplished in Twin Falls County, with 1

being the most important role of zoning and 5 being the least important
role.

Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

48.26%
153

17.03%
54

16.72%
53

8.83%
28

8.52%
27

0.63%
2

 
317

 
3.88

8.52%
27

15.46%
49

17.67%
56

29.34%
93

27.76%
88

1.26%
4

 
317

 
2.47

28.71%
91

29.97%
95

23.66%
75

10.09%
32

7.57%
24

0.00%
0

 
317

 
3.62

8.20%
26

29.65%
94

25.55%
81

22.40%
71

13.25%
42

0.95%
3

 
317

 
2.97

6.31%
20

7.89%
25

15.77%
50

28.08%
89

40.06%
127

1.89%
6

 
317

 
2.11

Zoning should
protect the...

Zoning should
enable peopl...

Zoning should
protect the...

Zoning should
protect curr...

Zoning should
reflect...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 1 2 3 4 5 N/A TOTAL SCORE

Zoning should protect the property rights of
landowners.

Zoning should enable people to build housing
and businesses to serve the needs of the
community.

Zoning should protect the land and water from
damage or pollution.

Zoning should protect current and future
residents from environmental hazards, both
natural and man-made.

Zoning should reflect community character as a
way to influence development and change.
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Q18 What do you value most about living in Twin Falls County?  Please
rank in order of priority with 1 being the most important to you and 11

being the least.
Answered: 317 Skipped: 0

42.27%
134

15.77%
50

9.46%
30

8.52%
27

5.99%
19

2.84%
9

4.10%
13

3.15%
10
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3.47%
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2

0.95%
3
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Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan Update - Community Survey

20 / 22

Q19 If you selected "Other" in Question 18 above, please describe your
value.

Answered: 109 Skipped: 208

Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan Update - Community Survey

21 / 22

Q20 Is there anything else you would like us to know about living and
working in Twin Falls County?

Answered: 176 Skipped: 141

Twin Falls County Comprehensive Plan Update - Community Survey

22 / 22

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

98.08% 102

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

91.35% 95

83.65% 87

Q21 If you would like to be added to our contact list for future notification
on events related to the comprehensive plan and zoning code rewrite,

please provide your contact information below:
Answered: 104 Skipped: 213

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Name

Company

Address

Address 2

City/Town

State/Province

ZIP/Postal Code

Country

Email Address

Phone Number
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Q1 WHERE IS YOUR PRIMARY RESIDENCE IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY?

Of the 317 complete survey responses received: 
• 124 responses came from residents of the City of Twin Falls (39% of total responses)

• 42 responses came from residents living in the unincorporated areas of Twin Falls County 
(13% of total responses)

• 34 responses came from residents of Kimberly (11% of total responses)

• 34 responses came from residents of Filer (11% of total responses)

• 29 responses came from residents of Buhl (9% of total responses)

• 18 responses came from residents of Murtaugh (6% of total responses)

• 13 responses came from individuals living outside the County (4% of total responses)

• 10 responses came from individuals who identified their residence as not otherwise 
described in this list (3% of total responses)

• 8 responses came from residents of Hansen (2.5% of total responses)

• 5 responses came from residents of Hollister (1.5% of total responses)

Key Take-aways:
 � The total response rate based on current population (2018 ACS estimates of 86,878) 

is under ½%; this is not a statistically valid survey response but where there is 
agreement and overlap on certain questions, the insight provided by those who 
responded may be extrapolated to represent more generally the feelings of a broader 
population base

 � Although the number of responses from City residents may seem disproportionate, 
residents of Twin Falls make up approximately 57% of the County’s total population 
(based on 2018 ACS estimates), so this response rate is pretty consistent with the 
population distribution in the county

 � It is good that the second-highest response rate came from individuals living in the 
unincorporated county

*Note: since 93% of “Other” responses were from individuals living in the City of Twin Falls, the 
remaining questions will refer to this category as generally representative of the City.

COMMUNITY SURVEY SUMMARY

APPENDIX F
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Q2 HOW OLD ARE YOU?

• Generally speaking, the majority of survey respondents were between the age of 35 and 
44 (25.24%), with respondents between the age of 55 and 64 a close second (24.61%).  
Looking a little closer at geography:

• The majority of respondents from the City of Twin Falls and Kimberly were between 
the ages of 35 and 44 years old

• The majority of respondents from Buhl, Filer and the unincorporated county were 
between the ages of 55 and 64 years old

• The majority of respondents from Murtaugh and those residing out of state were 
between 35 and 44 years old

• The majority of respondents from Hollister and Hansen were between 45 and 55 years 
old

Key Take-aways
 � The range in ages of survey respondents was pretty close; no one age group edged 

out another

 � The range in ages generally reflects the range in population numbers by age group 
in the county

 � 56% of responses were from individuals between 19 and 55 years old who make up 
the majority of the County’s active workforce

 � 18.6% of responses were from individuals between 65 and 84 years old who are 
more likely to be on fixed incomes
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Q3 WHAT WOULD YOU DESCRIBE AS TWIN FALLS COUNTY’S 
GREATEST ASSETS?

• Overall, the top three assets described by survey respondents were:

• The rural character of the county

• The abundance and access to open space and public lands 

• The agricultural economy

• Differences by geography include:

• Residents of Kimberly and the unincorporated county prioritized the agricultural 
economy over all other options

• Residents of the City of Twin Falls prioritized abundance and access to open space and 
public lands above all others

• Recreation opportunities were a very close fourth overall and landed in the top four in 
nearly every geography

• Clean air and water was also in the top tier of responses

• Responses to “other assets” included:

• The people

• Quality of life and opportunities for children

• Friendly, small-town atmosphere

• The canyon rim

• Irrigated farmland

Key Take-aways:
 � There is consensus among respondents that rural character, access to open space and 

public lands, and the agricultural economy are assets that should be protected and 
enhanced

 � Recreational opportunities and a clean and healthful environment are also assets to 
the county
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Q4 WHAT WOULD YOU DESCRIBE AS TWIN FALLS COUNTY’S 
GREATEST WEAKNESSES?

• Overall, the top three weaknesses described by survey respondents were:

• Lack of multi-modal infrastructure such as sidewalks, bike lanes or transit options 
throughout the county

• Road congestion and lack of connectivity

• Attracting or retaining a qualified workforce

• Differences by geography include:

• Respondents from Buhl identified limited housing availability and affordability as two 
of the top three weaknesses, tied with lack of multi-modal infrastructure (all at roughly 
38%)

• Respondents from Hollister and Murtaugh also identified limited housing availability as 
a top three weakness

• Respondents from Murtaugh, Hansen, Filer and the unincorporated county identified 
limited services in rural areas as a top three weakness

• Road congestion was the top weakness identified by respondents from Hollister, Filer, 
Kimberly and individuals living outside Twin Falls County

• All geographies reporting identified the lack of multi-modal infrastructure in the county as 
one of the top three weaknesses

Key Take-aways:
 � Multi-modal infrastructure and improving connectivity appears to be a top priority for 

many in the county

 � Attracting and retaining a qualified workforce is recognized as a weakness and 
directly relates to the county’s continued economic vitality

 � Housing availability in the rural incorporated communities appears to be an issue
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Q5 WHAT MEASURES DO YOU FEEL ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO 
ENSURE CONTINUED PROSPERITY FOR AGRICULTURE ACTIVITIES 
AND THE ECONOMY MOVING FORWARD?

• A majority of survey respondents felt the best way to protect and enhance the agricultural 
economy was by restricting development on prime agricultural soils while offsetting 
impacts through incentives such as density bonus or transfer of development rights

• Allowing passive, complimentary uses on agricultural lands as a means of expanding and 
diversifying income sources for agricultural landowners was the second most popular 
option among all survey respondents

• Succession planning and expanding internships and training programs were nearly tied as 
the third most popular response

• Differences by geography include:

• Respondents from Hollister listed cluster development provisions as the top option for 
protecting and enhancing the agricultural economy

• Respondents from Hansen identified expanded processing capabilities as one of their 
top three options for protecting and enhancing the agricultural economy

• Respondents from Hansen, Murtaugh, and individuals living outside Twin Falls County 
all identified agritourism activities as one of their top three options for protecting and 
enhancing the agricultural economy

Key Take-aways:
 � More education on cluster development and what this could mean in terms of 

preserving agricultural resources is likely needed

 � Agritourism seems to be more important to those living outside of the county (and 
possibly visiting for these reasons?) and less valued by county residents themselves, 
or seen as a viable economic opportunity
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Q6 WHAT ARE THE HOUSING-RELATED ISSUES AFFECTING TWIN 
FALLS COUNTY?

• Affordability of rental units was identified as the top housing-related issues according to all 
survey respondents, with the affordability of units to own coming in a close second.

• Quantity and quality of rental units in the county were a close 3rd and 4th in terms of the 
housing-related issued affecting the county.

• •Differences by geography include:

• Respondents in the unincorporated county listed seeing no problem with current 
housing options or affordability as one of their top three choices

• Buhl, Murtaugh and Hollister respondents identified a lack of housing in rural, 
unincorporated areas as one of the top three issues

• Hollister respondents were the only group to identify a lack of housing in the 
incorporated area (presumably Hollister) as one of the top three issues

• All geographies reporting identified affordability of rental units as  one of the top three 
issues related to housing in the county

Key Take-aways:
• Exploring the right mix of housing types (multi-family options ranging from two-family 

duplex to apartment buildings) and identifying appropriate locations where this scale 
of development makes sense will be an important focus of the future land use mapping 
process to support plan goals and expand affordable options

Q7 OF THE HOUSING ISSUES SELECTED ABOVE, WHICH IS YOUR 
GREATEST CONCERN?

Open ended responses to this question hit upon the following issues:
• Affordability (by and large the overwhelming majority of responses)

• Subdivisions impacting rural character, putting pressure on infrastructure and county’s 
ability to serve development

• Quantity of properties available to rent

• Energy efficiency in construction

• Focusing growth toward urban areas

• Housing (that is affordable) for low income, under-served, homeless and aging populations

• Out of state wages and house flipping (two unique circumstances) influencing cost

• Property taxes

• The impact of development on the aquifer (and environment as a whole)

• Jobs that pay a living wage
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Q8 WHAT TYPES OF HOUSING UNITS DO YOU FEEL ARE IN SHORT 
SUPPLY IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY?

• The majority of all respondents (55%) identified single family homes $250,000 and under as 
the type of housing most in need right now in Twin Falls County

• Single family housing in any price range, followed by apartment buildings with five or more 
units rounded out the top three responses to this question

• Differences by geography include:

• About 25% of the respondents in Buhl felt there is no shortage of housing

• Respondents from Hansen and Murtaugh identified two-family duplex units as one of 
their top three prioritized housing needs

• Respondents from Hansen and individuals living outside of Twin Falls County identified 
three or four-plex units as one of their top three prioritized housing needs

• Respondents from the City of Twin Falls and individuals living outside of Twin Falls 
County identified condominiums and townhomes as one of their top three prioritized 
housing needs

Key Take-aways:
 � There appears to be a need (or at least expressed interest) in increasing housing 

variety in rural areas

 � The plan and code should explore options to encourage a variety of single-family 
housing options that could improve affordability in the county (smaller lots, maximum 
structure square footage, accessory dwellings, clustering, etc)

Q9 DO YOU FEEL THE CURRENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
AND ZONING CODE AFFORD ADEQUATE RECOGNITION AND 
PROTECTION OF THE COUNTY’S HISTORIC AND CULTURAL 
RESOURCES?

• 69% of all respondents feel that the existing comprehensive plan offers adequate 
recognition and protection of the county’s historic and cultural resources

• Respondents from Filer were the only group where the majority felt that the current plan 
does not provide adequate recognition or protection of these resources (approximately 
53% of respondents voted “no”)

• “Other” responses shed light on this topic by reflecting the following sentiments:
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• We haven’t done a good job of defining what historic and cultural resources are; we 
don’t do a good job of celebrating what has made our community special

• Areas along the canyon rim, canal coulees and waterways need to be protected

• [Recognition and protection of these resources] is not really missing [in the current 
plan], just needs more emphasis

• Funding for signage and surveying of historical areas should be prioritized, as well as 
funding for historic publications and the museum

• Many general comments regarding the protection of prime farmland and family farms, 
with the potential to translate this into protection of heritage landscapes (depending 
on how the county wishes to define)

• More focus on the preservation of historic barns and traditional structures should be 
considered

• The preservation and/or adaptive reuse of historic homes could be an opportunity to 
improve housing quality and quantity

• Remodeling of structures in the downtown area is appreciated (respondent is from 
Buhl, not sure if this comment refers to downtown Buhl or Twin Falls?)

• A question to ask would be not only are the historic and cultural resources well 
represented but who makes the final decisions on recognition, preservation or 
demolition?  Perhaps the process should be evaluated.

• Rock Creek (as an area) should be protected

• The parts of the Oregon Trail that are visible and accessible should be protected

Key Take-aways:
 � There may be an opportunity – and need – to think about historic and cultural 

resources not so much in line with the goals and requirements of the National 
Registry, but in terms of what resources are valued most by residents (i.e. landscapes, 
cultural sites important to Twin Falls County, historic agricultural operations, etc.) and 
develop a program of recognition that supports these and operates outside a state or 
federal structure
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Q10 COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE. THE BIGGEST ISSUE I 
HAVE WITH ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY IS…

• The top two responses to this question overall were:

• The lack of ongoing or consistent road maintenance

• There are not enough safe travel routes or options for bikes and pedestrians

• Top responses by geographic location were as follows:

• “The lack of ongoing or consistent road maintenance” was the number one response 
from residents in Buhl, Filer, Kimberly, Hansen, Murtaugh, Hollister, and those 
individuals living outside of Twin Falls County

• “There are not enough safe travel routes or options for bikes and pedestrians” was the 
number one response from residents in the City of Twin Falls and those living in the 
unincorporated areas of Twin Falls County

• “Other” responses shed light on this topic by reflecting the following sentiments:

• A master plan in cooperation with the municipalities needs to be put in place, to look 
at future connections and the possibility of adding a third bridge

• The highway district could use additional funds to widen shoulders and improve 
intersections.  The right of way width may be too small for some of the terrain

• Roads feel incomplete, and many of the existing traffic controls fail to keep traffic 
moving efficiently

• Excessive grit/rock size is used for road chip seal maintenance; this contributes 
to vehicle damage (windshields, paint chips) and also adds significantly to rolling 
resistance (lowers fuel economy) and tire wear

• Potentially consider a moratorium on building until infrastructure is addressed

• There needs to be emphasis on roads such as Pole Line and the Cross-County Road 
(3700 North) as examples. They are seeing increased car traffic and increased truck 
traffic, each of which exceeds the current design and weight capabilities.  Blue Lakes 
Boulevard is also a concern

• There is a general lack of concern for pedestrians and cyclists on rural roads

Key Take-aways:
 � Responses to this question align well with what was heard in the community 

conversations earlier this winter

 � Need to think about the best and most appropriate way to address safe route options 
for bikes and pedestrians in light of operations and maintenance limitations the 
highway districts face 
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Q11 WHAT TYPES OF MULTI-MODAL CONNECTIVITY DO YOU 
THINK ARE MOST APPROPRIATE FOR THE COUNTY TO EXPLORE, 
TO PROMOTE GREATER CONNECTIVITY AND SAFER TRAVEL 
OPTIONS?

• Public transit was the most-selected choice by survey respondents as the type of multi-
modal connection appropriate for the county, followed closely by separated bike paths 
and sidewalks within and between developments.

• Differences by geography include:

• Respondents from Filer, Kimberly, Hansen and individuals living outside Twin Falls 
County all identified regional greenways as a choice for multi-modal connectivity

• Respondents from Filer identified bike lanes on existing roadways as a choice for multi-
modal connectivity

• “Other” responses offered the following ideas for additional multi-modal connectivity in the 
county:

• Like the idea of developing bike paths using the natural landscape; this would likely 
require a much larger countywide master planning effort

• Widened roads with shoulders for cyclists and pedestrians needed; potential exists to 
develop the burrow pits for bike/ped infrastructure

• Need better connections from Twin Falls to outlying areas

• Need more (and safer) cycling routes with good signage

• Public transit with park and ride would help move traffic without so much traffic hitting 
the core areas

• I love walking with my small children but the sidewalks by busy streets are a definite 
concern

• Need a plan for this type of infrastructure from now into the future; no one element 
particularly pressing right now

• The county needs to look at light rail transportation in town, between towns, and to the 
airport

• Multi-use trails, including horse trails, should be explored

Key Take-aways:
 � Transit options are appealing to many residents regardless of geography 

 � Additional planning for bike/ped infrastructure may be needed (as part of or 
independent from the highway district plans, but in collaboration with the districts)
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Q12 SHOULD DEVELOPMENT BE LIMITED OR RESTRICTED IN SOME 
PORTIONS OF TWIN FALLS COUNTY?

• The majority of respondents indicated that development should be limited in areas that will 
have a negative impact on agricultural operations (such as prime agricultural soils)

• The second choice selected most often by survey respondents was limiting development 
in areas subject to natural hazards such as high groundwater, steep slopes, wildfire and 
flooding, followed by limiting development in areas where there would be impact on 
viewsheds and scenic resources (such as canyon rims)

• Only 10% of the 317 respondents indicated that development should not be limited at all, 
allowed anywhere in the county that was privately owned

• Differences by geography include:

• The majority of respondents in all geographies except Murtaugh selected limiting 
development in areas that will have a negative impact on agricultural activities 

• The majority of respondents in Murtaugh and the City of Twin Falls selected limiting 
development in areas subject to natural hazards

• Murtaugh also had the highest percentage (nearly 28%) of respondents who indicated 
development should be allowed anywhere that was privately owned, followed by Buhl 
with a 27% of respondents selecting this option

• “Other” responses shed light on this topic by reflecting the following sentiments:

• Development is a general term and can mean just about anything. I think taking 
advantage of the natural topography can be done in a way that enhances our 
community experience.

• Development should be restricted in the least populated and most remote areas; it 
should happen closest to town and not happen on productive lands

• Development should be allowed on properties that aren’t viable for agricultural use, 
small or large

Key Take-aways:
 � Majority consensus is that some restrictions on where and how land is developed are 

necessary
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Q13 MORE VISITORS ARE COMING TO TWIN FALLS COUNTY 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE AREA’S OUTDOOR RECREATION 
OPPORTUNITIES. WHAT STEPS SHOULD THE COUNTY CONSIDER IN 
ORDER TO SUPPORT OR ENCOURAGE VISITATION?

• The majority of all survey respondents selected the development and expansion of 
greenways and trail access throughout the county

• 11% of all respondents indicated they did not want to see visitation encourage

• Differences by geography include:

• Improvements to wayfinding signage to access recreation sites, trailheads and other 
amenities was selected by a majority of respondents from the unincorporated county, 
Hansen, Murtaugh and the City of Twin Falls

• Restrooms and public facilities were called out by respondents from Filer, Hansen, 
Murtaugh and the City of Twin Falls

• 100% of the respondents from Hansen selected the development and expansion of 
greenways and trail access as a way to support or encourage visitation

• 31% of respondents from Buhl indicated they do not want to see visitation encourage; 
this was the highest percentage of respondents selecting this answer, followed by 
those responding from Kimberly (23.5%) 

• “Other” responses shed light on this topic by reflecting the following sentiments:

• Expand the airport to include more than one airline and expanded service/routes

• Develop a recreation center (respondent from Filer)

• Clean up and restore Rock Creek from the sugar factory to Snake River

• Development of a trail system that can accommodate horseback riders. These can be 
in a limited park setting, or a point-to-point trail system between towns

• Motocross and ATV trails and race-track development

• Advertise more on the freeway for travelers to come see our sites

• Promotion leads to expansion, which can be good and bad

• This community is in desperate need of a facility that can support competitive set 
swimming, basketball, and volleyball (Kimberly respondent)

• Provide a safe public outdoor shooting range area for rifles and pistols on BLM land

• Coordinate with BLM and Forest Service to expand opportunities for use, such as 
campgrounds, trails, etc.; these areas are becoming overcrowded due to lack of 
accommodation for camping

• Centennial Park should be expanded for more than just kayaks
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• We are “loving” some of our areas to death. The South Hills is overrun with ATVs and 
off-road motorized users. We need fewer people and fewer ATVs on the landscape to 
protect wildlife values and habitat

• Finding a “legal” place to camp new Twin is difficult; this is a complaint heard voiced 
by visiting climbers 

Key Take-aways:
 � Survey responses indicate support for expanding recreational opportunities that will 

be of benefit to both visitors and residents alike; in other words balancing tourism 
with county resident’s quality of life

Q14 WHAT TYPE OF NEIGHBORHOOD-SCALE SERVICES WOULD 
MOST BENEFIT RURAL RESIDENTS IN THE COUNTY THAT DO NOT 
EXIST TODAY, OR THERE ARE NOT CURRENTLY ENOUGH OF?

• The top neighborhood-scale service identified by a majority of the total respondents 
was the need for community facilities such as recreation centers or community wellness 
centers, ball fields, and gathering space for group activities.

• Localized services to assist senior citizens and improved internet access were tied for 
second in terms of a neighborhood-scale service in most need

• Differences by geography include:

• All reporting geographies selected community facilities as one of the top two choices

• The majority of respondents in Hollister and individuals living outside of Twin Falls 
County selected localized services to assist senior citizens as being of most benefit to 
rural residents

• Individuals living outside of Twin Falls County identified neighborhood commercial 
services such as restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations and limited retail as one of 
their top two selections

• “Other” responses shed light on this topic by reflecting the following sentiments:

• Respondents from unincorporated areas:

• People live in rural areas because they do not want these services. If they need or want 
them they travel to the towns. These services just attract more people to rural areas & 
add taxes. The people live in the country with area around them to have space

• Natural gas

• Rural areas have always gone to large towns for the services. This kind of service does 
not need to be in rural areas

• Kids entertainment facilities

• More access to parks
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• Respondents from Buhl

• In the past 7 years, as far as I can see, you’ve pretty much built as many of the services 
listed above. I am a rural resident and I don’t require more services. What you don’t 
realize is that rural residents don’t rely on the county to do these things, we do them 
ourselves. I do not think you need to build or offer anything else.

• This is a question that I feel is totally unnecessary for the county to worry about. How 
about trying to save taxpayers some money?

• Parks and maintenance, splash pads are wonderful! I’d love to see one in Buhl!

• Respondents from Filer

• Twin Falls does a nice job with its park system; however, our smaller towns should 
prioritize new walking trails and parks

• Event center for concerts and other events

• Well we don’t need another bank, car lot, or convenience store, but transportation 
development would be forward thinking

• Respondents from Kimberly

• A true aquatic complex

• Take care of what you already have; recreation growth should be provided by the 
business community

• Definitely a need for more grocery stores in specific locations to be within walking 
distance of neighborhoods

• Respondents from Hansen

• Indoor recreation

• Respondents from Murtaugh

• I moved to a rural area specifically to be away from neighborhood-scale services

• Respondents from outside of Twin Falls County

• Indoor shooting range

• Medical transportation services for the handicapped and seniors

Key Take-aways:
 � There seems to be at least some confusion (based on “other responses”) regarding 

the County’s role in providing these services

 � Survey responses really focus on indoor and outdoor recreation, which may indicate 
the real need but may also be a result of how this question was interpreted by those 
responding 
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Q15 TITLE 67, CHAPTER 65 OF THE IDAHO STATE STATUTES 
REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS BE ADDRESSED IN THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. PLEASE RANK IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE 
TO YOU, WITH 1 BEING MOST IMPORTANT AND 17 BEING LEAST 
IMPORTANT:

• The majority of all respondents identified property rights as the most important statutory 
component of the comprehensive plan and national interest electronic transmission 
corridors as the least important

• School facilities and transportation as well as land use came in a close second and third 
when ranked by all respondents

Key Take-aways:
 � This may have not been the most effective question given how closely all of the 

ranking came back; there really is no stand-out priority, as property rights only edged 
out the other selections by a few percentage points.

Q16 HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE TERM “PRIVATE PROPERTY 
RIGHTS” TO SOMEONE MOVING TO TWIN FALLS COUNTY FROM 
OUTSIDE THE AREA?

Respondents from the unincorporated county:
• Inherent 

• That a property owner has the right to use, rent or sell their property as long as it meets the 
current use regulations

• It is your property, but the use of it should not infringe upon the property or people that 
surround it! Should you decide to chant the use of the land.

• Being considerate to people living around you by not infringing on their rights or property

• Someone else doesn’t tell me if I should mow my lawn, or have a fire, or build something, 
or have an animal

• The problem is that “absolute” property rights has the downside of infringing on the 
rights of the community to find amenable solutions where mutual interests are involved. 
For example, you may want to put a hog farm next to my house and claim you can do so 
because you have the absolute right to do so...may be so, but is that the correct way to 
think...we are all in this together.

• Don’t tread on me...this is my kingdom and I can do whatever I want, regardless of how it 
impacts the rest of you. If you don’t like it, give up your rights and move. However, I want 
to control what you do on your property.

• The person that owns the property has the right to determine access to and development 
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of the property

• Using their private property as they see 
fit. 

• The county uses a light hand in telling 
you how to use your own land. 

• The right to develop your own property 
to the detriment of your neighbors use 
and enjoyment of their property. The 
tragedy of the commons. For example, 
the City of Twin Falls disaster relative 
to the commercial development on N. 
Blue Lakes and the Snake River Canyon.

• Simply means no HOA on private 
property! 

• The County allows what is zoned. They 
don’t have enough separation between 
zones. Need more zone and not so 
many allowable uses per zone.

• The rights of a property owner to 
live on and take care of their land 
as they desire, as long as they are in 
compliance with zoning and abide by 
the law.

• If you own your land you can do with it 
as you like. 

• It is private property which does not give 
others a right to access or utilize said 
property. 

• The County respects private property 
and keeps regulation to only what is 
necessary. 

• Each individual has the right to purchase, 
occupy, and appropriately use her/
his property. Others are required 
to ask permission to access or use 
private property (except appropriate 
government entities in carrying out their 
duties).

• Go back to California.

• Ability to use your land as desired 

• The right use your property anyway you 
want as long as it doesn’t infringe on 
the neighbor’s property 

• It’s private

• As a private property owner in the 
county I can do whatever I want 
whenever I want as long as it’s on my 
property

• The ability to determine the outcome on 
one’s own property, so long as it does 
not infringe on any other’s right to use 
their property as they see fit

• Your right to own property 

• Responsible and considerate private 
ownership and development 

• Private land restricted use 

• As a way of protecting one’s personal 
property 

• You have to stay off other people’s 
property

• Trend still leans towards the private 
property owner

• Property owners have the right to decide 
who will or will not be allowed on their 
property, and what use they will put 
their property to, from the soil to the 
sky.

• Regulations on size of structures 
for buildings on private property is 
somewhat restrictive based on acreage

• Just like other places, the government 
feels that it has the right to tell you what 
you can and can’t do with your private 
land

• Free use of your property as long as it 
doesn’t affect neighbors free use and 
values 

Respondents from Buhl:
• Belonging to someone. The owner has 

the rights to that property and the 
public cannot access without consent 
from the owner. The owner has the right 
to buy or sell it, make a profit on it.

• From my understanding it is the right to 
benefits economically from the ground 
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• Rights of an owner to share with the 
public 

• It’s the 5th Amendment right

• My private property rights are protected 
by 5th amendment 

• It’s complicated 

• What you do on your land in no 
one’s business, unless it affects your 
neighbors within reason

• Agricultural land should not be 
inhibited...if there are smells or 
dust. That is why growth should be 
contained.

• Over protected

• Balancing the rights/needs of landowner 
with community- how it effects 
roadways/use/easements/etc.

• What you are able to control on your 
own personal property 

• Private property owners have the right 
to use their private property the way 
they choose to use it. Property owners 
can purchase, delegate, rent or sell their 
private property

• That an owner of a property should have 
all rights to that property

• It used to be that Private Property rights 
were something one received when 
land was purchased. This is becoming 
more of an issue with elected officials 
stepping in and changing what that 
right is and what it means

• A person has the right to what happens 
and what they do on their property

Respondents from Filer:
• Confusing

• Depends on where they are from

• One’s ability to protect their land/home 

• Area that is owned by an individual 

• All property owners have rights, not just 
the new guys

you own. That could be ag, mining, 
gravel, timber. Making money from the 
resources from your ground

• Private, no public access 

• My right to do with my property within 
zoning and other laws, and protection 
from others who want to ignore zoning 
and other laws to the detriment of my 
property or living conditions.

• Property rights are bound by the 
development of the area and 
restrictions placed on developed land. 
You should always check to see if they 
meet your lifestyle.

• The land you own is yours to use within 
its usage zone. 

• I can do whatever I want with my 
property and nobody including the gov 
can tell me otherwise

• You buy you take care of it

• You have the right to acquire, use, and 
dispose of your own property. No one 
can take your property unless they pay 
for it.

• Private property rights are rights a 
landowner has over their property 
whether it is fenced or not. These 
rights place their land solely under their 
control providing them control over who 
goes on to their land or uses their land. 
Any use of their land without permission 
can only be done on public access 
roads that cross their land. Additionally, 
water shares are owned by the 
landowner and are tangible. If you don’t 
have enough water because the greedy 
developer built too many houses where 
you live, the farmer next door is not 
required to share his water. He owns it 
outright. As a result, your grass will be 
brown and you will run out of water.

• Have the security and control over your 
own property as long as it does not 
affect the value or quality of life for your 
neighbor
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• To be able to do what you would like/
enjoy on your property (without harming 
the environment or becoming a junk 
yard or something that doesn’t ‘fit’ or 
would intrude on the neighbors

• I believe that private property rights are 
sufficient at this time

• I’m a believer in Will Rogers statement 
“your freedom to swing your fist ends 
where my nose begins”.  In other 
words, a person does have a right to 
do certain things on their own property, 
but consideration needs to be given to 
others as well

• Able to do & maintain your property 
however you want, as long as it’s not 
illegal or hazardous to the land or 
anyone else

• Private property rights indicate 
ownership of a designated area and 
attached buildings. Ag land includes the 
right to farm which will include some 
noise, dust and operations outside of 
the 8 to 5 workday. Commercial land 
includes traffic flow, noise and high 
levels of lighting. Within “rights” also 
fits a yet to be defined responsibility 
to be a good neighbor which includes 
everything from excessive odors, noise, 
dogs and my pet-peeve, an area that 
becomes a junk pile.

• As my right to own property and to care 
for it as I see fit as long as it is within 
county regulations 

• These are the rights inherent in 
ownership of property: personal, real, 
intellectual

• This person owns the property and has 
exclusive rights to do what they want 
to do on their property. Including not 
allowing others on their property

• Protected but losing protection 

• PPR will always need to be governed for 
the protections of future generations or 
owners regardless of what one thinks or 

where we are at.

• We are losing our private property right 
rapidly 

• Rights protecting our dream of owning a 
home 

• Keeping too many rules off of a 
privately-owned parcel

• Limited

• The right to own and use property one 
owns, as one sees fit, within very limited 
public restrictions 

• That unless permission has been granted 
by the landowner, there should be no 
trespassing on or interference with 
another person’s property.

• Average

• Means not trespassing on that property. 
(can’t ride motorcycles, go hunting, etc. 
without owner’s permission)

• Your land is your own- no CC&R’s

• We value private property rights here. 
The threat of imminent domain is not 
high here

• They can be significantly different based 
on which community you live. 

• Ownership of property or resources 

• The right to determine what private 
property can be used for within zoning 
restrictions

Respondents from Kimberly
• Too restrictive 

• Important but getting less important by 
the minute 

• You should never use someone’s private 
property without their permission. They 
have the right to keep you off and 
you should never assume that you can 
abuse that, no matter what the norm 
was where you used to live.

• The person that owns the property has 
the right to do want ever they want to 
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long as the impact to all surrounding 
property owners is determined as 
remaining consistent with the current 
uses. For example, DO NOT build 
houses in an established ag-use area.

• Private property rights are the rights to 
do on your own property that which you 
would like to do without governmental 
interference unless what you are doing 
actually harms some one

• All good less county commissioner’s 
let their good sense get swayed by 
developers 

• Private meaning non-public and is 
owned by private individual/entity. 
Private property cannot be taken for 
public use without just compensations

• It used to be that you could say people 
leave the private land alone but now 
government just comes in and takes 
what it wants without much interest in 
what private land means.

• Rights of the property owner for them to 
use the property as they see fit

• Your rights shouldn’t negatively affect 
everyone else, but you should have 
the right to do as you please on your 
property

• Stay off of what you don’t own 

• The rights to use land as the landowner 
chooses 

• FDS

Respondents from Hansen
• Ask to trespass 

• The owner is in control of their land and 
they have the rights to restrict access to 
and across that property

• Ability to use your property as you see fit

• Rights to someone who owns property 
to have a say on its usage and sale 

• Private property rights pertain to the 
rights of the owner of said private 

as long as it fits to code and law 

• Don’t go on other people’s property or 
else 

• Minimal govt regulation on land use, as 
long as it meets present criteria. More 
regulation is not what is needed

• You as a property owner have the ability 
to do virtually anything of your choice 
as long as it is legal on your property as 
long as you are not infringing on others

• Right to do on your own land what is 
legal and that does not impact others 
near you in a negative way

• An individual’s right to do what they 
want with their private property as long 
as it is legal

• They are ok… but trying to keep people 
off is a joke law enforcement won’t do 
anything 

• The right to not have my taxes increased 
due to businesses and developers 
bringing in more people

• It’s your land and you can do what you 
want, unless you’re in a subdivision

• You own the right as to who can or 
cannot access your property without 
written permission. Tickets for trespass 
need to be written

• Personal ability to control values of 
ground owned 

• The property is yours; other people do 
not have the right to access 

• Ability to have some say in what goes on 
around you that impacts your property

• Private property rights are secured until 
tax somebody smells tax revenue 

• Having control and use of property you 
own with the understanding where 
things are headed. Make good choices 
now to prevent future problems.

• Private

• The right to use owned ground, as 
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property. They are allowed to post their 
own rules pertaining to their property, 
such as no trespassing, shot on site, etc.

• If you own the property you have the 
right to say who or what is allowed on 
your property within the law 

• Your legal rights regarding how you can 
use your property 

• A person’s rights for a piece of property 
they own and what can be done with 
that property

Respondents from Murtaugh
• Owner has the right to use the property, 

not use it, rent it, or sell it

• It’s complicated because you have to 
balance the rights of the property owner 
to use their property as they see fit with 
the greater needs of the community and 
the neighboring property owners

• You can use your properties as you 
would like as long as it doesn’t 
adversely affect your neighbors and is 
in compliance with zoning requirements 
that are not overly restrictive and should 
be subject to public review

• Diminishing 

• Private property rights are highly 
restricted. Any changes made to private 
land take months or years to gain 
approval, if you can gain approval at all

• There are so many rules of how you can 
use your land, it is far better to live in 
Cassia County. You can split your land 
when you want or at least easier then 
Twin Falls c County and you can build 
a bigger shed without a permit then is 
allowed in Twin Falls county also. I have 
heard this statement from many many 
people

• Practically non-existent 

• You can own property, but you still need 
permission to do what you want with 
that property

• If it says private property don’t go onto 
the land 

• People in town should not be able to 
dictate to people in the country how 
they can use their lands unless it is a 
danger to others or the water ways. I 
don’t like a person living in town on 
good farmland telling me I can’t build 
on farm ground in the country.

• It means that a person must respect 
private property and not by trespassing 
or destroying private property

• Restrictive. I cannot build additional 
structures on my property nor am I 
allowed water rights for my property 
aside from what I get in my house. Had I 
been better informed, I would not move 
here

• Get to use their property to their need 
use. 

• A person having the right to build or do 
as they please on their own property, 
as long as it will not interfere with the 
value of another property

• We are losing WAY TOO MUCH of our 
private property rights!

• Twin Falls county building inspectors and 
building permit process are idiotic

• The right to do as you wish, within 
reason, with your own property. 

Respondents from Hollister
• Ability to do what you’d like on your 

own ground within the confines of basic 
provisions/guidelines 

• The right and privilege to own 
something and not have others use or 
control it without permission

• I would assume that you have the 
right to do anything you want on your 
property as long as it follows the county 
guidelines, I also think if they change 
you should be grandfathered in until 
you sell the said property
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• Our way of living 

• The right of the property owner to maintain their property with limited restrictions

Outside of Twin Falls County:
• If you own your property you have rights

• Highly valued and protected 

• Less regulated than most other states but more restrictive than surrounding counties

• The ability to use your property as you see fit

• You own it, you make the rules 

• This is my property

• Must think carefully before limiting property rights but public interest must be taken into 
consideration. Don’t infringe lightly.

• I would send them to someone who could explain it better than I could. 

• People here enjoy small government except for their farm subsidies. 

 

Q17 ZONING REGULATIONS ARE ONE OF THE PRIMARY TOOLS 
THAT CAN BE USED TO IMPLEMENT A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
THE COUNTY’S ZONING WILL BE UPDATED FOLLOWING 
THIS PLANNING PROCESS, TO REFLECT TO THE VISION AND 
GOALS EXPRESSED BY THE COMMUNITY. PLEASE RANK THE 
FOLLOWING ROLES BASED ON HOW YOU FEEL ZONING IS BEST 
ACCOMPLISHED IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY, WITH 1 BEING THE 
MOST IMPORTANT ROLE OF ZONING AND 5 BEING THE LEAST 
IMPORTANT ROLE.

• According to all a summary of survey responses the most important role zoning plays is to 
protect the right of property owners, ranking of the remaining options is as follows:

• 2 – Protection of land and water from damage or pollution

• 3 – Protecting current and future residents from environmental hazards, both natural 
and manmade

• 4 – Enabling people to building housing and businesses to serve the needs of the 
community 

• 5 – Reflecting community character as a way to influence development and change 

• City of Twin Falls residents prioritized the protection of land and water over property rights, 
but not by a significant number

• All other geographies reporting ranked private property rights as the most important role 
zoning plays
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Key Take-aways: 
 � The comprehensive plan should reinforce zoning’s role in protecting property rights 

by balancing the rights of all individuals

Q18 WHAT DO YOU VALUE MOST ABOUT LIVING IN TWIN FALLS 
COUNTY? PLEASE RANK IN ORDER OF PRIORITY WITH 1 BEING THE 
MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU AND 11 BEING THE LEAST.

• According to all a summary of survey responses, respondents value the rural small town feel 
the most of any listed value, ranking the remaining values as follows:

• 2 – Clean water and air

• 3 – The agricultural economy

• 4 – Open space and access to public lands

• 5 – Parks, trails and recreational opportunities

• 6 – The people that live here

• 7 - Access to fishing, hunting and other natural resources

• 8 – The College of Southern Idaho and other educational opportunities

• 9 – Affordability

• 10 – Economic opportunity

• 11 – Other value not define (see next question)

• City of Twin Falls residents placed clean water and air over property rights as the #1 value 
(but not by much), and also valued open space and access as well as parks, trails and 
recreational opportunities slightly ahead of the agricultural economy

• All other geographies reporting generally follow the same prioritization of the values 
according to all survey responses

Key Take-aways:
 � Maintaining the rural character and small town feel county-wide should be a guiding 

principle for plan goals and implementation strategies, including the ensuing zoning 
code update
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Q19 IF YOU SELECTED “OTHER” IN QUESTION 18 ABOVE, PLEASE 
DESCRIBE YOUR VALUE.

• Respondents generally coalesced around the following additional values:

• Values should be balanced; one should not overshadow another

• Low population

• Dark skies

• Active representation

• Religious and cultural organizations

• Conservation values

• The County Fair

• Lack of legalized marijuana in any form

• Conservative values

• Not too big, not too little – and keeping it that way

• Snake River Canyon

• Small schools, less crime

Q20 IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE US TO KNOW 
ABOUT LIVING AND WORKING IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY?

Responses to this question vary widely and will be summarized in the appendices of the 
comprehensive plan.
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DRAFT PLAN PUBLIC FEEDBACK SUMMARY

APPENDIX G

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND 
ACTION STRATEGY PRIORITIES

PRIORITY OBJECTIVES (NUMBER OF DOT VOTES IN PARENTHESIS)

• Recreation Center – write in objective/action in Kimberly (5)

• Incentivize the protection and conservation of cultural and historical sites in rural areas. (4)

• Preserve prime agricultural soils by protecting them from development. (4)

• Protect rural landscapes, viewsheds, and vistas that define the character of the Magic 
Valley, and support agriculture activities, wildlife habitat, and quality of life. (3)

• Direct development toward city Areas of Impact and those areas in the County that have 
the infrastructure present to serve increased densities. (3)

• Preserve and protect open space, unique natural areas, riparian zones, wetlands, water and 
woodlands resources, scenic views, areas of natural beauty, and the rural character of Twin 
Falls County. (3)

• Protect the aquifer and ensure continued quality and availability of groundwater by 
focusing large-scale residential development in areas where municipal systems can 
accommodate growth. (2)

• Develop bike and pedestrian design standards for residential and mixed-use zoning 
districts, to facilitate Safe Routes when development is proposed in an area. (2)

• Eliminate regulatory barriers to allow for the expansion of renewable energy infrastructure. 
(1)

• Expand access to public healthcare facilities in rural areas of the County. 

• Ensure the County’s land use regulations protect public health, safety, and welfare and 
provide for due process as required by the state of Idaho. (1)

• Engage the public in policy decisions and planning efforts to further reinforce the 
relationship between the community-wide vision and the rights of private property 
owners. (1)

• Expand access for boating, fishing, and other recreational pursuits along the Snake River 
and within the Snake River Canyon. (1)

• Create cohesiveness in messaging recreational amenities for residents and tourists. (1
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• Facilitate a safe and efficient transportation network to serve current and future County 
residents and visitors. (1)

• Encourage alternative transportation modes by improving bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure in areas of the County zoned for residential, commercial, or mixed-use. (1)

• Support the safety of students and school districts by expanding Safe-Routes-To-School 
infrastructure regionally. (1)

• Expand access to public transportation in the County. (1)

• Expand opportunities for activities that support and build upon the agricultural economy. 
(1)

• Protect the canal system and major drainages that are critical to irrigated agriculture. (1)

• Stimulate economic growth by supporting the formation, retention, expansion, and 
recruitment of businesses. (1)

• Encourage opportunities for teleworking and home businesses that are compatible with 
residential uses. (1)

• Develop incentives to encourage or require well-planned residential developments that 
incorporate various housing types, densities, and uses to meet the needs of County 
residents. (1)

• Require all roads in the County to be built to Highway District or Idaho Transportation 
Department, District IV standards. (1)

• Protect the canal system and major drainages that are critical to irrigated agriculture. (1)

• Protect public health and safety by directing development away from environmental and 
man-made hazards. (1)

• Maintain healthy air quality throughout the County. (1)

• Provide public services and facilities adequate and appropriate for a rural environment. (1)

• Provide adequate waste management practices to prevent incidental water and air 
contamination. (1)

PRIORITY ACTIONS/STRATEGIES

Three or More Dots
• Improve airport accessibility by seeking opportunities to expand transit routes and multi-
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modal infrastructure to serve the facility. 

• Update the County subdivision regulations and zoning code to limit land division and 
development in areas where prime agricultural soils exist and irrigated land is present. 

• Formalize the role of the Twin Falls County Historic Preservation Commission in reviewing 
and offering recommendations on proposed development in the County. 

• Incorporate infrastructure service triggers and requirements into the County zoning.

Two Dots
• Support satellite clinics and emergency facilities through updates to the zoning regulations 

where utilities and public services are available or could be extended. 

• Develop a Capital Improvements Plan and Budget to assist the County in prioritizing 
projects and infrastructure needs to support a growing population. 

• Expand or enhance the canyon rim setbacks and design standards as part of the zoning 
code update. 

• Continue to participate in regional public-private economic development planning efforts 
that further the County’s goals through key partnerships that build on local and regional 
strengths. 

• Update the zoning regulations to allow for an appropriate mix of commercial and industrial 
uses that may be appropriate in rural areas with access to services, to support a wide 
range of business opportunities. 

• Develop and maintain partnerships with irrigation districts and involve them in 
development review processes, as appropriate. 

• Maintain wellhead protection zones. 

• Evaluate and establish baseline response times in the event of an emergency required for 
all development in the County, and use this to evaluate the appropriateness of all future 
development proposed. 

• Adopt site design standards as part of the update to the County zoning code and 
subdivision regulations that reinforce site distance and visibility requirements at 
intersections.  

• Evaluate the Strategic Housing Plan annually and determine whether updates are needed 
as a result of changing social and economic conditions throughout the County.

• Allow accessory dwelling units by right for all detached single-family dwellings. 

• Develop incentives to encourage or require well-planned residential developments that 
incorporate various housing types, densities, and uses to meet the needs of County 
residents.

• Expand existing training opportunities and programs for the construction trades to increase 
workforce capacity.

• Seek partnerships with local trade organizations, schools, and non-profits to facilitate home 
construction for underserved residents in the County. 

• Complete a County-wide parks and recreation plan to strategize expansion needs for future 
parks, trails, and recreation. 
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One Dot
• Continue to participate in regional efforts to manage and improve the Eastern Snake Plain 

Aquifer. 

• Update the zoning code to allow for flexibility in agricultural zones as technological and 
industrial advancements occur. 

• Limit residential development in a designated Airport Influence Area through appropriate 
zoning regulations. 

• Continue the County’s participation on the Regional Airport Advisory Board. 

• Use zoning and subdivision regulations to preserve and protect open space, unique natural 
areas, wetlands, water and woodland resources, scenic views, and areas of natural beauty. 

• Update the County zoning code and subdivision regulations to accurately reflect land use 
and development patterns adopted in the Comprehensive Plan. 

• Develop a heritage landscape program that supports conservation development in areas of 
the County deemed appropriate. 

• Coordinate planning and review efforts with adjoining county governments to ensure 
compatible regional land uses. 

• Use relevant indicators such as census estimates, the number of lots created and approved, 
and the building permits issued each year to produce an annual report that can be used 
to update this policy and other county-wide policy documents and regulations more 
frequently, to address evolving needs on a regular basis.

• Update the zoning regulations to include and allow for small-scale wind and solar 
generation for residential uses.

• Incentivize the use of solar arrays for agricultural pivot operations by expediting conditional 
use permit process in the zoning regulations.

• Identify transportation routes for the transportation of hazardous materials. 

• Identify areas of unstable slopes throughout the County. 

• Limit development in areas prone to hazards by adopting design standards for 
development on hillsides, ridgelines, canyon rims, in floodplains and in other areas of 
environmental concern. 

• Reduce proliferation of individual septic systems. 

• Update the zoning code and subdivision regulations to include comprehensive site, 
building, and landscape design standards  for development. 

• Develop guidelines to reduce impacts on wildlife. 

• Integrate recommendations from the 2020 Ground Water Quality Improvement Plan into 
landscaping requirements for residential lawns and gardens, as part of the zoning code 
update. 

• Limit or prohibit uses and activities that contribute to point and non-point source pollution 
through updates to the zoning code and subdivision regulations. 

• Protect the areas where crucial aquifers are replenished and discourage new development 
in flood-prone areas.

• Preserve and/or require open space or landscaped buffers between conflicting land uses 
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through the zoning code and development review process. 

• Identify zoning districts that are inappropriate for the development of CAFOs’ and prohibit 
the location or expansion of such uses in the future. 

• Implement and enforce clustering requirements in areas of the County that allow both 
residential development and limited agricultural activity based on the revised land use 
map and designations. 

• Conduct a county-wide analysis of multi-modal facilities. 

• Require public transportation infrastructure (bus stops, signage, etc.) as part of the review 
and approval process for large-scale residential or mixed-use development. 

• Solicit input and confirmation of capacity to serve from local law enforcement, fire, and 
emergency responders on all developments proposed in the County. 

• Conduct a unique cropland survey to determine suitability and whether additional prime 
farmland soils should be designated. 

• Develop a heritage tourism program to recognize and promote historic and cultural sites 
identified throughout the County through signage and education programming. 

• Regularly review and update the County zoning and subdivision regulations for consistency 
with legal interpretation and case law. 

• Engage public and private partners in the planning process to ensure all recreation pursuits 
are considered (mountain biking, climbing, ATV, etc.). 

• Seek grant funding to complete a “blueways” corridor plan on the Snake River. 

DISLIKES

• Update the zoning regulations to include and allow for small-scale wind and solar 
generation for residential uses. (1)

• Permit multiple uses and an expanded suite of ag-dependent activities (agritourism, 
processing, renewable energy installations, etc.) to occur on a property zoned for 
agricultural use.  (2)

PROPOSED ADJUSTMENTS TO PLACETYPES

• Additional opportunities for employment centers (Twin/County border heading west toward 
Filer, along rail line; possibly along south eastern border of Twin AOI 

• SE corner of Twin Falls AOI; shift to rural residential instead of working lands, due to 
development pressure and future school facilities?
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TWIN FALLS COUNTY GOALS AND OBJECTIVE 
SURVEY

 � A total of 251 survey responses were received.

• Of those responses, the majority came from the city of Twin Falls (116 or approximately 
46%).

• The second largest group of respondents came from the unincorporated area of the 
county (63 or approximately 25%).

• 19 responses (just under 8%) came from people living outside the county entirely.

 � The age group with the highest number of responses were those individuals between 35 
and 44 years old, comprising 28% of the total response at 70 responses. 

• The second largest group of respondents were those between the age of 45 and 54, at 
just over 22% or 56 responses.

• Only 15% of respondents were 65 or older, an age group more likely to be retired and 
on a fixed income

• 80% of responses came from people between the ages of 25 and 65, an age group 
most likely to be in the workforce

 � At least 1/3 (33% or greater) of respondents in the geographies listed below identified the 
following goals as most important or “Urgent (0-2 years)”:

 � Unincorporated County
• Preserving the rural character through conscientious land use and community design.

• Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for industry 
diversification

• Support sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing resources, 
infrastructure, utilities, and service delivery.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.

 � Buhl
• Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for industry 

diversification.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.
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 � Filer
• Preserving the rural character through conscientious land use and community design.

• Protect and expand access to open space and recreational assets for residents and 
visitors.

• Improve connectivity between people and places to enable efficient movement of 
goods and services throughout the County and beyond.

• Maintain housing affordability and promote choice for all residents by expanding 
options and eliminating barriers wherever possible.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.

 � Kimberly
• Preserving the rural character through conscientious land use and community design.

• Protect and expand access to open space and recreational assets for residents and 
visitors.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.

 � Hansen
• Preserving the rural character through conscientious land use and community design.

• Support sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing resources, 
infrastructure, utilities, and service delivery.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.

 � Murtaugh
• Balance private property rights with the community’s vision.

• Preserving the rural character through conscientious land use and community design.

• Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for industry 
diversification

• Protect and expand access to open space and recreational assets for residents and 
visitors.

• Support sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing resources, 
infrastructure, utilities, and service delivery.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.
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 � Hollister
• n/a: none of the goals rose to the level of “Urgent” for respondents from Hollister

 � Twin Falls
• Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for industry 

diversification

• Protect and expand access to open space and recreational assets for residents and 
visitors.

• Improve connectivity between people and places to enable efficient movement of 
goods and services throughout the County and beyond.

• Advance economic diversity by seeking new opportunities and supporting existing 
industry, building on core strengths while exploring new and innovative pursuits.

• Support sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing resources, 
infrastructure, utilities, and service delivery.

• Maintain housing affordability and promote choice for all residents by expanding 
options and eliminating barriers wherever possible.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.

 � Outside county
• Balance private property rights with the community’s vision.

• Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for industry 
diversification

• Protect and expand access to open space and recreational assets for residents and 
visitors.

• Support sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing resources, 
infrastructure, utilities, and service delivery.

• Maintain housing affordability and promote choice for all residents by expanding 
options and eliminating barriers wherever possible.

• Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County 
regardless of socio-demographic or economic status.

 � The most important goal for each geography, based on number/percentage of responses 
received was:

• Unincorporated County: Preserving the rural character through conscientious land use 
and community design. (55%)

• Buhl: Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for industry 
diversification. (44%)
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• Filer: Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls 
County regardless of socio-demographic or economic status. (62%)

• Kimberly: Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls 
County regardless of socio-demographic or economic status. (47%)

• Hansen: Preserving the rural character through conscientious land use and community 
design; and support sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing 
resources, infrastructure, utilities, and service delivery. (100% for both)

• Murtaugh: Support the County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for 
industry diversification. (67%)

• Hollister: none of the goals rose to the level of “Urgent” for respondents from Hollister

• Twin Falls: Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls 
County regardless of socio-demographic or economic status (59%); a close second 
was maintain housing affordability and promote choice for all residents by expanding 
options and eliminating barriers wherever possible (54%).

• Outside county: Ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of 
Twin Falls County regardless of socio-demographic or economic status; and, maintain 
housing affordability and promote choice for all residents by expanding options and 
eliminating barriers wherever possible (50% for both).

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #1: Balance private 
property rights with the community’s vision is to engage the public in policy decisions and 
planning efforts to further reinforce the relationship between community-wide vision and 
the rights of private property owners.

 � The second most important objective: Ensure the County’s land use regulations 
protect public health, safety and welfare and provide for due process as required by 
the state of Idaho.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #2: Preserve the 
rural character of Twin Falls County through conscientious land use and community design 
is to protect rural landscapes, viewsheds and vistas that define the character of the Magic 
Valley and support agriculture activities, wildlife habitat, and quality of life.

 � The second most important objective: Ensure the community vision and goals of the 
comprehensive plan are reflected in current county policy and regulation.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #3 : Support the 
County’s agricultural base while seeking opportunities for industry diversification is to 
protect the canal system and major drainages that are critical to irrigated agriculture.
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 � The second most important objective: Alleviate conflicts between residential 
development and agricultural operations.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #4: Protect and 
expand access to open spaces and recreational assets for residents and visitors is to 
incentivize open space set aside through conservation easements, to protect agricultural 
heritage and preserve access to public lands and areas of recreational value throughout the 
County.

 � The second most important objective: Plan for the needs of current and future 
residents by evaluating existing resources and capacity within the Parks and 
Waterways Department.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #5: Improve 
connectivity between people and places to enable the efficient movement of goods and 
services throughout the County and beyond is to support the safety of students and school 
districts by expanding Safe-Routes-To-School infrastructure regionally.

 � The second most important objective: Facilitate a safe and efficient transportation 
network to serve current and future County residents and visitors.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #6: Advance 
economic diversity by seeking new opportunities and supporting existing industry, building 
on core strengths while exploring new and innovative pursuits is to support the expansion 
of air and rail service in the County.

 � The second most important objective: Stimulate economic growth by supporting the 
formation, retention, expansion and recruitment of businesses.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #7: Support 
sustainable and fiscally responsible growth by utilizing existing community resources, 
infrastructure, utilities, and service delivery is to direct development toward areas of impact 
and those areas in the County that have the infrastructure present to serve increased 
densities.

 � The second most important objective: Monitor and project population growth in the 
County in order to plan for evolving needs and adjust policy and regulation on an 
ongoing basis.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #8: Maintain 
housing affordability and promote choice for all residents by expanding options and 
eliminating barriers wherever possible is to assess current housing conditions, needs and 
gaps in the County to inform land use and development decisions in the near term.

 � The second most important objective: Expand housing choice in residential 
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neighborhoods and mixed-use areas to support missing middle housing in the County.

 � The most important objective identified by all respondents under Goal #9: Ensure a 
safe, clean, and healthy environment for all residents of Twin Falls County regardless of 
sociodemographic or economic status is to protect the Twin Falls County aquifer and 
ensure continued quality and availability of groundwater by focusing large-scale residential 
development in areas where municipal systems can accommodate growth.

 � The second most important objective: Provide adequate waste management practices 
to prevent incidental water and air contamination.

 � The following comments related to goals that respondents felt should be added; upon 
review, many of these statements are either directly or indirectly supported by a goal 
already in the plan, or should be worked into an action strategy related to an existing goal 
or objective:

 � Unincorporated County
• Areas that are now classified as AG zoning, please keep them AG even if they have 

pockets of homes.

• Promote rural planned developments

• Limit random residential growth

• No homes closer than 60 feet from side of all county roads and the same for all news 
subdivisions in county. 

• Reduce requirements for 1 acre lots.

• If not modern-looking signs (including interpretive) for Shoshone Falls and other areas 
of interest in the County (the pull off area near the Hansen Bridge for instance), at least 
new signs. I feel like people would be drawn in more to the natural beauty, history, and 
resources of the area if it looked like we invested in and cared about promoting it more 
than presently. We don’t need to look like development and promotion around the 
Niagara Falls area, but we are definitely as opposite on the spectrum as you get.

• Protect main economic industry AGRICULTURE 

• Find alternate route for trucks on busy streets with cars.    Like another bridge to go 
outside city limits.

• Remove any barriers preventing affordable housing growth

• Maintain a buffer between agricultural uses and residential development to keep the 
agricultural integrity of our community.

• Protect the agriculture industry and promote privately owned smaller operations 

• Protect agricultural land -- keep development surrounding the developed areas of Twin 
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Falls -- don’t encroach on ag land; incentivize ag landowners to preserve open spaces

• Maintain any area that has homes at 2 acres or greater as 2 acres or more and not allow 
subdividing further.  Especially if in AG Zone.

• Encourage private water systems

• Preserve ag space and encourage places like Chobani to build in municipalities 

• More speed limit signs throughout the county 

• Protect main economic industry AGRICULTURE 

• Ensure need for growing capacity at schools is considered

• Continue to partner with state and federal agencies in land use planning. 

• Improve rural roadways -- wider roads with better shoulders

• Limit the mindless regulations of IDEQ such as for arsenic and fluoride

• Preserve the river access 

• Make 3700 a cross country road for all vehicles even though Kimberly

• Protect main economic industry AGRICULTURE 

 � Buhl
• Municipal broadband infrastructure

 � Filer
• Take advantage of solar energy

• Another bridge crossing 

• Promote recycling

• Public transportation 

• Relax wood cutting restrictions to help prevent wildfires in our area

• Continue expansion of public walking paths

 � Kimberly
• Swimming pool in Kimberly area  

• Rec Center in Kimberly area  

• Make concerted effort to increase education of the community    

• Watch how much you are raising taxes for all these plans.  With homes being of 
higher values most people are seeing a $100 to $200 increase in house payments 
monthly.   

• Expand Blue lakes  
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• Put in more stop signs or stop lights in Kimberly  

• Bid for more flights to come in and out of Twin Falls Airport

• Affordable housing for current residents.  

• Funding for emergency services to keep up with the growth in rural areas. 

 � Murtaugh
• Protect Ag land from becoming subdivisions.  

• Cities should be limited the continual increase of their Areas of Impact.

 � Twin Falls
• Slow growth

• Diversity of income sources

• Improve Communication: Maybe post updates on county activities on the county 
website, or otherwise provide a source of consistent updates about county 
government. The city posts its updates to their website and Facebook, and maybe the 
county could do the same.

• More public access to the river and surrounding waterways

• Hire LOCAL people for the engineering of our streets.... our street and crosswalks make 
no sense.

• Better internet options-Google fiber

• Protect farm ground.

• Be fiscal(ly) responsible

• Put a price cap on rentals.

• Alternate route around the city for trucks and large pieces of equipment 

• Provide public transportation from, mainly, the south end of the Twin Falls and possibly 
other suburban areas to the CSI and the SLHS area.

• Complete the infrastructure on Main Ave N. to include the vast number of businesses 
on that stretch of Main

• Provide adequate water supply for the city

• Upgrade the roads to handle the growth going North & South

• No more dairies and large polluting factories that are upwind from where majority of 
people live. Polluting our airways damages Idaho’s fresh air and enables our ability to 
enjoy Idaho’s beauty. They also pollute our water ways by the way they dispose of their 
waste, or the way it seeps into the ground and into our underground water system.

• Improve County Access by building new bridge across the canyon
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• Protect our farmland

• Entertainment / recreation

• Connect towns: this is a long-term objective, but I would like to see better intermodal 
connectivity among towns in Twin Falls County.

• Expanding on tourism and bringing in more outside money

• Quit wasting money on new buildings when there are beautiful empty ones just sitting 

• Require or encourage cluster development to protect farm ground

• Increase communication of all county biz and goals

• Expand availability of pet friendly rentals.

• Public transportation 

• Improve all sidewalks on Main and sidewalks providing access to schools

• Develop an adequate shooting facility with expansion for future population growth.

• Limit the number of building permits for housing & bring in more commercial on the 
East side of town(restaurants, shopping markets, etc....)

• Increase the access for multiple medical facilities, other than St. Luke’s, that gives 
competition for better medical assistance.

• Provide more trade school opportunities 

• Second hospital system

• Keep up the good work!

• Stop making people over 65 pay outrageous property taxes

• Conduct some town halls to reveal results of this survey.

• Build more middle-class housing that is affordable.

• Enforce businesses downtown to maintain the exterior of their business 

• Build parking garage in downtown near large event venues

• Improve Twin Falls County drinking water to eliminate chlorine and other contaminates, 
and also improving our waterways.

 � The following comments related to objectives that respondents felt should be added; upon 
review, many of these statements are redundant to the goal statement suggestions above, 
directly or indirectly supported by an objective already in the plan, or should be worked 
into an action strategy related to an existing goal or objective:
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 � Unincorporated County
• Areas that are now classified as AG zoning, please keep them AG even if they have 

pockets of homes.

• Maintain any area that has homes at 2 acres or greater as 2 acres or more and not allow 
subdividing further.  Especially if in AG Zone.

• Alternative bridges to cross the Snake River

• See before   

• Make your survey simple  

• This survey was not good

 � Buhl
• Create plan around providing broadband internet to a city that is critically underserved 

in the area of broadband internet.

 � Filer
• Increase tourism

• Managing growth

 � Twin Falls
• Slow developers from expanding on farmland  

• Provide incentives for locally grown food  

• Offer incentive for High School grads to enroll into college right after high school

• Eliminate the Twin Falls recycling program. Homeowners should be rewarded for 
recycling instead of being charged extra fees for recycling. I like to teach my family that 
recycling is a great thing for our home, community, and our country, but if we are being 
charged to recycle, it’s a waste of time and money. Just throw everything away so we 
won’t have to deal with this horrible program. It’s a big headache and nobody really 
cares about recycling, especially if we are being charged extra for it without a public 
vote!!!  
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• Providing a better transportation system in Twin Falls. Using small busses for a bussing 
system would be a better use for our small streets and population. It could be used 
more efficiently with our busy streets and roadways. It could also provide more 
opportunities to those that are in smaller towns in the Twin Falls County.  Making 
transportation available to our smaller towns can allow more people to spend their 
money at stores and businesses in Twin Falls County, instead of online shopping. 

• Create an online, and/or hard copy, of a booklet that has ALL available resources that 
are available in Twin Falls County. The Yellow Phone book use to have things itemized, 
until everybody switched to cell phones. Now it is very difficult to find help and 
assistance to resources that we need, but we don’ t know where they are available at. 
Plus, if we do find out where a place is that can, and will assist us, we can’t get there 
because we don’t have the means or the finances to get there.

 � Outside of Twin Falls County
• Poorly written objectives; say actually what you want to do.  I don’t live in TFCo. but I 

do own property there.


